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Below is a summary of the blogs/articles that reported the NCTQ support statement. 
 
The statement is posted on the Foundation for Excellence in Education’s website here.
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8 'Chiefs For Change' Endorse Education School Review
Education Week
By Stephen Sawchuk
June 1, 2011 12:46 PM

Eight state education chiefs belonging to the "Chiefs for Change" coalition today endorsed a controversial review of university-
based teacher education programs now being conducted by the National Council on Teacher Quality and U.S. News and World
Report.

"Great teachers make great students. Preparing teachers with the knowledge and skills to be effective educators is paramount
to improving student achievement. Ultimately, colleges of education should be reviewed the same way we propose evaluating
teachers—based on student learning," the chiefs said in a statement. "Until that data becomes available in every state, Chiefs
for Change supports the efforts of the National Council on Teacher Quality to gather research-based data and information about
the nation's colleges of education."

Chiefs for Change is a coalition of state education chiefs that supports such reforms as teacher-evaluation reform, school
choice, and school accountability. The group currently counts nine members (a tenth, former Louisiana Superintendent Paul
Pastorak, resigned recently).

Eight of the nine members endorsed the review, with Virginia Secretary of Education Gerard Robinson apparently the lone
holdout.

The NCTQ/U.S. News effort to grade every college of education in the country against more than a dozen standards is now well
under way. It is based primarily on reviews of course requirements and syllabuses.



The groups' standards and review process have been criticized by several heavy-hitters in the teacher education community, and
some public institutions are not participating voluntarily in the review.

The chiefs endorsing the review are Janet Barresi, Oklahoma state superintendent of public instruction; Tony Bennett, Indiana
superintendent of public instruction; Steve Bowen, Maine commissioner of education; Chris Cerf, New Jersey commissioner of
education; Deborah A. Gist, Rhode Island commissioner of elementary and secondary education; Kevin Huffman, Tennessee
commissioner of education; Eric Smith, Florida commissioner of education; and Hanna Skandera, New Mexico public education
department secretary-designate.
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Ed school review project dividing old allies, agencies
St Petersburg Times
Author: Ron Matus
June 1, 2011
http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/gradebook/content/ed-school-review-project-dividing-old-allies-agencies

Florida Education Comissioner Eric J. Smith and seven other members of the Jeb Bush-backed Chiefs for Change came out this
morning in favor of a national project to rate and publicize the performance of colleges of education - a project vigorously
opposed by the 11 State University System ed schools in Florida and SUS Chancellor Frank Brogan.

Brogan, of course, served as Jeb Bush's first lieutenant governor.

So, Bush v. Brogan? DOE v. SUS?

This is getting juicy.

The project is a joint effort between the U.S. News & World Report, known for its college rankings, and the National Council on
Teacher Quality. As we've noted, Brogan said earlier this year, in very strong terms, that he supported the decision of the 11 ed
schools not to voluntarily participate in the project.

The Chiefs for Change missive didn't specifically address Brogan's position or the Florida piece of this budding, national
controversy (other ed schools have also said they won't voluntarily participate.) But they made no bones about where they stood.
Here's the statement in full:

"Great teachers make great students. Preparing teachers with the knowledge and skills to be effective educators is paramount
to improving student achievement. Ultimately, colleges of education should be reviewed the same way we propose evaluating
teachers - based on student learning."

"Until that data becomes available in every state, Chiefs for Change supports the efforts of the National Council on Teacher
Quality to gather research-based data and information about the nation's colleges of education. This research can provide a
valuable tool for improving the quality of education for educators."

"Schools of education must equip teachers with the ability to effectively prepare students for an increasingly competitive global
economy because the true success of these programs is measured by K-12 student achievement - whether students taught by
graduates are being equipped for success in college and their careers."

On a related note, the NCTQ has said it's going to pursue the project, whether ed schools voluntarily participate or not. To that
end, the group sent a lengthy public records request last week to all the public ed schools in Florida, including those at state
colleges (formerly community colleges.)
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Thank you Chiefs for Change!
http://www.nctq.org/p/tqb/viewStory.jsp?id=25821

By Kate Walsh

We are both honored and gratified by today's announcement by the Chiefs for Change that their eight state school chiefs are
formally endorsing our review of the nation's teacher preparation programs.

The support of these important educational leaders underscores a fundamental tenet of our review: the need to give greater voice
to PK-12 schools in how teachers are prepared. The standards that we are using to evaluate the quality of teacher preparation
programs embody the knowledge and skills that superintendents and principals routinely identify needing from their new
teachers, but too often do not find.



The support of these state school chiefs should dispel any notion that US News & World Report and NCTQ act alone and
outside the consensus view on teacher preparation. Considered alongside a similar statement of support released last year by
school superintendents from across the country, as well as the seal of approval on our standards and methodology conferred by
our Technical Panel, it is increasingly clear that educators at all levels want this review to move forward.

The resolve to move forward, however, does not diminish our interest in working with higher education institutions to address
their ongoing concerns. We hope that we can continue to identify new opportunities to engage with higher ed leadership on
ensuring that our national review is both fair and accurate.

Spread the word: Like the news on our Facebook page atfacebook.com/teacherquality or tweet your thoughts using the hashtag
#teacherprep.
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