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NATIONAL NEWS
Race to the Top, early-learning version: Maybe FL can/will apply?
Orlando Sentinel
By: Leslie Postal
August, 23 2011
http://blogs.orlandosentinel.com/news_education_edblog/2011/08/race-to-the-top-early-learning-version-maybe-fl-canwill-
apply.html?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+SentinelSchoolZone+%28Sentinel+School+Zone%29

The U.S. DOE today released the application for a new Race to the Top competition for early learning. As we wrote last month,
there looked to be a good chance Florida would be ineligible to apply — or vie for $100 million — because it had turned down
another federal grant meant to help young kids.

The newest Race to the Top competition is meant to improve the often-fractured systems that provide care and education to
young children.

The final eligibility requirements detailed in the application say states that apply must be taking part in that other federal grant
program. But Gov. Rick Scott’s office today said that while the state had not submitted the “budget authority” to the feds for that
grant program — that has to come from the Florida Legislature — it had submitted a state plan required under the federal
Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program.

So if the Legislature now granted that budget authority, Florida could apply for the new Race to the Top grant. Scott’s office (this
part is key) said today it planned ”to request that authority.”

Which means Florida could apply for the competitive grant. But how and when it would ask for that authority, and whether
lawmakers would grant it, isn’t clear. Legislators turned down the grant (which Florida had been participating in) because now it
was part of the Obama Administration’s federal health-care overhaul, which both the Legislator’s Republican majority and Scott
oppose.

Stay tuned.

(Back to top)

Schools chief warns of teacher flux because of class-size restrictions
Palm Beach-Post
By: Jason Schultz
August 23, 2011
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/schools/schools-chief-warns-of-teacher-flux-because-of-1779934.html

On the second day of classes, Palm Beach County School Superintendent Bill Malone sent students and parents a message
that some students' schedules and teachers could change between now and October to meet state-mandated class size limits.



District officials have said for months that there was a likelihood that some teachers would have to be shuffled between schools
and new classes created after the first day of school because of higher than expected enrollment at some schools. Malone
reiterated that message in a letter to students and parents posted on the school district's website today .

"Necessary adjustments will be carried out in a thoughtful, timely manner," Malone said in his letter.

State limits cap core classes such as math and English to 18 students iin kindergarten through third grade, 22 students from
fourth to eighth grades and 25 students in high school.

The district hired 200 more elementary school teachers and is expected to pay about 1,200 middle and high school teacher a
supplement each school day to teach an extra period to create classes needed to comply with the ratios based on the nearly
174,000 students the district predicted would be enrolled this year.

Chief Financial Officer Mike Burke said the problem is that some students are still enrolling late and some are going to different
schools, which will leave some schools with more students than expected and put classes over the limit while other classes will
have fewer students than predicted.

Burke said the district will likely start trying to gather daily reports from schools early next week to get a handle on where
enrollment is different than predicted. On Sept. 6, the district will perform a "hard count" that will be used to determine where
new classes and more teachers are needed.

Officials at some schools are already reporting higher than expected enrollment.

At Conniston Middle School in West Palm Beach, principal Mary Stratos said her enrollment was higher than expected, though
she did not know yet how many new classes she might have to create to keep the required ratios.

At Wellington High School, principal Mario Crocetti said his school left four teacher positions unfilled going into classes because
enrollment at the school was at least 130 students lower than expected. Crocetti said in the past seven days, however, late
enrollments have been "non-stop." He expected two or three of those open positions would need to be filled.

A similar thing happened at Wellington High last year, where the schedules of about 100 students were changed in early
October in an effort to meet class-size limits.

(Back to top)

 
Going to a D school? Here’s how you, the parent, can help
Tampa Bay Tribune
By: Sherri Ackerman
August 19, 2011
http://www.tboblogs.com/index.php/life/comments/going-to-a-d-school-heres-how-you-the-parent-can-help/

I spoke recently with Hillsborough County principals at schools graded a D by the state, based on scores on the FCATs.

And one concern kept coming up.

Parents at many of these lower-performing schools aren’t very involved in their children’s education.

All of these schools are in neighborhoods so poor, almost every student qualifies for free or reduced lunches.

Some families only have one parent or a grandparent. In others, mom and dad work at least one job, sometimes two.

There’s not a lot of time for teacher conferences or transportation to get there.

But parents can make such a difference at school, says Sligh Middle School Principal Barbara Fillhart.

“Talk and work with your child for 20 to 30 minutes every night,’’ says the mom of a first-grader, who reads with him every day.

Parents need to put a value on education so their children will value it, too, she says.

Make sure their child attends school every day - and on time.

Potter Elementary Principal Kim Thompson knows some parents are fearful of the school district.

They may not have had the best experience when they were in school, she says. Some may have even dropped out.

“We understand the difficulties,’’ she says.

But parents have to be willing to overcome their obstacles so that their children can do better.



Come in and talk to her and the teachers, learn about their programs and ask questions like why your school is a D and what
you can do to help raise the grade.

Oak Park Principal Joyce Miles says parents don’t have to be at the school to show children that education is a priority.

It starts in the home.

Turn off the TV. Make sure children have a quiet place where they can study.

Some parents simply aren’t willing to live up to their commitment.

Lockhart Elementary Principal Larry Sykes has a message for them:

You don’t have to be really smart or have a lot of money or fancy equipment to help your kids learn.

Go to the local library. Make the time.

“Invest in your child,’’ he says.

(Back to top)

STATE NEWS
Pennsylvania education chief slams 101 schools
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
By: Mary Niederberger
August 24, 2011
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11236/1169351-298-0.stm
 
Grants released for 26 institutions that applied, but most eligible ignored the funds

State Secretary of Education Ron Tomalis announced $66 million in School Improvement Grants to 26 of the state's lowest-
performing schools on Tuesday, but he focused as much on money not given away as that awarded.

In a written release, Mr. Tomalis took to task 101 schools across the state that were eligible for funding but failed to apply. He
said 141 schools met the criteria but only 40 submitted applications.

"There are far too many Pennsylvania students who are trapped in failing schools, and far too many adults who are unwilling to
advocate and pursue meaningful change on their behalf," Mr. Tomalis said. "I find it extremely disturbing that 71.6 percent of
eligible schools chose not to engage in an initiative to improve the educational opportunities for their students."

It is the second year of the program. Tim Eller, education department press secretary, said there is still some stimulus money
remaining in the fund, though he didn't have a total, and that it may have to be returned to the federal government since it wasn't
awarded to school districts.

Local grants awarded announced on Tuesday were $1.29 million each for Highlands High School and Pittsburgh Faison PreK-8
in Homewood and $3 million for Big Beaver Falls High School.

In the first round of grants last year, Pittsburgh Public Schools received about $14 million in school improvement grant money to
support seven programs that included grades 6-12.

Others that received grants in 2010 were: Duquesne, $1.4 million; McKeesport Area, $3.8 million; and Penn Hills, $3.1 million.

The grants are aimed at schools where a substantial number of students are performing below grade level, where substantial
progress on state assessments has not occurred or where graduation rates of less than 60 percent have existed for at least two
of the last three years.

The money may be used over three years, and the receiving schools undergo an extensive monitoring and documentation
process in each of the three years in order to get the continued funding.

According to a chart provided by the state Education Department, local schools that qualified for the funding this year but did not
apply were Sto-Rox middle and high schools, Woodland Hills Junior High School and Career Connections Charter High School.

In addition, in the Pittsburgh Public Schools, Murray, Northview, and Arsenal elementary schools and Arsenal Middle School
qualified but did not apply. In the Philadelphia School District, more than 50 schools qualified but did not apply.

Jeannine French, chief of school performance for the Pittsburgh schools, said the district was "very strategic" about its
applications in the second round of the funding because it wanted to ensure that it successfully manages all of the grant money
received last year and this year.



The $1.29 million that will go to Pittsburgh Faison will help to support a school that has been totally revamped for the 2011-12
school year.

The school, which has not responded to other education methods that have shown achievement improvements in other
Pittsburgh schools, has been staffed with all new teachers who are "highly effective teachers from throughout the district," Ms.
French said.

The goal for the revamped school is for it to become the city's first "90-90-90 school," which means, 90 percent minority, 90
percent poverty level but also 90 percent proficiency level. "It's a lofty but doable goal," Ms. French said.

Highlands and Big Beaver officials could not be reached for plans for their district.

(Back to top)

Rhode Island Education Commissioner Gist to report on use of Race to
Top funds
Providence Journal
By: Jennifer D. Jordan
August 24, 2011
http://www.projo.com/education/content/race_to_the_top_update_08-24-11_KEPTMTP_v47.52ce0.html

PROVIDENCE — One year ago, Rhode Island won a portion of an unprecedented $4-billion federal grant program, securing $75
million over a four-year period to improve local schools — the largest single competitive grant in state history.

At a 10:30 news conference Wednesday morning at the Rhode Island Foundation, Education Commissioner Deborah A. Gist will
update the public on how the funds are being spent. Accompanying her will be several political leaders who helped the state win
the Race to the Top competition.

Work is already under way, including training hundreds of teachers and principals for the new evaluation system rolling out this
fall, and introducing thousands of educators to national academic standards scheduled for 2014.

The state is also launching an induction and mentoring program for first-year teachers; developing a “virtual learning” program in
math; and restructuring the way teachers are certified. Charter schools will also be expanded, under the plan.

Other projects are scheduled in future years.

“We are moving forward with the same enthusiasm and energy we’ve had from the very beginning,” Gist said. “We are following
our plan … and making tremendous progress.”

But not everyone is happy with how the money is being disbursed. Some union and district officials are chafing against Gist’s
tight control of the funds.

Every school district in Rhode Island — including the public charter schools –– agreed to participate in the grant, promising to
institute dramatic changes. In exchange, they understood they would receive 50 percent of the money directly. The other half
would go to the state Department of Education for statewide projects, such as building more sophisticated computerized data
systems and improving oversight of teacher-training programs at local universities.

This 50-50 split is outlined in the grant guidelines and is being followed by the 10 other states that won Race to the Top grants.
(Washington D.C. also won.)

Gist says that because of Rhode Island’s size and the statewide approach of its application, it makes sense for the state
department to manage the money.

Some districts are so small, they would receive only a few thousand dollars, hardly enough to make a difference, the
commissioner said. By combining the money, those districts will benefit from substantial improvements, she said.

“We submitted an application that was more like a large district’s plan, such as Dallas or Fairfax County, Virginia,” she said.
Rhode Island has roughly 140,000 public school students.

“None of us would have been able to afford [these projects] on our own, but working together, we can build resources that will
benefit every teacher and student in the state.”

At first, the U.S. Department of Education questioned Rhode Island’s unique approach, Gist told the Board of Regents. Federal
officials approved the plan in April and money began flowing to the state. To date, about $1.6 million has been spent, much of it
on 15 staff hired through the grant and training sessions on the evaluation system and the new standards.

Some people are disappointed with the state’s approach, says the president of the Rhode Island Federation of Teachers. The
union endorsed the application last year, critical support that helped the state win the grant.



“The money is not going to the local districts as people expected,” said Frank Flynn in an interview. “Until now, the money has
been very tightly controlled by the [state] department, even controlling the [training] money for teacher evaluations, and not
letting the districts decide how they want to spend the money.”

In Cranston, district leaders hoped to use some of their share for a new computer system that can analyze student data in more
helpful ways.

But state education officials told Cranston they could not use Race to the Top funds for hardware or infrastructure updates, said
Cranston Supt. Peter Nero. The $135,000 came out of the district’s general fund.

“I’ve talked to people in other states and we are highly restricted in what we can use it for, compared to other places,” Nero said.
“But I guess it relates to the way the application was written.”

Jeannine Nota-Masse, executive director of educational programs for Cranston, said the district understood that the Race to the
Top money could only be spent on specific projects that were approved by the state and federal officials.

“But there is some truth to the fact that we thought we’d get a lump sum of money and we would decide how to spend it,” she
said. “I think people were somewhat surprised that the money allotment came and then we were told, ‘You will spend it on X, Y,
Z.’ ”

Districts make some decisions, such as selecting who receives training and the number of training sessions, said Nota-Masse.

Gist said the department is simply following the application.

“But we remain open to feedback,” she said, adding that state education officials plan to meet with district leaders throughout
the life of the grant.
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Opinion: California education bill gets an A
Los Angeles Times
By: Editorial Board
August 24, 2011
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-ed-test-20110824,0,6487865.story?track=rss

SB 547 improves on California's current yardstick for measuring improvement in schools in important ways.

California's system for measuring improvement in schools was always better than the federal government's, and a bill by state
Senate leader Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento) would enhance it in some long-overdue ways, perhaps providing a national
model for school accountability.

SB 547, which has passed the Senate and deserves to become law, would still use test scores as one of the major yardsticks
for improving schools, but it would add other important factors: graduation rates and the readying of students for college or
careers. If implemented correctly, the bill also could encourage schools to shift away from what has become an overemphasis
on test-oriented "drill and kill" in basic subjects.

The lack of emphasis on dropout rates has been the shame of school accountability systems. The single-minded focus on
testing actually gives schools an incentive to encourage their lowest-achieving students to leave so they won't drag down
schoolwide results. This bill would fix the problem; schools could not get high ratings for raising test scores while dropout
numbers were increasing.

One of the more recent maxims in the school reform movement has been about preparing all students for a four-year college; in
California, this means putting them through the so-called A-G curriculum, a set of courses required for the University of California
and California State University. But not all students are interested in attending college, and not all of them should. Steinberg
rightly notes that what most students will need in order to qualify for a satisfying and well-paid job is some education after high
school, whether college or vocational training. So his bill would measure high schools by how well they prepare students for
either one of those. As legislators consider the bill, they might find ways to improve it, such as by adding a more meaningful
measure of college readiness than how many students take the A-G course; it should also include their scores on the Early
Assessment Program measurement developed by CSU, which determines whether students are on track to succeed at the
state colleges.

For younger students, SB 547 calls for the state to measure something beyond tests, but it is intentionally vague, leaving the
details to a committee within the state Department of Education, with approval by the state Board of Education. The plan is that
the committee would devise ways to encourage schools to provide a more enriched education with, say, arts offerings. The bill
should call for enrichments at all grade levels. Public school instruction has become narrower and flatter as a result of the
largely multiple-choice tests at the core of school accountability. Less emphasis is given to projects that teach students to
research, analyze and write. If the bill passes, as it should, the next responsibility would fall to the committee: It should reward



schools that bring these valuable lessons back to the classroom.
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Wisconsin reading program plans questioned
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
By: Amy Hetzner
August 23, 2011
http://www.jsonline.com/news/education/128291288.html

Concerns raised about DPI's approach to developing a model curriculum

So far, this has been the summer of education task forces in Wisconsin.

There's one addressing school accountability, another tackling how to help school districts implement new academic standards
and a third devoted to improving third-grade reading proficiency. That doesn't even count other groups already in existence that
are looking at reforming statewide tests or increasing teacher effectiveness.

"There's so many work groups and task forces operating right now, it's hard to keep track of them," said state Rep. Steve
Kestell (R-Elkhart Lake), chairman of the Assembly Education Committee and a member of some of those task forces.

Keeping all of the task forces on track may also prove difficult.

Earlier this month, a member of the group charged with helping school districts implement new reading standards sent an open
letter to members of the governor's Read to Lead Task Force expressing concerns about the approach that the state Department
of Public Instruction was taking in developing a model reading curriculum. That letter was followed by another that recommended
specific approaches that the task force should take. Dan Gustafson, a Madison-based pediatric neuropsychologist, said he
wrote the letters because he was concerned that the DPI was moving ahead with a model reading curriculum without input from
differing viewpoints on reading instruction.

He said he worries that state schools Superintendent Tony Evers is attempting to accelerate DPI's reform work to head off any
initiatives proposed by Gov. Scott Walker, who has shown an ability to quickly implement his agenda despite vigorous
opposition.

"They had provided no guidance about how to teach reading, in part, because it is a hot topic," Gustafson said of the DPI's
previous approach in leaving reading instruction up to local school districts. "I think Evers is rushing to make policy as fast as he
can to pre-empt the governor from having any influence. But in the process of rushing, he can make bad decisions."

Both letters were posted on the website for the Wisconsin Reading Coalition, whose founder Steve Dykstra serves on the
reading task force. Gustafson also is associated with the group, which touts itself as an organization in favor of scientifically
based reading instruction.

Dykstra said that his group is concerned about the poor track record of DPI and the state's professional educators in
implementing effective reading instruction in Wisconsin.

"The thing I really want people to understand is there are places that have done what we're trying to do and they've done it really,
really well," he said. "We should not be wasting time on the possibility that there's going to be a 'Wisconsin solution' that's
really different from every place else."

Process defended

But DPI spokesman Patrick Gasper said it's too soon for any members of the groups to start raising concerns about the work
that has yet to result in a final recommendation. He also rejected the possibility that the sheer number of task forces might lead
to conflict in overlapping issues down the road.

"They're very different groups and they have very different purposes," he said. "They're doing different things and they're not
necessarily going to align right away."

Many of the different groups' work dovetails with one another, Kestell said.

He also said it was important for the reading task force, on which he serves, to not get "side tracked" by the emails from
members of the other work group.

"It's kind of a no-brainer that we're going to have to make all of these thing mesh together in one common policy," Kestell said. "I
think we can do that."

But state Sen. Luther Olsen (R-Ripon), chairman of the Senate Education Committee and also a member of the reading and
accountability task forces, said that he had some concerns about issues raised by Gustafson, especially the accusations that



the DPI is not being transparent.

He also expressed concern about whether the reading group would be able to come to a resolution of its own.

Whatever the task forces do, however, Olsen said the willingness of Evers and DPI to implement recommendations will be
crucial.

So far, however, he said both Evers and Walker seem to be working together on education reform.

"They're all at the table, and I think both gentlemen are earnest in wanting to work together and move Wisconsin forward in our
reading outcomes," he said.
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