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NATIONAL NEWS

Twelve Education Issues to Watch in 2012
Education Week
By: Sean Cavanagh
January 24, 2012
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/state_edwatch/2012/01/twelve_ed_issues_to_watch_in_2012_from_ecs.html

What policies have the biggest potential to drive changes in education in the states in 2012?

The Education Commission of the States, a nonpartisan research organization, is out with its predictions. It sees state officials
focusing on prekindergarten-through-3rd grade instruction, strategies to figure out ways to make the best use of limited funding,
and "blended learning"—or combining online and face-to-face instruction—among other topics.

ECS' forecast, "12 for 2012," is not meant as an exhaustive list of hot topics, the organization explains. It's instead meant to
"stimulate thinking around how best to craft the '2.0' of powerful policy across the states," based on the organization's read on
current trends and research, the authors of the report say.

Other emerging issues to watch over the next year include:

-- Implementing the "Common Core" academic standards;
-- Improving teacher quality—such as figuring out how newly promised models for evaluating educators will actually work;
-- Promoting improved approaches to education in rural and impoverished communities;
-- Focusing on "individualized" instruction to meet the needs of diverse students. Few state models exist that show what
accomplishing this is supposed to look like, ECS says; and
-- Improving the use of data, particularly to identify struggling learners early, and reducing costs.

Every year state legislators take education policy in new and unexpected directions. (See Ed Week's legislative preview from
earlier this month, for our take on what's to come in statehouses in the short-term.) What emerging issues do you see rising to
the surface?

(Back to top)

Obama Wants Lower College Costs, Higher Dropout Age
Education Week
By: Alyson Klein
January 24, 2012
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2012/01/sotu_background.html

President Obama gave college affordability a prominent place in his domestic agenda during his annual State of the Union
address, calling directly on universities to hold down costs in order to make higher education more accessible to the middle
class. He outlined a set of proposals that include threatening universities with a loss of federal money if they are unable to tamp



down tuition.

"Let me put colleges and universities on notice: If you can't stop tuition from going up, the funding you get from taxpayers will go
down," Obama said in his hour-long address. He didn't offer specifics, however, and the blueprint document the White House
sent out to accompany the speech didn't get specific either. But advocates expect him to lay out more concrete details in the
coming days.

In a speech that emphasized four pillars—manufacturing, energy, worker training, and American values—he advocated for one
concrete K-12 policy: He urged states to raise the dropout age to 18. "We also know that when students aren't allowed to walk
away from their education, more of them walk the stage to get their diploma," he said.

And, he reiterated his call for Congress to approve some version of the DREAM Act, which provides a path to citizenship for
illegal immigrants who came to the country as children, if they go on to college or the military.

The president actually spent little time recounting his past efforts on K-12 education reform, or his administration's push to
rewrite the No Child Left Behind Act. And, he didn't even refer to his signature education initiative—Race to the Top—by name.

He said only: "For less than 1 percent of what our nation spends on education each year, we've convinced nearly every state in
the country to raise their standards for teaching and learning—the first time that's happened in a generation."

And he stressed the importance of teaching, a key theme he's hit on before.

"Teachers matter. So instead of bashing them, or defending the status quo, let's offer schools a deal. Give them the resources
to keep good teachers on the job, and reward the best ones," he said. "In return, grant schools flexibility: To teach with creativity
and passion; to stop teaching to the test; and to replace teachers who just aren't helping kids learn.That's a bargain worth
making."

According to a "blueprint" sent out by the White House during the speech, Obama wants to create a new competitive program
that will challenge states and districts to work with their teachers and unions to comprehensively reform the teaching profession.
This new competition seems to be a twist on and an expansion of the existing Teacher Incentive Fund. It would seek to: reform
colleges of education and make these schools more selective; create new career ladders for teachers to become more effective,
and ensure that earnings are tied more closely to performance; and, establish more leadership roles and responsibilities for
teachers in running schools.

The competition would also seek to improve professional development and time for collaboration among teachers; create
evaluation systems based on multiple measures, rather than just test scores; and, reshape tenure to raise the bar, protect good
teachers, and promote accountability.

This proposal aside, the focus of Obama's education agenda in the coming year seems to be on college affordability.

Obama's call to withhold federal funding from colleges that don't do a good job of holding down their tuition costs met with mixed
reaction from lawmakers on the education committees.

Rep. Virginia Foxx, R-N.C., who oversees the House subcommittee that deals with higher education, said that shouldn't be the
job of the U.S. Department of Education.

"I don't believe the federal government has any business being involved in education," she said in an interview. And she took
exception to the president's description of education programs as workforce 'training.'"

"You train your dog," she said. "You educate people."

Rep. Rob Andrews, D-N.J., who has a long record on postsecondary issues, is also unsure whether withholding federal aid from
universities is a good way to go. "I'm not sure it's workable, or the right way to go," he said. He was much more enthusiastic
about Obama's proposal to hold down student loan interest rates, which he said has a chance of passing the education
committee, if the administration can pinpoint "the right pay-fors" to cover the cost.

Sen. Michael Bennet, D-Colo., the former Denver schools chief and a leader on K-12 issues, was more enthusiastic about the
package of proposals. "Incentivizing institutions to be more efficient is entirely appropriate," he said. But he's anxious for more
details on the proposal.

While putting responsibility on colleges and universities, Obama also wants states to do their part and spend more on higher
education. And, he has an assignment for Congress, too.

"Congress needs to stop the interest rates on student loans from doubling in July. Extend the tuition tax credit we started that
saves millions of middle-class families thousands of dollars," he said. "And give more young people the chance to earn their way
through college by doubling the number of work-study jobs in the next five years."

Obama also called for community colleges to partner with local businesses to help create jobs.

College affordability is not a new theme for the administration, which has already taken a number of steps to make it easier for



students to cover the cost of college, including simplifying college-aid forms, boosting the maximum Pell Grant from $4,731 to
$5,550 and scrapping the Federal Family Education Loan Program, which used subsidized private lenders, in favor of direct
government loans. And it has implemented income-based repayment plans, which make it easier for graduates to repay their
loans.

But there has been backlash. Republicans have criticized the administration for raising Pell Grants too quickly, bringing the
program under enormous financial pressure as more students seek post-secondary education to boost their skills. In fact, in the
most recent budget agreement, lawmakers made some big changes to the program's eligibility requirements, including slashing
the number of semesters students can receive the grants from 18 to 12.

Both of the country's major teachers' unions—who are very important to the Democratic base in such a key election
year—praised the speech overall. And they really liked Obama's call for an end to "teaching to the test."

"We appreciate the president's call to support teachers and to stop teaching to the test," said Dennis Van Roekel, the president
of the National Education Association, in a statement. "Teachers and educators are eager to work with the Obama
administration on ideas to strengthen the profession of teaching and help all students succeed."

American Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten echoed those sentiments.

"Obama also made clear tonight what America's teachers have long understood: We can't test our way to a middle class; we
must educate our way to a middle class. The overemphasis on testing has led to narrowing of the curriculum, rather than
creating a path to critical thinking and problem solving," she said in a statement.

Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, who many fellow Republicans wanted to see run for president, delivered the GOP response,
hammering Obama for leading a "big and bossy" government that's built on the backs of middle-class Americans and is dragging
down the economy. However, he had two bits of praise for the president: one, for killing Osama bin Laden, and the second, for
"bravely backing long overdue changes in public education." Although Daniels did not cite specifics, the president has made
some policies that Republicans often support—such as expanding charter schools and revamping teacher evaluations—central
to his Race to the Top competition.

Last year, Obama used the State of the Union speech to call on Congress to renew the ESEA. But the administration doesn't
like either of the two proposals lawmakers have put out so far—including a bipartisan bill that passed the Senate education
committee last fall, and a draft proposal released earlier this month by U.S. Rep. John Kline, R-Minn., the chairman of the
House education committee. U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan has said that the administration's waiver package is
stronger on accountability than either of those proposals.

(Back to top)

STATE NEWS

Ohio schools boost ranking in 2 U.S. studies
Dayton Daily News
By: Jill Kelley
January 24, 2012
http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/ohio-news/ohio-schools-boost-ranking-in-2-u-s-studies-1317940.html

Ohio ranked 10th and 21st for its K-12 education performance and policy as compared to all other states and the District of
Columbia for 2011, according to two national studies released this month.

In a third study, released today by the National Council on Teacher Quality, the state’s teachers tied for fifth in the nation.

According to the NCTQ, Ohio teachers earned a “C+” for 2011 in biennial report. The state had received a “D+” two years ago,
making it one of the most improved states according to the most recent study.

Ohio was lauded for its steps to expand its pool of potential teachers, teacher preparation, identifying effective teachers and
removing ineffective ones.

Centerville Superintendent Tom Henderson said he believes the state has gone up in the rankings because there is increased
accountability in all realms of education.

“The research is pretty clear that great teachers do great things,” Henderson said. “Getting to the heart of everything, the
literature is just very clear that highly qualified teachers make a difference.”

The state lost ground on the NCTQ study only in the category of retaining effective teachers. This reflects the reduction in
teaching staffs in the wake of state funding cuts, as well as the increasing retirements among veteran teachers concerned about
proposed changes to the teacher pension system.

In the two recent studies concerning performance and policy, Ohio also ranked high.



According to Patrick Gallaway of the Ohio Department of Education, the Quality Counts Report Card is the more recognized
barometer. It has been published by Education Week since 2008.

The Quality Counts index, as previously reported by the Dayton Daily News, put Ohio at 10th in the nation, with an overall grade
of “C+.”

That study has Ohio slightly improving from its 11th-place finish last year, although the state earned a “B-” for 2010. The
discrepancy was due to the fact that most states’ overall scores went down slightly.

The nation as a whole received a “C” from Quality Counts for 2011.

The second performance study was conducted by the American Legislative Exchange Council. It was released Tuesday and has
Ohio coming in 21st for its K-12 performance, progress and reform. ALEC also gave Ohio a “B” for its access to high-quality
education.

ALEC, which calls itself a nonpartisan group of conservative state lawmakers, based its findings primarily on results from the
National Assessment of Educational Progress exams. These tests are administered uniformly across the country to select
urban districts.

Dave Myslinski, director of education task force at ALEC, said Ohio jumped from 21st from 35th, reflecting positive changes
being made by the state.

“Our data is very sensitive to minor changes because they are based on improvements,” he said.

Although ALEC has a reputation for being pro-charter school, Myslinski said, “we’re all for improvement in all schools — we’ll
take whatever.”

Massachusetts ranked first for student performance in the ALEC study, while Missouri had the highest education reform grade.
West Virginia placed last in both categories.

Gallaway said it is important to keep all rankings in context, and focus on the work ahead.

“While Ohio continues to rank better than most states in the 2011 reports, our goal remains to be the best education system in
the nation as measured by this and future reports,” he said.

(Back to top)

Report: Rhode Island’s strides on teacher quality among best
Associated Press
By: Erika Neidowski
January 25, 2012
http://www.boston.com/news/education/k_12/articles/2012/01/25/report_ris_strides_on_teacher_quality_among_best/

PROVIDENCE, R.I.—Rhode Island is among the states that have made the most strides on teacher quality policies in the last
two years, a national education research and policy group said Wednesday.

A report by the National Council on Teacher Quality ranked Rhode Island fifth in the nation in overall progress on policies ranging
from teacher tenure and teacher compensation to pensions and performance evaluations.

In its "State Teacher Policy Yearbook," the council, which seeks to improve the quality of teaching, gave Rhode Island an overall
grade of B-, compared to a D in 2009.

Only one state -- Florida -- was given a better grade, of B, and only two other states -- Oklahoma and Tennessee -- got the same
grade. Overall, 28 states improved their grades over the last two years.

State Education Commissioner Deborah Gist said the state has focused in the last two years on efforts to boost teacher quality,
including by revising regulations on teacher evaluations and certifications, among other things.

"Improving educator effectiveness is at the core of our theory of change for the state," she told The Associated Press. "It's good
to see that that's reflected and acknowledged in this analysis."

Lawrence Purtill, president of the National Education Association Rhode Island, said he had not seen the report but was not
surprised the state fared well.

"I'm not sure people outside the education profession understand how hard teachers work to be good teachers -- the time and
the effort that goes into it," he said. "More is being required of them than ever and they're certainly up to the task. I give the
credit to the teachers."

The yearbook, which measures progress against 36 policy goals, offered grades in five categories. Rhode Island got an A- in



identifying effective teachers, an area in which it was given a D in 2009. It got a B+ in getting rid of ineffective teachers,
compared to an F two years ago. It also improved in expanding its teacher pool, earning a B- in expanding compared to an
earlier C.

It fared less well in two other areas, receiving a D+ in delivering well-prepared teachers -- up from a D. It also got a D in retaining
effective teachers, the same grade it received two years ago.

Some of the policy strengths identified in the report are that all new teachers receive mentoring; that more has been done to
make sure teachers meet licensure testing requirements within a year; and that teacher tenure decisions are tied to classroom
effectiveness.

One policy weakness, according to the report, is that out-of-state teachers are not required to meet the state's testing
requirements. Others are that middle-school and secondary teachers aren't required to pass a test in the content area they're
teaching; and that pension policies are "not portable, flexible or fair" to all teachers.

(Back to top)

Florida: Bill: Give parents more say on what happens to failing schools
News Service of Florida
By: Staff
January 24, 2012
http://www.news-press.com/article/20120124/NEWS0107/120124032/Bill-Give-parents-more-say-what-happens-failing-schools?
odyssey=tab|topnews|text|Home

Parents of children in chronically failing schools would get greater power to force the schools to change, including the possibility
they could make the school into a charter school or contract its management out, under a bill that advanced Tuesday in the
House.

Under current law, Florida public schools labeled as “chronically failing” by the state and federal government face several choices
for how they can try to improve, under a system put in place to meet the federal “No Child Left Behind." But currently, it's the
school district that drives the decision on how the school should be dealt with. It submits a plan – though the law sets out
several choices for things that can be done – to state education officials.

Under a bill moving in both chambers of the Legislature, if improvement doesn't happen within a year, parents could dictate what
will happen, if 51 percent of them agree, though they still would be limited to certain options laid out in federal law, and the plan
would be subject to Department of Education approval.

The parents could force the school district to transfer students to other schools; close the school and re-open it as a charter
school with a new governing board running it; or contract with an outside management group to run it, for example.

“Anywhere in our communities where schools are struggling, parents have continued to come forward and say they want to have
a role in the revitalization of a school and in making the education in their community better for all students, not just their own,”
said Senate bill sponsor Lizbeth Benacquisto, R-Fort Myers.

The idea for a parent trigger bill for changing school management emerged in Florida last year when it was pushed by Michelle
Rhee, former Washington D.C. schools chancellor who was an informal advisor to new Gov. Rick Scott.

This year it appeared in a version of the governor’s legislative agenda.

The idea for the parent trigger comes from California, where two years ago that state’s legislature passed a similar bill giving
parents in a failing school a majority vote on whether to turn it into a charter school.

One of the early backers of the bill was Shirley Ford.

"Fifty-one percent is a high bar. So if you have 51 percent of anyone doing anything in any community, especially in a
community where schools are failing, that’s speaking to the power, that’s speaking to the fact that parents are sick and tired of
the failure, and we need to make a change,” said Ford, who is a senior advisor with Parent Revolution—the group that created
and backed the original parent-trigger bill, which is now starting to pop up in a number of states.

But critics say the measures pit parents against parents, and parents against school districts.

In California, “It wasn’t a formula for school improvement at all, it was more a formula for shutting the school down and turning it
over to private communities,” said Rita Solnet, a former Parent-Teacher Association president, who is also a founder of the group
Parents Across America, which opposes such laws. "When I say it was a catastrophic failure, it just created enormous hostility
and conflict within communities."

Solnet says the Florida version of the parent trigger law is better than the California model, but her group is still opposed to it.

Another opponent of the bill is the Florida Parent-Teacher Association. Jean Hovey, the association’s president, calls the



measures a thinly-veiled attempt to privatize schools. She also says the bill doesn’t address why schools fail, and why some
parents choose to sit out of the education process.

"There are lots of ways to get parents involved, you need to find out why they aren’t coming to the school, maybe it’s a language
or a cultural barrier," said Hovey. "There are avenues to work with the school district. And one of them is not, as this bill says, to
'pull the trigger' and turn the school over to a charter school.”

Only a few Florida school districts have elected to turn their failing schools into charters under the current system, where the
district gets the say. Most have chosen to switch out school administrators and provide the school with extra money.

Supporters of the bill, which is backed by the Foundation for Florida’s Future, former Gov. Jeb Bush’s education lobbying group,
say the goal is to get parents involved, not spark dissent. They note that in other states with parent-trigger laws, like Texas and
Mississippi, there was bi-partisan support. And in a press conference Tuesday about the bill, former State Sen. Al Lawson, a
Democrat, backed the bill as well.

"I am convinced that with this bill, that we are going to solve a major problem,” said Lawson. “And that is that you are going to
give parents the responsibility to be more involved in their kids’ education and to empower them to help move a school in a
direction that they need to go.”

The proposals, Senate Bill 1718 and House Bill 1191 also call for children assigned to teachers with poor evaluations to receive
a high performing teacher the next school year. And it informs parents that they have the right to request a copy of their child’s
teacher evaluation, and gives a virtual school option to students with ineffective or out of field teachers. It also calls on districts
not to assign poor teachers to already failing schools.

The bills cleared their first committee stops in the House and Senate Tuesday. The House bill was approved 11-3 in the House
K-20 Innovation Subcommittee, and now goes to Rulemaking and Regulation.

The Senate version was approved unanimously Tuesday by the Senate Education Committee and goes to the Budget
Committee next.
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Georgia: Common Core Standards Developed for K-12 Students
Peachtree Corners
By: Mary Kay Murphy
January 25, 2012
http://peachtreecorners.patch.com/articles/common-core-standards-developed-for-k-12-students

In 2010, the National Governors’ Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers led a national effort to develop
Common Core Standards for K-12 students in the nation’s public schools.

To date, 44 states have approved and adopted the standards. In Georgia, former Gov. Sonny Perdue and former State
Superintendent Kathy Cox led the effort.  Gov. Nathan Deal and Superintendent John Barge support the standards and are
implementing them throughout Georgia’s public schools.

Common Core Standards are based on skills that students should develop as they move through grades K-12. They are not
based on content to be taught and learned. The Georgia Department of Education is providing leadership in the adoption and
implementation of the Standards for all public school systems in Georgia.

To date, Common Core Standards have been developed for English Language Arts and for Mathematics. The National Council of
Social Studies developed the Common Core Standards for Social Studies. These are included in the standards for English
Language Arts.

The timeline in Georgia for adopting and implementing the Common Core Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics
is as follows:

1.     January – May 2012 – grade-by-grade teacher professional learning;

2.     2012 – 2013 – classroom implementation;

3.     2014 – 2015 – projected date for assessment.

The Standards provide a consistent framework to prepare students for success in college and/or the 21st Century workplace.
They have the following characteristics:

Developed by standards experts and educators;
Supported by rigorous international standards;
Received multiple rounds of feedback from states and national organizations representing educators, including the
International Reading Association, the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, and the National Council of Teachers



of English.

For students in Georgia, the Common Core Standards mean the following:

Rigorous knowledge and skills needed to succeed in college and/or careers;
Consistent expectations across states for all students, regardless of whether they decide to attend Georgia Tech or UCLA
or pursue a job in Georgia, Maine, or Indiana;
Relevant content and application of knowledge through high level thinking skills.

For educators in Georgia, the Standards mean the following:

Clear, focused expectations that assist educators in being on the same page and working together with students and
parents toward shared goals;
A common-sense next step that is aligned in our current Georgia Performance Standards.

For taxpayers of Georgia, the Common Core Standards mean the following:

Long-term potential savings on textbooks and instructional resources as a result of a consistency in the development of
materials across states.

Examples of Common Core Standards are as follows:

1.     Grades 11-12 for Literacy in History, Social Studies, Science, and Technical Students:  Range of Writing. 

Common Core Standard:  Write routinely over extended time frames [time for reflection and revision] and shorter time frames [a
single setting or a day or two] for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

2.     Grades 11-12 for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas.

Common Core Standard:  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (i.e.,
quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address a question or solve a problem.

As District III School Board member, I support the move toward Common Core Standards for grades K-12 in public schools of
Georgia. Our nation is mobile.  Our families move across the nation with frequency.

Having a standardized set of skills for our students to achieve is also a benefit for employers who want assurance that they will
find a trained workforce for their needs in the communities in which they locate.
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