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NATIONAL NEWS
Duncan, FCC Chief Urge Schools to Adopt Digital Textbooks by 2017
Associated Press
By: Staff
February 1, 2012
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/02/01/493680usdigitaltextbooks_ap.html
 
Washington – Education Secretary Arne Duncan and Federal Communications Commission chairman Julius Genachowski on
Wednesday challenged schools and companies to get digital textbooks in students' hands within five years. The Obama
administration's push comes two weeks after Apple Inc. announced it would start to sell electronic versions of a few standard
high-school books for use on its iPad tablet.
Digital books are viewed as a way to provide interactive learning, potentially save money and get updated material faster to
students.
Digital learning environments have been embraced in Florida, Idaho, Utah, and California, as well as Joplin, Mo., where laptops
replaced textbooks destroyed in a tornado. But many schools lack the broadband capacity or the computers or tablets to adopt
the technology, and finding the money to go completely digital is difficult for many schools in tough economic times.
Tied to Wednesday's announcement at a digital town hall was the government's release of a 67-page "playbook" to schools that
promotes the use of digital textbooks and offers guidance. The administration hopes that dollars spent on traditional textbooks
can instead go toward making digital learning more feasible.
Going digital improves the learning process, and it's being rolled out at a faster pace in other countries such as South Korea,
Genachowski said in an interview. Genachowski said he's hopeful it can be cost effective in the long run, especially as the price
of digital tablets drops.
"When a student reads a textbook and gets to something they don't know, they are stuck," Genachowski said. "Working with
the same material on a digital textbook, when they get to something they don't know, the device can let them explore, it can
show them what a word means, how to solve a math problem that they couldn't figure out how to solve."
Students can use the textbooks for video explanations to help with homework, they can interact with molecules, and they can
manipulate a digital globe to see stories and data about countries, said Karen Cator, director of the Education Department's
office of education technology.
"We're not talking about the print based textbook now being digital. We're talking about a much more robust and interactive and
engaging environment to support learning," Cator said.
About $8 billion is spent annually in the U.S. on textbooks for children in kindergarten through 12th grade, said Jay Diskey, the
executive director of the school division of the Association of American Publishers. Diskey said textbook companies have been
working on the technology for the past five years to eight years to transform the industry, but that in many cases, schools
simply aren't ready.
"It's not only the future, it's the now. The industry has embraced this, but the difficulty does lie in the fact that schools are not
yet fully equipped with the hardware. We hope that they get there soon," Diskey said.
After the tornado last May destroyed several schools in Joplin, the decision was made essentially to go textbook free at three
sites hosting high school kids from Joplin High School and the Franklin Technology Center. The United Arab Emirates donated
money to buy each student a laptop.
The response from students has been mixed, said Angie Besendorfer, the district's assistant superintendent. She said the



transition has proved difficult for some kids accustomed to a standard routine of answering questions at the end of a chapter, but
administrators are pleased with the online learning and hope 8th-graders also will go essentially textbook free.
"It's a little bit more work on the side of the students in that they are having to think and problem solve and do things differently,
and some of our kids are not so fond of that, whereas other kids like it a lot," Besendorfer said.
Copyright 2012 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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STATE NEWS
Texas Ed. Commissioner Won't Enforce Social Promotion Ban Unless
Funding Restored
Dallas Morning News
By: Terrence Stutz
February 1, 2012
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/02/01/20mct_txenforceban.h31.html
 
Austin, Texas – Texas’ education chief said Tuesday that he will not enforce the state ban on social promotion of students in
public schools unless the Legislature restores funding to help students in danger of failing because of their low test scores.
Education Commissioner Robert Scott, speaking to school superintendents and administrators from across the state, said he
does not believe students should be subjected to the promotion standards unless they are offered remedial classes to correct
academic deficiencies.
“I cannot and will not certify the ban on social promotion unless there are resources to provide interventions to students who
need to pass the test,” he said during a conference sponsored by the Texas Association of School Administrators.
His comments drew applause from the audience.
Current law requires students in grades five and eight to pass the state achievement test to be promoted under a program
initiated by former Gov. George W. Bush called the Student Success Initiative. The program includes remedial instruction in
English and math for students who have trouble passing the state exam.
Funding for the Student Success Initiative was slashed from $293 million in the previous two-year budget to $23.5 million in the
current one—a reduction of 92 percent. That means remedial help offered to hundreds of thousands of students in the past is no
longer available.
Students are scheduled to get a break from the social promotion requirements this year because a new state exam—the State
of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness—is being introduced and passing standards won’t be set until later this year. So
for this year only, fifth- and eighth-graders will not have to pass to be promoted.
The requirement is scheduled to resume in the 2012-13 school year.
Scott also told the conference that he would have waived for one year the state requirement that the new end-of-course exams
for high school students count as 15 percent of the final grade in each subject tested.
“We might want to give school districts a little more time to understand what they’re facing,” Scott said, adding that he has no
authority under the law to waive the requirement. “A little transition time would have been better for the system.”
School superintendents have criticized the 15 percent requirement, saying it deprives their school districts of local control over
grading policies.
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Utah is working on free online textbooks
Salt Lake Tribune
By: Lisa Schencker
February 1, 2012
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/news/53422785-78/textbooks-open-state-learning.html.csp

Heavy textbooks weighing down teens’ backpacks might soon become a thing of the past in Utah.

The State Office of Education has announced that it will develop open textbooks in math, language arts and science — which
will be available online, for free — for junior highs and high schools. Once the textbooks are available, schools and students will
be encouraged to use them online for free or print them at a cost of about $5 a book or less for schools, said Sydnee Dickson,
teaching and learning director at the state office.

That’s a big savings compared to a traditional high school science textbook, which can cost about $80 on average, according to
the state office. Also, students would be able to access videos and use interactive features when using the books online.

“Rather than just reading a flat text, kids get to experience learning with multiple media in the book itself,” Dickson said.

She said math textbooks could be available as soon as this fall, and other textbooks will likely become available within the next
two years. In coming months the state office will invite school districts and charter schools across the state to meetings and
trainings about the new, open textbooks.

The decision to create open textbooks for use across the state follows two years of pilot programs led by David Wiley of



Brigham Young University’s David O. McKay School of Education. The pilots were conducted by the BYU-Public School
Partnership in cooperation with the state office and were funded by The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.

Wiley and other researchers wanted to know whether districts really could save money with open textbooks and what difference,
if any, they made to student learning, Wiley said.

Ultimately, they found that the textbooks could be printed and delivered to schools for about $5 or less per book. They also
found no difference in student learning with open textbooks compared with traditional ones in classrooms where teachers didn’t
receive extra training in how to use the open books, he said. But Wiley believes that when teachers do receive training, the open
textbooks will improve learning.

Lakeridge Junior High in Orem was one of the schools that participated in the pilot, and teachers who used them were thrilled
with the open textbooks, said Rhonda Bromley, Alpine District spokeswoman.

“According to our teachers that have been using them, they don’t feel like they would ever want to go back to a regular
textbook,” Bromley said. “It’s interactive with students, where they can go in and edit and add things to it and create things, so
it’s more collaborative than just a regular textbook.”

The Nebo District also participated, and Nedra Call, Nebo curriculum director, said through a district spokesperson that it was “a
positive learning experience.”

“What the students liked best was the ability to access online resources,” Call said.

The findings of Wiley’s research will be published in the International Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning in the
next few months, he said.

Wiley called the state office’s decision to develop open texts for statewide use “absolutely the right thing to do.”

“I believe we can find a way to use the money saved by purchasing open textbooks to purchase a device like a tablet or netbook
computer for each child, which opens the doors to interactive, personalized digital curriculum,” Wiley said in an e-mail to The
Tribune.

The books will be developed by professors, experts in the subjects, and master teachers. The math and science textbooks will
be based on books originally published by the CK-12 Foundation, a California-based nonprofit, according to the state office.
They’ll be available to anyone.

Dickson said the open textbooks will be based more on Utah’s academic standards than traditional textbooks, which are often
produced by publishers to fit the needs of the largest states in the country.

“We have really been at the mercy of California and Texas and other large markets and really haven’t had a say in how the
textbooks are designed,” Dickson said. “Now, really for the first time, they’re going to be based on Utah standards and things we
value in education.”
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New York Governor Cuomo amps up pressure on teachers, Legislature
Associated Press
By: Staff
February 1, 2012
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/cuomo_amps_up_pressure_on_teachers_Oj5zfhD5VOxlEpLb9f7pLI

ALBANY, N.Y. — Gov. Andrew Cuomo is threatening to impose his own teacher evaluations if unions continue to block the
initiative.

He also says the Legislature’s new redistricting proposal is “wholly unacceptable.”

In trying to drum up support for his proposed budget Wednesday, Cuomo also gave a theme for his second year as governor. He
says he’s waging the “Battle of Albany.”

Cuomo says that if negotiations fail between the teachers unions, the state Education Department and school districts to
implement tougher evaluations for teachers and principals, he’ll impose his own Feb. 16. Under law, a governor may try to enact
policies in budget bills.

Cuomo also said the Legislature will have to overhaul its redistricting plan before he’ll sign it into law. He says lawmakers redrew
district lines to serve themselves.
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'Tebow bill' clears hurdle in Virginia House committee
Associated Press
Bob Lewis
February 1, 2012
http://www.chron.com/news/article/Tebow-bill-clears-hurdle-in-Va-House-committee-2912653.php
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Legislation that would allow home-schooled children play public school varsity sports cleared a hurdle
Wednesday that it's never passed before and — over pointed objections from public school officials and others — is fast-tracked
for House passage early next week.

The House Education Committee voted 14-8 for the "Tim Tebow bill," borrowing the renown of the Denver Broncos quarterback
who was home-schooled and went on to win a Heisman Trophy at the University of Florida where he led the Gators to a national
football title.

Virginia would join at least 15 other states that allow home-schoolers to play interscholastic sports at public schools in their
communities, according a state-by-state summary from the Home School Legal Defense Association. Thirteen states give
home-schooled children conditional or partial opportunities for extracurricular involvement at public schools.

Scores of home-schooled children and their parents who packed a small, cramped room whooped loudly as the committee
advanced the bill to the House floor. Republicans hold two-thirds of the seats and are poised to enact the bill as part of
Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell's education package.

Prospects are less certain in the Senate, where Republicans control half of the 40 seats.

Advocates of the bill say home-schoolers deserve a chance to have their moment under the Friday night lights of football and
other interscholastic sports even though they don't attend public schools because they pay taxes that support those schools.

Opponents argued that it is unfair to make children who attend — and must pass — five classes per day to be eligible to vie for
roster spots to compete against children who've been home all day. It's also impossible, they contended, to continuously
monitor academic progress and other eligibility requirements of home-schoolers as they do students who are in class every day.

Among those who testified for the bill was Patrick Foss, a 17-year-old home-schooled junior from South Riding, Va. He is ranked
as the No. 16 college soccer prospect in the nation for the class of 2013 by ESPN, where his father works as a television
producer. He said he has committed to sign a soccer scholarship next year at the University of Virginia and has played on a
national all-star team for those 16 and younger.

"With the national team, I've represented the United States throughout the world, yet in my own community, I'm not allowed to
participate," Foss said.

"One of the major reasons I chose UVa was the opportunity to represent my home state, Virginia, the same state that has
deemed it inappropriate for me to play for my neighborhood high school," he said. "Every Friday night, I see the lights come on
at my local high school and I wonder what it must be like to play in front of a hometown crowd."

The sponsor, Del. Rob Bell, said an amendment to his bill had closed a loophole that could have allowed gifted athletes to
declare themselves home-schoolers and market their services like adolescent free agents to premier high school
sports programs.

The law would prohibit public school affiliations with statewide sanctioning organizations such as the Virginia High School
League that forbid home-school participants. Bell, R-Albemarle, said that local boards would retain the authority they already
have to set participation criteria that could effectively eliminate home-schoolers.

Besides the impossibility of reconciling incompatible eligibility standards and demands made of home-schoolers and public
school students, opponents argued that interactions within teams that must accept home-schoolers will always be awkward.

"Simply put, there's the rigor of the school day. They wake up at 6 o'clock in the morning or earlier, the bus picks them up at
6:30, and they're in school by 7 or 7:15. At the end of that day, the bell rings, they're responsible for their academic endeavors,
and then on to practice and competition," said Bill Curran, activities director of Fairfax County Public Schools. "It's an unfair
playing field if you don't have that kind of rigor in your day."

Del. Onzlee Ware, D-Roanoke, said home-schoolers whose only link to the campus is the locker room and sports field will
strain the team dynamic.

"Part of sports, whether you be male or female, is the comradeship. You have to bond, you have to be like one cylinder when
you take that field," said Ware, a high school sports star back in his day.

"For a home-schooler to go into a locker room, male or female, it's going to take some adjusting for the players," Ware said.
"You can play (sports) with me, but you don't want to study or socialize with me."
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Michigan State Rep. McMillin: Districts don't oppose virtual learning, they
just don't want charter schools offering parents choices
Michigan Live
By: Dave Murray
February 1, 2012
http://blog.mlive.com/education_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/02/rep_mcmillin_districts_dont_op.html 
LANSING – Traditional K-12 districts don't oppose virtual schools, they just don't want charter school operators to be able to run
them, state House Education Committee chairman Thomas McMillin said today.
His committee wrapped up testimony on a school choice package that includes lifting a cap on the number of “cyber” charters
and expanding high school and college dual enrollment. McMillin, R-Rochester Hills, said the committee will likely vote next
week to send it to the full House.
Testimony about cyber schools closedafter discussing questions about the quality of instruction at two existing schools.
But leaders from several traditional districts also said they have – or want to offer – similar virtual schools, some even using the
provider criticized for making large profits on the schools.
“This is a case of the education establishment in this state not wanting parents to have choices,” McMillin said after the
Wednesday meeting. “They want to be in control.”
Virtual charter schools allow students in grades kindergarten through 12 to take classes at home with a computer and the help
of a parent or guardian serving as a "learning coach."
Students interact with a teacher through email, telephone and interactive software, including video conferencing.
Two schools in the state opened last year -- one based in Grand Rapids with about 800 students and the other in Okemos with
more than 500 students.
Educators, including the state Board of Education, have asked that lawmakers not allow more of the schools to open until
several years of academic data is accumulated to determine if the schools are effective.
McMillin said comments from the leader of a professional association demonstrated what he believes is the mindset of many in
the traditional public schools.
Debbie Squires, director of the Michigan Elementary and Middle Schools Principals Association, said parents have the
opportunity to have a say in how schools are run when they elect school board members.
“Educators know best how to serve children, not necessarily regular residents,” she testified.
“I'm surprised I didn't lose it when she said that,” McMillin said later. “They think they know what's better for children than their
own parents, and that's what I find upsetting.”
SB 619, sponsored by state Sen. Patrick Colbeck, R-Canton, would remove the two-school cap on the virtual charter schools
and allow schools to operate in any grade configuration.
The bill also removes provisions that limited initial enrollment to 400 and allowed schools to add new students only if the number
equaled those who dropped out. The 1,000-student ceiling per school also would be removed.
Democrats on the panel said the state needs more time to see how the two existing cyber charters are performing before lifting
the cap,and have expressed concern about profits generated by K12 Inc., the largest provider of online curriculum and manager
of one of the state's schools.
Manistee Public Schools Superintendent John Chandler testified that his district operates a virtual school and supports the bill –
but wants his district to have the same freedoms offered to the charter schools, including outsourcing teachers.
“The traditional model is leaving too many students behind,” he said. “We can only reach all of the students if districts explore
creative options. I'd like you to give the traditional public schools the same right to be innovative that you give the cyber charter
schools.”
Chandler also dismissed complaints that the management companies make money.
“Profit is not a dirty word,” he said. “Our elementaries turn a profit. Some students just cost less to educate.”
The Kent Intermediate School District is planning to open a virtual school in the fall. GenNET, operated by the Genesee
Intermediate School District, offers online classes around the state, and hires K12 Inc. for curriculum.
Thomas Svitkovich, executive director of the Tri County Alliance for Public Education, said traditional districts find value in the
company's programs, but have concerns about high salaries paid to executives and don't think the company should run entire
schools.
Hopkins Superintendent Chris Stephens said school districts should be providing virtual schools, not “outside, for-profit vendors.”
“I want parents to be able to come to me and I'll provide that service,” he testified.
Lynn Johnson, principal of an alternative program in Bangor Public Schools, said local districts should be able to get state aid
money for offering virtual programs to home-schooled students. He fears the bill as written would draw money away from local
schools that bond with communities.
Northview Superintendent Michael Paskewicz formerly headed the Adams 12 school district in Colorado, and said there were
problems with a K12-run virtual charter school there, including students being pushed out after count day but before state
standardized tests.
He said the school went through four executive directors in six years, dismissed for financial mismanagement, falsifying student
counts and not meeting profit benchmarks.
“I believe that online 'cyber' schools have a place in the delivery of high quality curriculum,” he said. “Lifting the cap on cyber
schools as stated in SB 619 is not responsible.”
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