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NATIONAL NEWS

Opinion: New NAEP scores not good, but not bad either
Washington Post
By: Jay Mathews
November 1, 2011
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/class-struggle/post/new-naep-scores-not-good-but-not-bad-
either/2011/11/01/gIQAmVx7cM_blog.html

Kevin Carey, in his post for the Education Sector’s The Quick and the Ed blog, stakes out middle ground on the new National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) results. I think he gets the mixed, underwhelming results just about right.

He notes the importance of the long-term fourth grade math trend—from 50 percent failing to score even Basic in 1990 to only 18
percent at that distressing level in the latest results. Then he says what middle-of-the-roaders like me feel about where we are:

“First, these scores certainly contradict the more apocalyptic language out there, that standards and tests have ruined American
public education, driven the best teachers out of the classroom, etc., etc. There’s simply no evidence here to support that. At
the same time, it’s abundantly clear that [the No Child Left Behind law] did not create an inflection point of accelerating
improvement. That said, we should never take improvement for granted. Helping more students learn isn’t like rolling a ball along
a flat surface, where the key is to get momentum going that then mostly sustains itself. It’s a lot more like climbing a mountain,
where every increase in elevation is hard-won.”

(Back to top)

New Grades on Charter Schools
Time
By: Andrew J. Rotherham
November 3, 2011
http://ideas.time.com/2011/11/03/new-grades-on-charter-schools/

The two most common criticisms about charter schools are that A) many of them aren’t that good and B) the good ones can’t
be replicated to serve enough kids to really make a difference. TIME got an exclusive first look at the most comprehensive
evaluation of charter school networks ever, and although the study, which will be released on Nov. 4, underscores the challenge
of creating quality schools, it also makes clear that it is indeed possible to build a lot of schools that are game-changers for a lot
of students.

The study, conducted by Mathematica Policy Research and the University of Washington’s Center on Reinventing Public
Education, examined networks of affiliated charter schools, which in the education world are referred to as charter school



management organizations (CMOs). There are more than 130 of these non-profit networks serving about 250,000 students
nationwide. I was on an advisory board for the early conception and design of this study, the goal of which was to better
understand how CMOs operate and how effective they are. The study is filled with valuable data about how CMOs manage their
teachers, how much funding they get and how they use it and what kinds of students they serve. But I’m focusing here on
student achievement, which is, of course, the most contentious issue in the national debate about charter schools.

(MORE: Blame Game: Let’s Talk Honestly About Bad Teachers)

Of the 40 CMOs that were selected for inclusion in the study for various reasons, including having a minimum of four member
schools, 22 networks had sufficient data for the student-achievement analysis, which looked at three years of middle-school
performance. The study found that, in general, students at charter-network schools outperform similar students at traditional
public schools, although sometimes not by very much. But that overall average masks an enormous variation among different
CMOs. High-performing CMOs are so effective they are providing the equivalent of three years of schooling for students every two
years. But CMOs at the low end are so bad they are effectively costing students a year of learning every two years. Bottom line:
10 of the 22 CMOs are outperforming their public-school peers in math and reading, in some cases substantially; eight are
middling; and four are serious laggards.

These findings challenge long-held claims of both charter critics and proponents. Contrary to conventional wisdom, growth need
not come at the expense of quality. Some of the larger networks are also the best performing. But the study also shows clearly
that not every charter school network is a KIPP. The success of KIPP, which has grown to more than 100 schools that other
studies show have overall strong performance, obscures the CMO landscape. KIPP has become to charter schools what Coke
is to soft drinks — a ubiquitous shorthand covering a wide range of flavors and off-brands. As the new study shows, not all of the
quarter-million students in CMOs are getting a high-quality experience.

This variation points to the most complicated question the study raises. How much risk and failure are we willing to tolerate to
create much better schools for students who don’t have them today? Or, put another way, if I told you there was a way to create
10 outstanding networks of schools for students who lack decent educational options now but that the cost of doing this would
be the creation of four lousy networks of schools, would you take the deal?

Critics of charter schools say this choice is a false one and that we should instead focus on improving existing schools. But
their argument ignores the immediacy of educational failure. We’re talking about communities where public schools are not
failing just a little but where the catastrophe of broken lives unfolds every school year, places where less than half of high
schoolers graduate and where fewer than one in ten students finish college by their mid-20s. And let’s not forget, despite all the
noise about turning around persistently failing schools, that successful turnarounds are like snow leopards — more mythical
than actually observed.

(MORE: Can Education Be Moneyball-ed?)

Charter proponents also disagree with the lose-some-to-win-some premise. Their main argument against it is that bad charters
can be shut down. It’s true that this does happen — government officials have refused to renew some charters — but it’s proving
to be more difficult in practice than in theory. There is an old saw in education that closing a school is like moving a cemetery:
you get very little help from the inside. Charter parents and teachers often resist school closures just like their counterparts in
the traditional system, and today there are not enough effective — read strong — charter school authorizers around the country.

So although better policies would help some on the quality front, and we do need to be more serious about shutting down under-
performing charters, at some level creating some lemons is the price of innovation and progress. If we’re serious about creating
much better schools than the ones we have today, we must become more comfortable with this risk. Safe but mediocre is more
palatable for politicians and school officials, but it doesn’t work for kids or in the long run for our country. We should be
cognizant of the costs of school failure for students but equally aware of the steeper price of failing to innovate. More important
than any other finding in this new study is its takeaway that the cost of creating some exceptional schools is going to be the
creation of some bad ones, too.

Disclosure: I am affiliated with the Center on Reinventing Public Education at the University of Washington and have consulted
for Mathematica. Bellwether also works with the funders who commissioned the study.

Rotherham, a co-founder and partner at the nonprofit Bellwether Education, writes the blog Eduwonk. The views expressed are
his own.

(Back to top)

STATE NEWS

Rhode Island adopts new teacher certification rules
Associated Press
By: Staff
November 3, 2011
http://www.boston.com/news/local/rhode_island/articles/2011/11/03/ri_adopts_new_teacher_certification_rules/



Rhode Island teachers who receive poor evaluations for five consecutive years will lose their certification under new rules adopted
by state education officials.

Teachers will receive one of four ratings during annual evaluations: highly effective, effective, developing or ineffective. Any
teacher deemed "ineffective" for five years in a row will automatically lose their certification.

The Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education approved the new rules Thursday. The policy takes effect in
January.

Education Commissioner Deborah Gist says the new ratings will be linked to student achievement and other "evidence of
effective performance." Gist says the system is less bureaucratic than the previous certification system, which required more
complicated evaluations every five years.

(Back to top)

Board Approves Idaho Online Class Requirement
Associated Press
By: Staff
November 3, 2011
http://www.edweek.org/dd/articles/2011/11/03/466929usonlineeducation_ap.html

Idaho is set to become first state in the nation to require high school students to take at least two credits online to graduate.

The state Board of Education gave the requirement final approval Thursday, despite heavy criticism of the plan at public hearings
this summer.

The measure is part of a sweeping education overhaul that introduces teacher merit pay and phases in laptops for every high
school teacher and student.

Proponents say the virtual classes will help the state save money and better prepare students for college. But opponents claim
they'll replace teachers with computers and shift state taxpayer money to the out-of-state companies that will be tapped to
provide the online curriculum and laptops.

The rule will apply to students entering the 9th grade in fall 2012. It goes before Idaho lawmakers for review in the 2012 session,
which starts in January.

The education board gave the online graduation requirement its initial approval in September after heavy opposition was voiced
this summer at public hearings across Idaho. Trustees collected more feedback during a 21-day public comment period last
month.

"A majority of the comments felt there should not be an online learning requirement," said board member Don Soltman during
the meeting.

Schools nationwide offer virtual classes, but just three states—Alabama, Florida and Michigan—have adopted rules since 2006
to require online learning, according to the International Association of K-12 Online Learning. The online rules vary from state to
state, but Idaho would be the first to require two credits online.

The Idaho Education Association blasted the decision in a statement Thursday, saying the board "overruled the wishes of a
majority of Idahoans and disregarded parental choice" by mandating the online credits.

To online learning advocates, the requirement seems reasonable. They say children need to be prepared for the world that
awaits them after high school.

"There is still a live teacher. It may be at a distance, but that teacher is still instructing and interacting with the student," said
Susan Patrick, president of the International Association for K-12 Online Learning, a Washington-based nonprofit.

Kendra Wisenbaker, 28, is among those questioning the Idaho plan.

"The poor kids are guinea pigs," said Wisenbaker, an elementary school teacher in Meridian, the state's largest school district.

Like many of her students, Wisenbaker is on Facebook, and she spends several hours a day online. But when it comes to
requiring her tech-savvy kids to learn in a virtual classroom once they enter high school, Wisenbaker is among Idaho teachers
who aren't so sure.

"I am a little conflicted, I am. It won't work for every kid, and I think requiring it is a horrible idea," said Wisenbaker, who also
reasons that some students may thrive learning online. "But it shouldn't be an option for saving money," she said during an
interview with The Associated Press.

In Idaho, members of the state Board of Education have said most of the opposition is directed at new education laws as a



whole—not just the online requirements.

Nationwide, state legislatures tackled education policy this year and triggered protests from teachers over proposed changes to
their collective bargaining rights, and how they are evaluated and paid. But Idaho has made some of the most sweeping
changes, according to education experts.

The state is introducing teacher merit pay, limiting union bargaining rights and shifting money from salaries toward changes
such as more classroom technology, as part of the changes backed by public schools chief Tom Luna and the governor.

The overhaul has drawn heavy criticism, including from educators. But to others, Luna is changing a system that was badly
broken and they have commended him for restructuring how Idaho's scarce education dollars are spent.

A group seeking to recall Luna over the education changes failed to collect enough voter signatures earlier this year, but parents
and teachers who want to overturn the new laws did meet a June deadline to put three repeal measures on the November 2012
ballot.

(Back to top)

Michigan: Educators say recalculated MEAP, merit test scores show
challenges ahead
The Detroit News
By: Jennifer Chambers and Mike Wilkinson
November 4, 2011
http://www.detnews.com/article/20111104/SCHOOLS/111040385/1026/schools/Educators-say-recalculated-MEAP--merit-test-
scores-show-challenges-ahead

Better teacher training, more emphasis on math and science, and lots of time.

That's what Michigan needs to offset what educators say is an expected but staggering decline in the number of students
considered proficient in basic subjects.

On Thursday, state education officials conducted an experiment in which they applied new "cut scores" rules to old student test
scores from the MEAP and the Michigan Merit Exam.

The "adjusted" scores revealed a staggering decline in the number of Michigan students considered proficient in reading, math,
science and other subjects.

Scores at schools — both rich and poor, urban and rural — will plunge under the new standards, which take effect for MEAP
tests given last month and Merit Exams to be given next spring.

"These updated scores, while they may be difficult to accept, will help lead Michigan forward," said state Superintendent of
Public Instruction Mike Flanagan.

In Oakland County, the old standards produced a narrow gap between the districts with the highest third-grade math proficiency
— Troy and Novi at 99.5 percent — and the lowest, Pontiac at 87.1 percent.

But under the new standards, Troy remained the highest, at 73.4 percent, but Pontiac fell to 11.7 percent.

In Detroit, the new standards — applied to last year's scores — show that no grade in the district has better than 14.4 percent of
its students proficient in math. Under the old standards, it ranged from 54.4 percent (fifth grade) to 84 percent (third grade).

State officials said they released the last four years of scores — retroactively applying the new cut scores adopted by the State
Board of Education in September — to help districts and schools transition to the new standards.

'We have to be honest'

For most districts, the biggest drop will be in science scores. In Northville, where 97.7 percent of fifth-graders were "proficient" in
science under the old standards, the number falls to 47.1 percent under the new ones. In Ecorse, River Rouge and Highland
Park, under the new standards, none of their students would be considered proficient.

"We have to be honest with ourselves about where we are in preparing our kids for the reality of today's global economy,"
Flanagan said.

With the more rigorous cut scores, students need to get roughly 65 percent of the answers correct to "pass" the state test,
instead of only 39 percent, the previous benchmark, said Jan Ellis, MDE spokeswoman.

State officials said the new cut scores better reflect how well schools are preparing their students for careers and college in high
school, and whether they're on track for proficiency in the next grade for grades three through nine. Career- and college-ready



means students are adequately prepared to pass first-year community college courses without remediation.

"These data will provide educators, parents and communities with a more accurate understanding of what student achievement
would have been if the new cut scores had been in place during the past four years," Flanagan said.

Cut scores are the passing scores that distinguish between the four levels of student performance — advanced, proficient,
partially proficient or not proficient.

Flanagan said the previous standard was based on the very basic knowledge that students needed in the old industrial
manufacturing economy — where students could get a high school diploma and go into a factory and get a good-paying job.

Those opportunities are mostly gone now, he said, with students needing at least a two-year community college education to
compete in the tech-driven, knowledge-based economy of the 21st century.

Some districts warn parents

Several suburban school districts, including Oakland County's Birmingham and Novi, sent letters or emails to parents warning
them of the experiment and the accompanying data that may come as a shock in some communities where students have
traditionally been at the top.

Inkster Public Schools Superintendent Mischa Bashir said the new standards are a chance to be proactive and improve.

"We encourage it, and we're open to high expectations," Bashir said. "It's the direction the world is going these days."

In Inkster, 71.5 percent of third-graders are considered proficient in reading under the new standards, down from 96.8 percent
previously.

Jenifer Michos, principal of Novi's Parkview Elementary, sent an email to parents this week explaining the new standards. At
Parkview, 61.8 percent of third-graders are considered proficient in math under the new cut scores, compared with 98.5 percent
under the old standards.

"Whatever the scores are, we're going to take a good hard look at them and focus on continuous improvement," Michos said.
"It's excellent that we're being transparent about them. Having high expectations is of high importance for all of us. We have that
mindset that we're going to do whatever it takes to ensure that all students are achieving at high levels."

Reading a major component

In Detroit, eighth-grade science results went from 51.7 percent proficient to 2.1 percent. Science teacher Linda Keteyian said
students could be proficient in science and any other subject area if there weren't 45 of them crammed into a classroom. Asked
if the low scores meant children weren't learning anything, she said no.

"It means they can't read. It's a reading test. The science MEAP has nothing to memorize, it's an analysis. They have to look at
a chart and read a paragraph. If they cannot read well, they cannot pass the test," Keteyian said.

Robert Floden, co-chairman of the Education Policy Center at Michigan State University, said gains to reach proficiency could
take five to 10 years and are more likely if schools can help teachers get better trained in subjects such as science and math.

"Kids have to learn more. That takes longer. It requires the teachers to learn the content and that takes time. … To get there, it
will take a while to get better," Floden said.

Amber Arellano of The Education Trust-Midwest said students can make enormous gains if Michigan would follow the lead of
other states and focus on the quality of teaching.

"The kids need the best teachers to catch up. You can't have a teacher doing one year of content when they need five years of
content to catch up," Arellano said. "They've got to get the right teachers and rush them to these high-needs schools."

Arellano said the number of failing schools — those in the lowest 5 percent in terms of performance data — will increase under
the new cut scores, but there is no reason to think Michigan students can't make gains in coming years.

"It's not going to come easy and the state is going to have to make changes in educator quality," she said. "Right now, we don't
have a reliable system in place to know if good teachers are teaching our students. You can't identify the great teachers to get
them into school if we don't have a system to identify them."

Standards called realistic

When asked about the adjusted scores, Detroit schools spokesman Steve Wasko said the release of district-level National
Association of Educational Progress scores "will demonstrate a true picture" of whether DPS student achievement data is
increasing or decreasing over time.

Brian Jacob, a professor at the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy at the University of Michigan, said the new standards are



more realistic and more in line with national tests.

Jacob said he predicts higher-achieving districts, which have narrower gaps to close and tend to be more proactive, will benefit
the most from the data.

"People should appreciate that the public officials are finally telling them the truth," Jacob said. "That should provide even more
motivation and emphasis for education reform efforts."

(Back to top)

Wisconsin: Teacher discipline bill passes Assembly
Milwaukee Wisconsin Journal Sentinel
By: Patrick Marley
November 4, 2011
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/133222143.html

School officials could use standardized tests to help decide whether to discipline or fire teachers under a bill the Assembly sent
to Gov. Scott Walker early Friday.

The bill passed 54-38 at 3:40 a.m. amid the Assembly’s second overnight session this week.

Existing law allows school administrators to use standardized tests as one of multiple criteria to evaluate teachers’ performance
but prohibits school districts from using the test results to fire or suspend a teacher.

The bill would allow such actions, as long as the test results weren’t the sole reason for removing, suspending or disciplining a
teacher.

Some Democrats and state schools Superintendent Tony Evers argue lawmakers should wait for a more comprehensive effort by
Walker and Evers to develop a system that would better evaluate educators.

That group, known as the Educator Effectiveness Design Team, has been working since the beginning of the year to develop
criteria for teacher and principal evaluations that would include student academic growth data. The group’s recommendations are
expected soon.

Using the results of students’ annual standardized state test scores to measure teacher performance has been a historically
thorny issue, especially in Wisconsin, which until recently outlawed the practice completely.

Lawmakers were compelled to remove the state's firewall between student test scores and teacher performance in 2009, when a
federal education grant competition known as Race to the Top made it clear that states with such barriers would be ineligible to
compete for funds. Democrats then controlled the Legislature and governor's office.

Wisconsin didn't win a Race to the Top grant, and some critics said that was because the law that dropped the firewall didn't
state that those scores could be used to discipline or remove a teacher.

The bill would also:

-- Loosen the requirements on school districts participating in the Student Achievement Guarantee in Education program. SAGE
provides schools added state funds for low-income students so the schools can provide smaller class sizes in certain grades.
The bill would allow a school board to skip the class-size limits in some cases.

-- Allow school districts to contract out to a private or public agency for certain services for special education students.

-- Allow districts to give high school athletes a small amount of the credits needed for a diploma.

-- Allow charter schools to expel students, subject to the same restrictions on regular public schools.

-- Eliminate a 200-day cap on the number of teaching days each school year for the Milwaukee Public Schools.

The Senate passed the measure last month on party lines.

(Back to top)

Is your Florida charter school high performing?
St. Petersburg Times
By: Jeffrey Solochek
November 3, 2011
http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/gradebook/content/your-florida-charter-school-high-performing



Keeping with new state law, the Florida Department of Education has blessed 104 charter schools as "high performing" this
year. The appellation grants these schools added powers, making it even more difficult for local school boards to govern them.
(See Pasco County's recent deliberations over a Charter Schools USA application.)

The new abilities granted to these high performers include adding enrollment annually without outside permission, expanding
grade levels without sponsor approval, getting 15 year contracts, and opening "replicated" schools anywhere in Florida with
minimal barriers. Of course, that replication is limited to one per year, but that hasn't stopped some operators from proposing
several all over the state. Keep an eye on that one.

Which are these "high performing" schools? 

They include schools run by or connected to lawmakers, including Rep. John Legg (Dayspring Academy in Pasco) and Rep.
Seth McKeel (South McKeel Academy and McKeel Elementary Academy in Polk), Rep. Erik Fresen (several Academica
schools in Miami-Dade) and Sen. Anitere Flores (Doral Academy in Miami-Dade). Others include Hillsborough's Terrace
Academy, Literacy Leadership Training Academy and Learning Gate Community School, Pinellas' Pinellas Preparatory, Plato
Academy, St. Petersburg Collegiate and Academie da Vinci and Hernando's Gulf Coast Academy.

Read on for the complete list. 

(Back to top)

Indiana: Close to 4,000 get school vouchers in 1st year
Associated Press
By: Staff
November 3, 2011
http://www.nwitimes.com/news/state-and-regional/indiana/close-to-get-school-vouchers-in-st-year/article_5af3867b-5a66-5bdb-
8a98-6281837a0a9c.html

Close to 4,000 students have received scholarships from the state to attend private schools under Indiana's broad new school
voucher law.

State Schools Superintendent Tony Bennett said Thursday the months-old program is already succeeding at providing new
opportunities for low and moderate income families.

Indianapolis Public Schools lost the most students under the new program, sending close to 650 students to private schools.
The South Bend and Fort Wayne school corporations lost the second and third highest number of students to private schools
under the program.

Opponents including the state's teachers unions say the program amounts to a wealth transfer from public to private schools.
The Indiana State Teacher's Association is backing a legal challenge to the voucher law.
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