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NATIONAL NEWS

Obama, GOP governors share many views on education
Associated Press
By: Staff
March 8, 2012
online.wsj.com/article/AP1ba6768b6bc744cd8c88d4772105379f.html

WASHINGTON — A funny thing is happening between President Barack Obama and many Republican governors when it comes
to improving America's schools: They are mostly getting along.

After Obama spoke recently to the nation's governors, Louisiana GOP Gov. Bobby Jindal publicly praised the administration's
efforts on education, and Virginia Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell said there was a lot of room for "common agreement" on
fixing schools. Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam, another Republican, introduced Obama in September at the White House before
the president announced that states could be freed from stringent rules under the No Child Left Behind law if they met certain
conditions.

GOP Gov. Mitch Daniels freely credits Obama and Education Secretary Arne Duncan for helping to pave the way for a "tectonic"
shift in education, including comprehensive law changes passed in his home state of Indiana last year that include the rigorous
use of teacher evaluations and one of the nation's most expansive uses of vouchers to help parents send children to private
schools.

Republican governors are unabashedly behind some of the most aggressive changes in education policy today, from Indiana to
Florida, where Republican Gov. Rick Scott successfully pushed law changes to establish merit pay and eliminate tenure
protections for new teachers, to Wisconsin, where Gov. Scott Walker seeks statewide screening of incoming kindergartners and
requirements that elementary school teachers take a more rigorous licensing exam.

While Obama doesn't agree with all these actions, he and the governors have found common ground in a number of areas,
including teacher evaluation systems with consequences, merit pay for teachers, holding teachers and schools more
accountable for how much students learn, and charter schools, which are public schools run by an independent third party.

Obama's awarding of waivers from No Child Left Behind in exchange for a promise by states to improve how they prepare and
evaluate students has been popular with many governors of both parties, as has been the opportunity to compete for billions of
dollars in the administration's "Race to the Top" competition, which rewards states for pursuing policies Obama supports.

"In today's political world, where you can't get Republicans and Democrats to agree on anything hardly in Washington, I think
that's one area where you have a lot of Republican governors that would say we don't agree with everything the president wants
to do on education, but there are a lot of things we do," Haslam said in a phone interview.



For Republican governors, there are no worries about political allegiances to powerful teachers' unions whose members
historically contribute to and volunteer heavily for Democrats' campaigns. In fact, many of their efforts have led to strong clashes
with unions. Both New Jersey GOP Gov. Chris Christie and Jindal, for example, at times have called on a teachers' union
president in their home state to resign because of comments the union president made.

While Obama still must tread carefully when dealing with teachers' unions, Joe Williams, executive director of Democrats for
Education Reform, said Obama's never had a cozy relationship with them, so that has also freed him to advocate for changes on
his own terms. And that's earned him some respect among Republican governors.

Christie, who is seeking changes in his state's tenure laws, said recently on CBS' "Face the Nation" that Obama's embrace of
ideas historically opposed by teachers' unions is a "Nixon-to-China kind of moment," meaning Obama is acting in a way
contrary to what is expected.

"We need a Democratic president to make these reforms in education to lead the way," Christie said.

Daniels said in a phone interview that because Obama and Duncan embraced many education positions that their labor allies
oppose, "you see the evidence everywhere of people peeling off from the defense of the status quo and saying we've got to make
these changes for the benefit of children."

Daniels added, "What that means, of course, is that the 'Hell, no' lobby has been increasingly isolated."

Daniels said that lobby includes not just teachers' unions, but organizations that represent school boards, superintendents and
others in the education establishment reluctant to embrace change.

Obama, after months of portraying Republicans as obstacles to his more ambitious economic proposals, is seeking common
ground with Republicans on education and on several more modest initiatives. Obama won an extension of a payroll tax cut with
Republican support and has endorsed a legislative package assembled by House Republicans to help small businesses.
Obama and House Republicans have also emphasized areas in which their energy policy agendas overlap, including easing
some barriers to natural gas production, despite sharp differences over other ways to address energy self-sufficiency. Both sides
also are working on infrastructure spending, especially a new highway bill.

One of the major areas of disagreement between Obama and the GOP governors in education is on the use of taxpayer-funded
vouchers for private school. Many Democrats believe vouchers chip away at dollars critical to public schools, and the Obama
administration opposes them.

Jindal, who is pushing for a new voucher program in his home state, said in a phone interview that while he supports many of
Obama's education efforts, he does "strongly" disagree with the administration's position on vouchers. "As long as there are
children trapped in failing schools, we need to provide parents with more choices and ensure them more opportunities," he said.

Another area of disagreement is on restricting collective bargaining rights employees — a high-profile issue supported by
Republican governors in Ohio, Wisconsin and Indiana. The Obama administration opposes taking away these rights.

While some Republican governors support ending tenure protections for teachers, the Obama administration has said tenure
should be made more meaningful so that it's based not just on years of time in the classroom but on proof that students are
learning.

The drive by the governors is accelerated by several factors, including a growing body of evidence that many students simply
aren't learning and that effective teachers can dramatically alter students' lifetime earnings, as well as the push in this tough
fiscal environment to ensure all dollars are spent wisely. The bottom line, said Scott, is that there's a "direct tie between
education and jobs."

It's not just Republican governors turning to education. Among the Democrats, Gov. John Hickenlooper in Colorado recently
signed a bill to implement new teacher tenure rules and New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo in recent weeks forged a deal on teacher
evaluations.

Williams said in the '90s, there was a push for changes in education by governors, but it dried up. He says Obama gave the
"mojo" back to governors.

Not all Republican governors are pleased with Obama's education policies. Some, like many Republicans in Congress, view
Obama's efforts on education as federal overreach. Former GOP presidential candidate and Texas Gov. Rick Perry, for example,
refused to have his state compete in the Race to the Top competition, saying it "smacks of a federal takeover of public schools."

After the president's speech to governors, in which Obama urged them to invest more state resources in education, South
Carolina Republican Gov. Nikki Haley told reporters the meeting was "interesting and somewhat frustrating."

"My takeaway was here was a president who was saying we could be doing more on education, and here is a president that
said give more money to education, but this is also a president that is not untying any of the strings that come with the federal
mandates," Haley said.
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No Movement on ESEA, But Lawmakers Still Talk Education
Education Week
By: Alyson Klein
March 7, 2012
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2012/03/harkin_has_been_working_for.html

Right now, passage of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act this year looks about as likely, as, well...Peyton Manning
returning to the Colts. (apologies to my co-blogger and Hoosier Michele McNeil.)

But that doesn't mean Congress has completely stopped talking about these issues, which is great for folks who want to keep
K-12 on the radar screen as the election draws closer.

The House education committee just passed its own Republican-backed ESEA renewal bill. And over on the Senate side, the
Democratic-led Senate education committee is holding a hearing tomorrow on education's role in bolstering American
competitiveness. Full details here.

The panel's chairman, Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, has been working for months on a big, omnibus-style bill aimed at bolstering
the middle class. Teacher quality—particularly improved teacher preparation and support—is going to be part of the equation,
although folks are still working out the details of exactly what that will look like. More on Harkin's early ideas here.

The administration included its own big ideas on teacher quality in its budget request. When that proposal was introduced, some
folks wondered whether it was meant to help drum up support for the president among educators, a key voting block. It will be
interesting to see if there's any overlap between what the administration outlined and Harkin's ideas.

(Back to top)

Touchscreen Tablet Released for Students Worldwide
Education News
By: B.A. Birch
March 7, 2012
http://www.educationnews.org/technology/touchscreen-tablet-released-for-students-worldwide/

The international education company AcrossWorld Education has partnered with Delhi-based Go-Tech to transform the learning
process by enabling K-12 schools, colleges and universities access to open educational resources with the touchscreen tablet
PC called ATab.

Despite the cheap price, the 7” android touchscreen tablet features a 2GB inbuilt memory and an external 3G USB Dongle. With
the device, schools will be able to access AcrossWorld Education’s education technology platform EducationBridgeTM for three
years for free.

The platform allows academic institutions, teachers and students to use a variety of content elements including Open Content,
Open Educational Resources, Legacy Content and proprietary content sources to connect, collaborate, and innovate.

Dr. Stephan Thieringer, President and CEO of AcrossWorld, said:

“Open Source is the future of education. With the availability of ATab, Indian schools will be able to discover and leverage
world-class educational content at their fingertips at the K-12 level itself as well as at the college and University level.

“It is very timely and appropriate that India schools and colleges alike seriously explore advanced technology solutions that
provide instant access to the world’s best educational resources , especially now within an affordable budget.”

Gaurav Khanna, CEO, Go Tech said:

“While inclusive growth must ensure that access to technology is within the reach of the masses, yet providing just the hardware
is not enough. It must also provide access to quality educational content.

“By bundling free access to AcrossWorld’s global premium educational content, ATab is not just a book shelf, but a whole
library full of the world’s best Open Source knowledge for schools and higher educational institutes. When I was studying
Electrical Engineering at Virginia Tech, the motto of our University was, Ut Prosim, meaning, That I May Serve. I am pleased to
have an opportunity to serve my country with this low-cost innovation that will impart knowledge to the masses.”

The EducationBridge platform also allows teachers to be able to create customized content and share it with students across
the ATab tablets. Schools and colleges will be able to allow students to bookmark, rate, recommend, and comment on open
educational content. These aspects create a more interactive and democratic content.
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Florida: Opinion: Education bill gives parents political power
Tampa Bay Times
By: Gov. Jeb Bush
March 9, 2012
http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/columns/education-bill-gives-parents-political-power/1219019

Today, the Florida Senate will have an opportunity to vote on Senate Bill 1718, the Parent Empowerment Act. The recent
reaction to giving moms and dads a greater voice and more meaningful role in an existing process confirms that many of us are
far too comfortable with the status quo. I support this bill for three reasons.

One, it gives parents political power. The Parent Empowerment Act provides parents a platform to engage in discussions on how
to improve their child's failing school and, most importantly, to provide leverage for these moms and dads to achieve real change.
Currently, countless Florida parents are limited to sending their children to persistently failing public schools year after year.
Moms and dads want to provide their child with a solid, quality education, one that will launch their son or daughter to achieve
their dreams. The more involved a parent is in their child's education, the greater chance that child has to succeed. So why
would we deny concerned moms and dads the right to engage in transforming a failing school?

Two, parental power actually works. In California, where the "parent trigger" was born, parents have used this law to successfully
negotiate as equals with the school district and demand the programs and access to technology they see in schools with
different ZIP codes. They seek real changes from their schools that will ensure a high quality education for their child; only once
have they petitioned for a charter school.

Third, parent empowerment is a bipartisan issue. Today, as we are surrounded by partisan bickering on so many issues, on this
issue we should all agree. The parent trigger movement is an example of Democrats and Republicans working together to
empower moms and dads with information and tools to engage and invest in their child's schools, and Florida's Parent
Empowerment Act is no exception. National and state Democrats from congressman George Miller to Chicago Mayor Rahm
Emmanuel and Los Angeles Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa have voiced their support, along with African-American leaders. And
the Florida House passed its bill with votes from both sides of the aisle.

This legislation doesn't hand over the keys of public education to any one person or entity. It gives parents a voice to demand for
their kids the quality education each child deserves. This should be something we can all support.

Jeb Bush is the former governor of Florida and chairman of the Foundation for Florida's Future, a nonprofit that promotes
education reform in Florida.

(Back to top)

Analyst: New study shows teacher preparation programs in Florida are
“on the stronger side”
Orlando Sentinel
By: Denise-Marie Balona
March 8, 2012
http://blogs.orlandosentinel.com/news_education_edblog/2012/03/analyst-new-study-shows-teacher-preparation-programs-in-
florida-are-on-the-stronger-side.html

Teacher preparation programs are doing a poor job showing teachers how to use student performance data to improve their
instruction, according to a report released today by the National Council on Teacher Quality.  

But Florida programs are doing better than many of the others that were included in the study, said Julie Greenberg, a senior
policy analyst with the council.

Only three of the 48 programs that were evaluated in nine states rated as ‘adequate” in training teachers in the field of
assessment and data use.

Ten were rated as ‘partially adequate’ while the remaining 35 were considered ‘inadequate.’

The study does not offer details on how individual institutions performed so we do not know the ratings of the two Florida
colleges that were included in the study. However, Greenberg did say that the four programs at those two schools were “on the
stronger side.”

“I can tell you that the Florida programs we looked at … They were relatively good compared to most,” she said.

More details will be released in May as part of another report on teacher preparation that the council is working on.

(Back to top)



Virginia Senate rejects teacher-contract bill backed by McDonnell
Richmond Times-Dispatch
By: Olympia Meola and Jim Nolan
March 9, 2012
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/virginia-news/2012/mar/09/tdmain01-senate-rejects-teacher-contract-bill-back-ar-1751915/

For a second time, the Virginia Senate has rejected Gov. Bob McDonnell's proposed overhaul of public school teacher and
principal contracts, sending it back to committee and likely dealing a fatal blow to a key piece of his K-12 education agenda for
the session.

With two days left before Saturday's scheduled adjournment, senators voted 23-17 on a motion by Sen. Emmett W. Hanger Jr.,
R-Augusta, to send House Bill 576 back to the Education and Health Committee for consideration next year.

Three Republicans joined 20 Democrats in the vote. In February, senators had voted 20-18 to scuttle the Senate version of the
plan.

The proposal would have phased out a tenure-like contract system in favor of a three-year term contract process under which it
would be easier to dismiss teachers.

McDonnell said after the vote that he's committed to the "pro-teacher, pro-parent, pro-student policy" and will continue to
advocate for it.

"Today's vote is a delay; it is not a defeat," he said in a statement. "Increased accountability in our public education system a
nd in government in general is an idea whose time has come."

Hanger's motion came after he was seen having an aside with McDonnell before the floor session. Hanger said after the vote that
on Thursday morning, as a courtesy, he called the governor's office to relay his intentions to try to recommit the measure, and
the governor went to the Capitol to speak with him.

"This bill represents an attempt at significant reform, and I applaud the governor for his initiative in bringing this level of scrutiny
and attention to public education," Hanger said on the floor.

Noting that the bill would not take effect until July 2013, Hanger suggested that the legislature had time to refine the bill and
make it better.

"No harm would be done and perhaps a lot of good may come from returning this to committee and allowing some opportunity"
for more input, Hanger said. "We're doing no harm here ... other than to redirect some focus."

Hanger also said that the willingness of members of the GOP caucus to cross party lines on the teacher-contract issue might
suggest the kind of compromise that would help the Senate resolve the budget, which is deadlocked in the evenly divided
chamber.

"I would hope that some of the members of the other side of the aisle would reflect on this," he said.

Sen. Mark D. Obenshain, R-Harrisonburg, opposed the motion to send the bill back to committee.

"We need to end the lemon dance," he said. He argued that the measure would help put an end to bad teachers — the "lemons"
— who are able to stay employed under the current system.

"If your children have a bad teacher two years in a row, they will never recover," he said.

"This is about giving school administrators the tools necessary to do the job."

Debate on the bill featured a rare public display of pointed rhetoric on the Senate floor among members of the Republican
caucus.

Responding indirectly to Obenshain, Sen. Thomas K. Norment Jr., R-James City, the Republican leader whose daughter is a
teacher, said he sleeps very comfortably by voting his conscience, even when it conflicts with his caucus.

"I don't think vituperative comments move one vote," he said. "I know what tough votes are."

But the "lemon" remarks enraged Democrats, most notably Sen. Phillip P. Puckett, D-Russell, a former teacher and elementary
school principal, who rose to make a rare floor speech.

"I'm appalled at what I've heard on the floor of the Senate today," he said sternly, referring to Obenshain's "lemon" comments.
He said good administrators work with teachers to help them improve, not get rid of them dismissively.

"This bill does nothing but kick teachers in the teeth."



The bill's defeat dealt another blow to conservative Republicans' legislative agenda, in this case a key piece of the governor's
education agenda.

Supporters of the teacher-contract overhaul said the measure was designed to raise rigor and competition. Opponents, including
the Virginia Education Association, which represents the state's public school teachers, argued that the changes would hurt
teacher recruiting, especially when surrounding states grant continuing contracts.

The measure would have put new teachers and principals on three-year term contracts, which would not automatically renew.
The probation period for teachers and principals would have stretched to five years from three, and they all would have had
annual evaluations.

The bill had been weakened since McDonnell proposed it as a system with annual contracts and evaluations, but he had
continued to push for the legislation.

There were intense lobbying efforts around the bill. Senators put off consideration of the measure for eight days before it finally
came up for a vote Thursday.

VEA President Kitty Boitnott said after the vote that "Virginia has much work to do to make sure the best teachers are in front of
students across the state."

"But this bill would have had the opposite effect — it would have made it easier to arbitrarily fire teachers while doing little to
enhance the support all teachers need to be successful."

(Back to top)

Washington Governor signs bill revamping teacher evaluations
Associated Press
By: Donna Gordon Blankship
March 8, 2012
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/article/Governor-signs-bill-revamping-teacher-evaluations-3392247.php

SEATTLE (AP) — The governor on Thursday signed a measure that will add improvement in student test scores to the list of
factors that principals use to evaluate teachers.

The law also changes the way principals are evaluated, adding teacher feedback as an element of their reviews.

The measure builds on the four-level rating system established two years ago by the Legislature. But this time, the state will
offer evaluation templates for school districts to choose from, instead of having teachers and administrators design
local systems.

Gov. Chris Gregoire said she expected the measure to make Washington a national model in teacher evaluations. Dozens of
states are working on similar systems, but many are struggling to make them work.

(Back to top)

Colorado legislature, school districts debate effectiveness of having
struggling students repeat a grade
The Denver Post
By: Kevin Simpson
March 9, 2012
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_20135366/colorado-legislature-school-districts-debate-effectiveness-having-struggling

It can be emotional and controversial, but Colorado may soon find out whether the prospect of retention — having struggling
students repeat a grade rather than have "social promotion" move them on with their peers — might also spur parents and
schools to more effectively focus on early literacy.

Though experts remain divided on whether retention helps or hinders students over time, several states are considering policies
that would employ the practice to ensure that students don't move ahead without a firm academic foundation.

While some policies mandate retention of the lowest-performing students based on test scores, Colorado's version, House Bill
1238, would advise parents as early as their child's kindergarten year of looming literacy problems and offer remedial help — but
also let them know that retention is on the table.

"We're not talking about mandatory retention, we're talking about retention decisions being left at the school level," said Rep.
Millie Hamner, D-Dillon, a former school superintendent and one of the bill's co-sponsors. "Really, this is a plea to parents to
read to children, to spend time with their children developing language early in their lives."



Like many of the legislative efforts around the country, this one was influenced by a highly touted 2002 Florida policy built
around retention. Colorado's less-stringent version would basically rewrite a 1997 state law addressing literacy to focus heavily
on interventions in the early grades, using the recommendation of retention as a "lever" to get the attention of parents and
educators.

If serious reading problems persist through third grade, the district would have final say on passing the student on to fourth
grade.

Legislative approach

Hamner, co-sponsor of the bipartisan bill with Rep. Tom Massey, R-Poncha Springs, said the effort also was fueled by nearly
6,000 unsatisfactory third-grade reading CSAP scores last year.
 
She expects pushback over a reform that would come without additional funding as well as resistance from those who would
rather see efforts directed toward preschool programs.

There's also philosophical opposition.

Oliver Grenham, chief education officer at the Adams County 50 district, oversaw the gradual elimination of social promotion
there three years ago in favor of a performance-based advancement system that has begun to show some achievement gains.
Although he applauds the sense of urgency reflected in the proposed law, he believes that parents can be engaged in other
ways and points to research on negative long-term effects of retention.

"It's just something students don't recover from emotionally," said Grenham, whose district doesn't use grade levels and
therefore doesn't practice retention per se. "So there needs to be a different way to get students to achieve rather than using a
big stick."

These days, retention lies at the crossroads of conflicting perceptions of academic research.

Impact of retention

Deeply held beliefs dating back to the early 1900s contended that retention improved achievement and the only arguments
against it revolved around social concerns such as diminished self-esteem, said Lorrie Shepard, dean of the School of Education
at the University of Colorado at Boulder.

But that changed over time.

More recently, a preponderance of studies have shown that holding kids back a year has a negative effect or no effect at all on
academic achievement. Research also has calculated the dropout rate for retained students to be as much as 10 times higher
than those who continued on to the next grade, Shep ard said.

"Retention is like prescribing medicine that on average has had very serious side-effects and is harmful more often than it helps,"
added Shepard. "Would you prescribe that medicine?"

Some reformers answer yes, with two-pronged reasoning: they claim the older studies are flawed, and the new model pioneered
in Florida that mandates retention for low-achievers has shown enticing promise.

That test-based policy retains low-performing third-graders, requires them to attend summer school and assigns them a "high-
quality" teacher.

Studies have found a statistically significant improvement in reading, math and science — an effect that dissipated over
subsequent years, but remained "meaningful," said Marcus Winters, an assistant professor of education at the University of
Colorado at Colorado Springs and a leading researcher of the Florida phenomenon.

The policy hasn't been in effect long enough to determine its impact on graduation rates. And because several factors contribute
to the overall policy, researchers haven't been able to determine the precise impact of retention.

"Intuitively, it seems retention is a more likely driver of the magnitude we're seeing here, but we can't prove it," Winters said.
"We can say, with very high confidence, that the Florida policy has a large positive effect on student achievement."

That has been enough to prompt other states — including Oklahoma, Arizona, Indiana, Iowa, New Mexico and Tennessee — to
try some variation on that theme.

"It's a policy that makes sense to a lot of people," Winters said.

Retention, under the right circumstances, has always made sense at the James Irwin Charter Elementary School in Colorado
Springs.

Tears, frustration and a full range of emotions can emerge when parents learn that the school wants to hold their child back a
year to catch up on basic skills. A few pull their kids out and enroll them elsewhere. Some cry tears of relief.



Those who stay find a culture that aims to remove the stigma of retention, provides a multitude of supports and channels kids
into leadership roles as they regain their academic footing.

"It's not respectful to keep them in a state of always hanging on by their fingernails," said principal Elizabeth Berg."They can
catch their breath, have that confidence of knowing what they know, feeling the dignity of mastery."

At James Irwin, they don't even use the word "retention." They talk about the "gift of time" — a term the school claims as its
own but that has grown into widespread use among proponents of retention.

Last year, 20 of the school's roughly 530 students in grades K-5 were offered the "gift." Three withdrew.

"When you do the gift to time the right way, at the right time, for the right reasons, it truly is a gift that keeps on giving," said
assistant principal Cindee Will. "It's not a Band-Aid. It gives for a lifetime."

Challenges spring up

Jay Greene, who heads the Department of Education Reform at the University of Arkansas and collaborated on research with
Winters, said using retention like Florida did can work — but that it's hard to do well. He notes a number of "land mines" that
beset other attempts, and from which Colorado could learn.

New York, he said, set the achievement bar too low. Chicago discovered some schools cheating on the tests to determine who
would be held back. In Georgia, many schools simply chose not to follow the retention process simply because they didn't
believe in it.

"It's a little bit of a harsh policy in that it puts pressure on the school, the parents and the kids to perform," Greene said of the
Florida effort. "Education is some balance of pressure and leniency."

Harrison School District 2 in Colorado Springs leaped ahead with a stringent use of retention last year when superintendent Mike
Miles launched a five-year program to eliminate social promotion. The district began by holding back about 10 percent of eighth-
graders and placing them in a new High School Preparatory Academy.

And the process will continue this spring as the district prepares to retain a similar proportion of third-, fifth- and eight-graders —
a percentage based on district data of students performing well below grade level.

The concept has not been well-received by everyone. Some eighth-graders, Miles said, simply left the district when they learned
they couldn't move on with their peers.

"And we suspect we'll have some others leave once we hold back third-, fifth- and eighth-graders in May," he said. "But we have
a whole bunch of parents who realize this is the right thing for their child"

Even if Colorado's proposed legislation passes, Miles notes that districts wanting to eliminate social promotion would have a lot
of pieces to put in place.

"I think it's going to take a while," he said. "And maybe it should. There's a lot to invest to get this right. If districts haven't gone
down that path yet, then it should take them longer."
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