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NATIONAL NEWS
Duncan on ESEA: You Don't Want A Weak Bill
Education Week
By: Alyson Klein
November 2, 2011
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2011/11/duncan_on_esea_you_dont_want_a.html

So, after pushing Congress for years to renew the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, it doesn't sound like Secretary of
Education Arne Duncan is such a fan of the bill that passed out of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee last month.

Here's what he told my colleague, Stephen Sawchuk of Teacher Beat fame in an interview earlier this week. Steve asked him
what he thought of the bill's teacher evaluation provisions, which were scaled back to garner GOP support.

"I appreciate folks are working together [on K-12] education—it may be about the only issue right now," Duncan said. "I'm
encouraged about the process, but it can't just be about the process, it has to be about the product. You don't want to have a
weak bill or a bad bill at the end of the day."

He said he thought some parts of the bill were very strong. But in other areas, the bill might represent "a step back on raising
standards and accountability. We've seen so much progress, we've got to keep getting better, not going backwards."

And he added that there are lots of opportunities ahead to continue to shape the bill.

The administration expressed its concerns with the bill's accountability provisions, which would allow states to decide whether to
intervene in most schools up to states, here.

(Back to top)

How Race to Top States Fared on NAEP: The Hawaii Surprise
Education Week
By: Michele McNeil
November 2, 2011
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2011/11/how_race_to_top_states_fared_o.html

Even though it's too early to start judging how well Race to the Top states are using their $4 billion in winnings to improve
student achievement, it's not too early to start looking at key indicators. And NAEP is one of them.

So just how did Race to the Top states fare on the 2011 NAEP versus non-winners?

There weren't many bright spots in the NAEP results released Tuesday, as reading scores remained relatively flat and math
scores inched up. But amid the bright spots were, indeed, some Race to the Top states.



Hawaii (yes, Hawaii!) and Maryland were the exceptions in reading. Students in both of those Race to the Top states (and only
those states) scored higher in both 4th grade and 8th grade reading than in 2009. (Winner Massachusetts, and other non-
winning states, scored higher in 4th grade only. Another winner, North Carolina, was among a few scoring higher in 8th grade.)

That's pretty significant, especially for Hawaii, which hasn't been a darling of the education reformers. Education Secretary Arne
Duncan and crew even debated how to avoid giving the state a Race to the Top award. Lately, the state's taken a beating over its
teacher-evaluation system (or lack of one) with some critics saying Hawaii should have to give the money back. But, as Mike
Petrilli at Flypaper noted, maybe there's something to Hawaii winning after all.

In math, winners D.C., Rhode Island, and Hawaii (yes, Hawaii again!) made gains in both grades since 2009. Non-winner New
Mexico was the only other state to post gains in both grades. Winner Georgia (and several other non-winning states) made
gains in 4th grade only, and Ohio and a few others made gains in 8th grade.

Rhode Island's jump in both grades is noteworthy because the state's low math achievement in particular has bothered
Education Commissioner Deb Gist, who set very high goals for that subject in general as part of the state's Race to the Top
application.

But even more spectacular is D.C.'s giant leaps in math. In four years, D.C.'s scores have jumped 12 points in eighth grade, and
8 points in fourth grade—making D.C. the biggest score mover on NAEP. (That's a lot of points when scores in most states
barely budge from year to year.)

What about the other Race to the Top states? Like most of the nation, their scores didn't budge much. New York was the only
Race to the Top state to see its scores go down in at least one area, in 4th grade math.

The Politics K-12 take: It's way too early to use these results to judge the success of Race to the Top, or any winning state. But
D.C.'s math achievement is clearly worth studying. And, Hawaii, for all sorts of reasons, is a state to watch as the Race to the
Top program gets implemented.

(Back to top)
 

Teach for America teachers outperform counterparts, report says
Memphis Commercial Appeal
By: Jane Roberts
November 1, 2011
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2011/nov/01/teach-america-memphis-produces-effective-teachers/

Teachers certified through Teach for America and Lipscomb University in Nashville outperform veteran teachers, according to the
state card on teacher training released Tuesday.

The report, produced by the Tennessee Higher Education Commission, shows which of the state's teacher programs tend to
produce highly effective teachers and which do not.

Teach for America in Memphis and Nashville outshone traditional college programs and alternative certification programs
statewide.

In Memphis, where TFA members make up 3 percent of the city schools faculty, the teachers showed "statistically significant
positive difference" over both veteran and new teachers and ranked high in the top quintile of teachers across Tennessee in
reading, science and social studies.

"Our research team is poring over this data, seeing all that it tells us and what the story is behind the numbers," said Athena
Turner, executive director of Memphis TFA.

Nine teacher training programs, including Tennessee State University, University of Tennessee-Martin, Middle Tennessee State
and the Memphis Teacher Residency were cited for failing to compete with the quality of new teachers from other programs.

Memphis Teacher Residency, which recruits college graduates from other careers and trains them to teach in the city schools,
had the lowest composite score of 17 institutions reporting for grades 9-12.

But among teachers in fourth through eighth grades, it had the fifth highest composite scores.

"... our loss was far more glaring than our win, and we cannot accept any losses," MTR executive director David Montague told
"stakeholders" in an e-mail Monday.

While University of Memphis graduates perform well against other new teachers, recent graduates compared poorly against
teacher veterans in elementary schools, with the university showing significant weakness in reading scores.

Marty Alberg, assistant dean of pre-K through 12 programs at the university, says last year's data does not reflect the
"revamped" teacher training curriculum, including a full-year teacher residency.



"Our feedback from schools where our students are doing their residency -- what you may know as student teaching -- is
overwhelmingly positive from the teachers they are working with, the principals in those schools and the district administrators in
those schools," she said.

Last year, U of M had 249 new teachers employed in schools in Shelby County, more than any of the 40-plus other teacher
training programs in the state combined.

The state report card on teacher training programs includes data only on the 35 percent of teachers in state-tested subjects and
grades. This year's report is based on test results from last spring.

Nationally, the Teach for America program admits only high-scoring college graduates who receive two years of intensive training
while they also teach in high-poverty schools.

Last year, TFA and Vanderbilt scored highest in state teacher training results.

In 2009, the state began retooling teacher training in an effort to increase the state's pool of college graduates.

-- Jane Roberts: (901) 529-2512

More test results

The need for better teachers in Tennessee was underscored Tuesday in the flat results the state received from National
Assessment of Educational Progress, also known as the National Report Card.

In the report, 26 percent of Tennessee's fourth-grade students are deemed proficient in reading and 30 percent are proficient in
math, marking little change in five years.

"The reality is that in today's world, if you stand still, you get passed," said Education Commissioner Kevin Huffman said. "It's
not good enough to not go backward, or improve only slightly -- we want to be the fastest-improving state in the nation."

In Mississippi, 26 percent are proficient in reading; 27 percent of 4th graders are proficient in math.

In Arkansas, 36 percent are proficient in reading; 39 percent of 4th graders are proficient in math.

On the web:

To see the report card go to:

http://www.tn.gov/thec/Divisions/fttt/account_report/2011reportcard/report_card.shtml

(Back to top)

STATE NEWS
South Carolina Superintendent of Education Zais Talks Education Policy
Easley Patch
By: Lindsay Street
November 1, 2011
http://easley.patch.com/articles/zais-talks-education-policy
 
South Carolina Superintendent of Education Mick Zais said more money, smaller class sizes don't work.

One year into his first term, S.C. Superintendent of Education Mick Zais is causing a rattle in the state's ailing education
system, even among his Republican colleagues.

Out numbered on the State Board of Education by mostly GOP delegates from each of the 16 legislative districts, Zais has
ideas to transform — not reform — the state. 

"We take a lot of votes and we lose about all of them," Zais said, referring to two other conservative members of the board.

The superintendent visited the Lowcountry on Tuesday, making stops at schools and culminating the trip by speaking at a
LowCountry 9.12 meeting in Summerville.

Zais gave an outline of his plans for education, which includes passing a bill that would create pay-for-performance for teachers. 

"There's not much that's more important (than education). Some of the maladies we see in our society today are a product of the
education system we have ongoing," Zais said. 

Zais was joined by State Board member Larry Kobrovsky at the conservative group's meeting at Knightsville United Methodist
Church. Kobrovsky represents Charleston and Berkeley counties on the board. 



"It's awfully lonely up there," Kobrovsky said. "You wouldn't think that because this is a Republican state."

But as Zais said, education is a "bipartisan issue," and who wouldn't want to spend more money for the children?

"A lot of people have solution for education, and traditional solutions for improving education — more money, smaller classes,
improved curriculum and better facilities — will not work," Zaid said. "The perspective on funding that I bring to education is this:
given the dollars available how do we maximize student learning? The advantage of this perspective is that it focuses on
outcomes of learning, not inputs — spending, facilities, curriculum. This perspective invites opportunities for innovation and it
also limits the taxpayer's liability."

Kobrovsky called the liberal fiscal education policies among Republicans in the state "mind-boggling." Both Zais and Kobrovsky
keyed in on the phrase "it's for the good of the children" when funding education.

"If it's good for the children, the taxpayers ought to pay for it, and by that logic you'd have a Golds Gym and an olympic pool at
every school because it's good for the kids," Zais said.

Watch the state board of education's meeting at 1 p.m. Nov. 10 via a live video feed. 

According to the superintendent, who likened education to a medical or law practice, "accountability, competition and incentive
have the power to transform education." 

On Tuesday, the results of the National Assessment of Education Progress were released — pinpointing the state's problem
with reading on the fourth grade level. Click here to read more. 

Zais zeroed in on reading as being key to education and employment in the state. 

"We have a big problem in South Carolina with the large number of students who fail to graduate from high school with little
prospects of employment, and certainly no prospects for being economically independent and caring for a family, much less
themselves. And the key to employment and success in school is the ability to read," Zais said. "Well-meaning people, well-
intentioned, believe that every child should have 45 minutes of P.E. and 45 minutes of music and 45 minutes of art … but if you
can't read, it doesn't matter. They're aren't many semi-literate people in the art museum, the symphony orchestra or the live
theater. You've got to read first."

Zais offered his solutions to help fix the state's educational status: individualizing and customizing education, parent and local
empowerment, and paying for performance for teachers. 

"While every child is special, every child is different," Zais said. "They differ in ability — let me say that again: they differ in
ability — in motivation, the rates at which they mature, their interest, their skill set, their personality, their home environment.

"Despite these enormous differences, we have a system that puts them all in the same classroom. It's a system based on mass
production and standardization." 

According to Zais, the college-preparatory curriculum standardized in high schools since the late 1800s no longer works for a
society that now has a majority of children educated through the high school level. He said that parents should be able to
choose from a "menu of options" to find a school that fits their needs, whether it's public, private, magnet, charter or home
schooling, and whether it's vocational-minded or college preparatory.

"What I'm suggesting is flexibility," Zais said, adding that it should be an option for a student to take public speaking or
business writing instead of a British literature class, or consumer math instead of pre-calculus. 

Watch the video attached to this story to hear what Zais had to say about the International Baccalaureate program in public
schools. 

Also bucking standardization from the national level, Zais will request a waiver from participation in the No Child Left Behind
assessments next year. His chief complaint is the demoralizing assessments that will fail a school based on one missed mark. 

Giving parents the ability to choose schools and programs, and then empowering the state and local school districts to tailor
instruction, rather than the federal government, will help fix educational woes, according to Zais.

"I'm trying to disassemble policy, not make more, so we can have more local control," he said.

After home environment, Zais said, teachers are the most important key to success for students.

"The most powerful and cost effective way of improving education is to get excellent teachers in every classroom," Zais said.
"Unfortunately our compensation system ignores their effectiveness and rewards them on things that have no relationship on
their competence." 

Those rewards include seniority after five years, certifications and masters or doctorate degrees, which don't determine effective
teaching, according to Zais. 
Part of his focus on teachers includes his Teacher Protection Act, which he again tied back to empowering local leaders like



district superintendents and school principals.  

"Teachers need the ability to maintain discipline in a classroom and award grades in accordance with the performance of their
students," Zais said. 

But all these policy ideas face an uphill battle, not only on the State Board of Education, but also among state legislators.

"I'm not the only guy who establishes policy in South Carolina. I have a little insight for you: there's nobody in charge," Zais said,
adding that between funding being developed in committees within both the House and the Senate, there is little control by a
singular person over the fate of education. 

(Back to top)

Opinion: Utah’s Economic Key: Education
Salt Lake Tribune
By: Cheryl Oldham and Lane Beattie
November 2, 2011
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/opinion/52819058-82/utah-business-education-economic.html.csp
 
Utahns have many reasons to be proud. The state has a long history of survival during difficult times, and at a time when so
many are struggling, Utah is experiencing record growth and plentiful jobs. However, true prosperity demands more than the
simple availability of jobs.

Having a well-trained and educated workforce to fill those jobs is critical to economic stability and success. When this talent is
missing, we must take a very close and honest look at the systems responsible for preparing our young people.

The business community knows that a vibrant economy requires a commitment to education reform. In keeping with Utah’s
pioneering spirit, business leaders, in partnership with their local chambers of commerce, have already mobilized to advance
educational investment and innovation. The initiative, Prosperity 2020, is setting bold standards for Utah’s young people and for
the future. With a business-oriented plan to improve results, the movement wants 90 percent of elementary students to achieve
reading and math proficiency. In addition, it aims to have two-thirds of Utahns achieve postsecondary training by 2020. For this
is what Utah employers will require to maintain a vibrant and competitive workforce.

The state is making progress. Utah has adopted the rigorous Common Core Standards to push students toward success
beyond the classroom. Utah welcomes innovative and alternative programing like charter schools, and Utah dollars spent on
education are spent efficiently. But a lot of work remains to be done.

Other areas essential to reforming Utah’s education system and preparing a highly skilled workforce include a stronger focus on
early success, ensuring all students are college and career ready by employing the Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics acceleration and evaluation and performance pay for teachers and principals.

We know that business has a clear economic stake in the future of our nation and our children. We know that business must be
an active partner in promoting policies that help young children succeed. We know test scores indicate that U.S. students are
not on pace to become the workers we need.

How will Utah apply what we know to how we educate our young people? The nation’s economic challenge is felt nowhere more
intimately than by local businesses as they struggle to find top-level talent. Utahns must stand behind business leaders as they
take on these challenges. Our future economic security depends on it.

Cheryl Oldham is vice president of the U.S. Forum for Policy Innovation and vice president of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s
Institute for a Competitive Workforce. ICW is the chamber’s education and workforce affiliate; Lane Beattie is the president and
CEO of the Salt Lake Chamber.
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New Mexico Opinion: Doing it right the first time
The New Mexican
By: Editorial Board
November 2, 2011
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/Opinion/Our-view-Doing-it-right-the-first-time
 
It's interesting to note that state Sen. Vernon Asbill, a Republican from Carlsbad who sponsored the A-F school grading bill,
wants the state Public Education Department to go slow in implementing the new standards. The message is clear: Get it right,
even if doing so takes a bit more time.

He is also clear that new rules won't work without the state putting its money where the regulations are, telling a hearing on the
proposed changes this week that, "The A-F grading bill models the Florida model that has shown some success. Part of the
success of the Florida model was that Florida invested money into this program, hiring more than 7,000 reading teachers and



reading coaches. And we in the state of New Mexico have cut the education budget significantly and have cut counselors and
reading coaches and so forth. I think for the success of this model, we're going to have to make sure we are sufficiently funding
education." (That comment, by the way, comes just a few days before a New Mexico Voices for Children Report that shows
a 5 percent funding cut for public schools this year.)

While we think the A-F model — for its simplicity alone — improves upon the gobbledygook of the Adequate Yearly Progress
measures used in the federal No Child Left Behind law, we also agree that it's essential to build a solid framework by which
schools will be graded. At the Monday hearing, reporter Robert Nott wrote that speakers described the rules as confusing,
complex and ambiguous — and that's hardly comforting.

Left particularly ambiguous is what happens to schools that make a D or F. The rules call for school boards to prioritize
resources to D or F schools until they make a C for two years in a row. Just what those resources will be — supposedly proven
curricula or programs — is still a mystery. Who decides what is proven? Who profits when districts have to buy new books or
teaching materials? Are local communities satisfied with letting state bureaucrats choose curricula for their schools? What
happens to the schools that are no longer a priority?

All of these questions need to be answered before the standards are set.

Even more murky is what will happen to the schools that, for whatever reason, do not improve. All over the country, companies
that sell online courses are trying to muscle in to take over neighborhood public schools. We agree that schools that fail children
need to improve, but we would hate to see a solution that plunks children in front of a computer for much of the day and that
closes neighborhood schools in favor of paying out-of-state vendors. Further, there's still no verdict on whether virtual schools
beat real schools, just as some charter schools are good and others are lousy. The "solutions" being peddled, in other words,
might not improve the situation one whit.

Never forget that education reform is as much big business as it is about children. Test-makers profit. Booksellers profit.
Consultants profit. Vendors of online schooling profit. Regular classroom teachers, not so much; and so far, we have yet to see
much gain for children, who have seen so many of their school days disrupted by too much testing and not enough teaching.

We welcome the A-F standards. However, rather than think New Mexico superintendents are laggards who don't want reform, we
think it might be wise to listen to their concerns. As the top educators closest to the students, they have seen one reform after
another come and go. They have sage advice to those who would listen. Asbill has heard them and is cautioning Secretary-
designate Hanna Skandera to listen as well and go "slow and steady." We think that is good advice.
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