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NATIONAL NEWS

Jeb Bush Announces 12th Annual Celebration of Reading
Education News
By: B.A. Birch
February 23, 2012
http://www.educationnews.org/education-policy-and-politics/jeb-bush-announces-12th-annual-celebration-of-reading/

As former Governor Jeb Bush and his sister, Doro Bush Koch, take to their new roles as the co-chairs of the Barbara Bush
Foundation for Family Literacy, Jeb and his wife Columba Bush have launched the 12th Annual Celebration of Reading to help
fight illiteracy among U.S. students.

Governor Bush hosted his first Celebration of Reading in Florida in 2000, and each year the event raises around $1.8 million to
support grass roots family literacy academies focused on providing families with a second chance at education – providing
instruction to those who need to improve their English language, reading and writing skills.

Supporters this year include former First Lady Barbara Bush, Doro Bush Koch and bestselling authors including Jeff Kinney,
Greg Kincaid and Randall Wallace.

Governor Bush said:

“For years, Doro and I have been actively working to give parents a chance for a better life by improving their educational skills
and becoming better teachers to their own children. We take on this leadership role ready to move family literacy forward
through innovative ideas; programs focused on accountability and results and opportunities to make education exciting in this
fast-paced world of digital learning.”

Doro Bush Koch said:

“We are honored to carry on our mother’s incredible passion, working with her to bring educational opportunities to thousands
and thousands more families in America for the next twenty years.

“We recognize much more must be done to challenge the crippling impact of illiteracy and its direct tie to poverty.”

As the literacy movement grows across America, Governor Bush highlighted the work of the Dollar General Literacy Foundation
who has already contributed more than $1.8 million to support literacy initiatives and student scholarships.

Dollar General plans to play a major role with the evolving Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy as does the Florida
Association of Postsecondary Schools and Colleges (FAPSC) who marks its third year as a Celebration partner, donating higher
education scholarships to the most deserving family literacy students.

Maria Segura, a former recipient of a scholarship, where her tuition and fees were covered at FAPSC member school Southwest
Florida College, is this year’s Celebration student speaker.



Segura said:

“From the time I stepped into my first college class, I knew I was meant to be a teacher – not the migrant farm worker I had
always been.

“So I stand here today as the proud owner of a college diploma, plus I graduated with honors!  I earned my associate of science
degree and am preparing to work toward my bachelor’s. Thank you. I couldn’t have done it without the incredible family literacy
program that got me on the path to success.”

(Back to top)

Conservative education reform: The Floridian school of thought
The Economist
By: Andreas Kluth
February 25, 2012
http://www.economist.com/node/21548268

BRIAN SANDOVAL, a Republican who became governor of Nevada last year, sent his three children to public schools but
admits that Nevada’s schools are bad. Making them better is one of his main goals, but he does not want to raise taxes for that
purpose. Instead, he intends to eliminate teacher tenure and improve how teachers are rewarded. These and other ideas, he
says, he got from Jeb Bush, a Republican (and brother of George W.) who was governor of Florida from 1999 to 2007.

In Santa Fe Susana Martinez, another first-term Republican governor, uses almost exactly the same words about school reform
in New Mexico and similarly credits Jeb Bush. Her experience, admittedly, also shows how hard such ideas may be to
implement. This month a last-minute filibuster shelved several of Ms Martinez’s education reforms, including a new teacher-
evaluation system. “Pork before kids,” she muttered, but vowed to fight on.

Nevada and New Mexico are among a growing number of states that are looking to Florida and Mr Bush’s time in office for
inspiration on school reform. Many of these, such as Indiana, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Louisiana and Arizona, have Republican
governors, while others, such as Colorado, have Democratic governors but influential Republican education leaders. Many are
also known for mediocre schools. That, indeed, was Florida’s situation: its schools were among the nation’s worst in 1999 and
are now among the best.

These efforts thus represent an attempt to seize from Democrats one of their signature issues, public education. The states with
the best schools, such as Massachusetts, still tend to be Democratic, with relatively high taxes and school spending. And
some Democratic places, such as the District of Columbia and New York, have made aggressive attempts at reform. But voters
increasingly see Democrats as beholden to teachers’ unions and the status quo, says Eric Hanushek, an education expert at
Stanford University’s Hoover Institution. The Republican reformers, by contrast, promise reform without higher taxes, in part by
confronting the unions.

This is why they look to Mr Bush. What he proved in Florida, claims Jaryn Emhof, his spokesman at the education foundation
he now runs, is that “it’s not about how much you’re spending, but how you’re spending, how you’re teaching.” Although school
spending did rise slightly under Mr Bush, Florida still spends very little per pupil compared with other states. With a Republican
legislature, Mr Bush instead made Florida the only state to adopt an entire bundle of reforms simultaneously, in the teeth of the
teachers’ unions.

First Florida started grading its schools from A to F, based on the proficiency and progress of pupils in annual reading, writing,
maths and science tests. The state gives extra money to schools that get an A or improve their grade, and children at schools
that get two F grades in four years are allowed to transfer to better schools. Second, Florida stopped letting third-grade pupils
who could barely read go on to fourth grade (a practice, common all over America, called “social promotion”).

Third, it created a merit-pay system in which teachers whose pupils pass certain exams get bonuses. Fourth, it gave parents
much greater choice, with state vouchers, between public, charter, private and even online schools. Fifth, Florida set up new
methods of certification to draw more talented people into the profession, even if those people have no college degree
specifically in education.

Controversial at the time, these reforms now have bipartisan support in Florida, where black and Hispanic pupils in particular
have made huge gains. This, too, is an implicit part of the political appeal for many Republicans, who are secretly aghast at the
nativist tone of recent presidential-primary debates and know they must reach out to Latinos in coming elections. Mr Bush is
married to a Latina, Mr Sandoval and Ms Martinez are Hispanic themselves, and all realise that Hispanic voters, while often
conservative on social issues, care deeply about public schools.

Their approach, by placing reform squarely in the remit of state legislatures, also threads another political needle. Change
cannot begin locally, many Republicans believe, because teachers’ unions have packed so many boards of school districts. Nor
should reform originate in the federal government, they believe. On the tea-party wing and among the current batch of
presidential candidates, debate seems to be mainly about how fast to scrap the federal Department of Education altogether. Mr
Bush, through his spokesman, treads carefully on this point, since a now-discredited federal school reform is part of the legacy
of George Bush junior. Washington’s role is to “set high expectations, then leave it up to the states,” says Ms Emhof.



Sandi Jacobs at the National Council on Teacher Quality, a think-tank in Washington, says that the list of states with good
policies “skews slightly Republican” but also includes others, such as Rhode Island. Nonetheless, it is very Democratic states
such as California, she thinks, where the outlook for reform is worst. By the presidential election in 2016, perhaps, education
may actually be part of a Republican candidate’s pitch.

(Back to top)

Educators in Search of Common-Core Resources
Education Week
By: Catherine Gewertz
February 24, 2012
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/02/24/22resources_ep.h31.html?
tkn=TVUFlNATY%2BYtRjgJgBrxzur7AqXCmC7383HR&cmp=clp-edweek

As states and districts begin the work of turning common academic standards into curriculum and instruction, educators
searching for teaching resources are often finding that process frustrating and fruitless.

Teachers and curriculum developers who are trying to craft road maps that reflect the Common Core State Standards can find
themselves in a dispiriting bind: Their current materials fall short, and there is a dearth of good new ones to fill the void.

“Teachers are struggling, and very few people are helping. Almost nothing is available for them to use,” said Aaron Grossman, a
former 5th and 6th grade teacher in Nevada’s Washoe County district who now works at the district office writing curriculum.

Many school leaders are finding a rough road as well.

Greg Netzer, the principal of Van Horn High School in Independence, Mo., said he hasn’t heard much from his district about new
curriculum. Teachers at his school have banded together to search for material to inform course development and meet weekly
to discuss and share what they’ve found.

“There seems to be very little out there, or it’s just not in places we can find it,” Mr. Netzer said. “To say we are prepared for
common core would be a misconception.”

Such frustrations are widespread. A report last fall by the Washington-based Center on Education Policy found school districts
divided about how much curriculum change was truly required and reluctant to move forward with common-standards
implementation, in part because of inadequate guidance from their states. In an Education Week webinar on the common
standards last summer, the question most frequently asked by the 1,600 participants was where to find instructional resources
for the new standards, which cover K-12 English/language arts and mathematics and have been adopted by all but four states.

Ironically, educators’ frustrations are unfolding during an unprecedented buzz of activity to build knowledge about the standards
and prepare resources for them. States and districts are bringing educators together to discuss the fundamental shifts
demanded by the standards, which were unveiled in 2010. Advocacy groups and architects of the standards are holding
workshops and posting documents and videos on the Web to illustrate new ways of thinking about and teaching what many now
call simply “the core.”

But those messages have yet to reach everyone, and the resources and discussions taking shape online can be tough to
locate.

Not everyone supports the new standards, however. And some educators who don’t are quite content with the complications of
the current landscape.

“People at my school are looking for new stuff, but I just sit in those meetings and nod. I’m not getting involved,” said a Colorado
English/language arts teacher who asked that her name be withheld to avoid sparking the ire of her school’s leaders. “As far as
I’m concerned, it’s better if we just keep doing what we know works, instead of jumping at every new thing just because
someone decides it should work.”

Assembling Resources

The states that have adopted the standards—and districts in those states—have been responding to the need for knowledge and
resources in a variety of ways. Ohio’s model curriculum for the standards is drawing attention. Sample instructional units and
other resources on New York state’s engageny.org website have been widely used. Officials from the largest school districts
have been meeting, through the Council of the Great City Schools, to help one another craft curricula.

Educators from across state lines are flocking to resources that Kansas created to help teachers evaluate the complexity of
texts. Through “summer academies” that convened teachers from across the state, the Kansas education department began to
build a storehouse of model lesson plans and other resources forged by its own teachers.

“We wanted to carve out a space for teachers to say what they’ve created or found useful,” said Matt Copeland, an
English/language arts and literacy consultant to the state education department. “It’s wonderful. But it can be a double-edged



sword, because teachers can be overwhelmed with information.”

Sharing news of its resources with a national organization of state English/language arts coordinators generated a “buzz” about
the site, Mr. Copeland said, and Kansas watched other states pick up and build on its work. “We saw what a great opportunity
for state collaboration it was,” he said.

Louisiana, one of the states that made use of Kansas’ text-complexity work, teamed up with Kansas last month for a webinar on
that topic hosted by the Council of Chief State School Officers, which helped spearhead the common-core initiative with the
National Governors Association. Within three weeks, it had been viewed by 2,200 people, according to the CCSSO.

Subject-matter groups have been creating resources for teachers. The National Council of Teachers of English, which has taken
a neutral stance on the new standards, has issued a series of four books that guide teachers in lesson planning for the
standards and highlight stories of how teachers thought through their own approaches. The organization has also hosted
webinars and offers expert members as consultants to schools.

The NCTE has also joined with the International Reading Association, the two national teachers’ unions, and other groups to
form a coalition that will provide policymakers and practitioners with the “informed, independent, and, when possible,
collaborative perspectives” of teachers on the transition to the new standards, said Barbara Cambridge, the director of the
NCTE’s Washington office.

The major mathematics education groups formed the Math Common Core Coalition, which is building resources into its website,
including guidance on choosing or writing math curricula and a series of explanatory videos featuring lead writers of the math
standards.

The coalition’s website also includes widely used links to two other projects by architects of the math standards: the Illustrative
Mathematics Project, which offers examples of tasks for each standard in each domain and grade level, and draft math
“progressions,” which describe how knowledge builds through the grades in each topic.

A Valuable Gap

Even as such resources can help educators shape curriculum, they can’t address the need some feel to have lesson plans
available immediately, said Mike Shaughnessy, the president of the Reston, Va.-based National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics, one of the Math Common Core Coalition members.

“Teachers want something right away, but I say, ‘Look, this is going to take some time. We have to stay the course.’ Lots of
folks are working on this, and there will be some good things,” he said. “But it will take some time.”

The schism between demand and supply, however frustrating, is productive, said Michael D. Casserly, the executive director of
the Council of the Great City Schools, a Washington group that represents the nation’s largest school districts.

“This period has value, even though it appears chaotic, because it forces people to get into the guts of the standards and what
they mean,” he said. “The weight of the lift involved here is so substantial that it’s not realistic to think there are going to be
extensive materials out there just yet.”

Some of the most abundant and easiest-to-find resources for the common standards come from the major educational
publishers.

McGraw-Hill School Education, for instance, has produced supplements that teachers can use with their existing reading
programs to meet the common standards, said Dan Caton, the division’s president. It is also writing new reading programs
based on the standards, he said.

On the math side, McGraw-Hill has revised such programs as Everyday Math and also published new ones based on the
standards, such as the elementary-level My Math, Mr. Caton said. In addition, the company has created explanatory materials
that are intended to “unpack and demystify” the standards for teachers.

Education companies have been dogged by skepticism about how truly their materials embody the common standards,
however. Many issued statements within a month or two of the standards’ final release, claiming their materials were “aligned” to
or “compliant” with the common core.

One teacher told Education Week that the publisher of his district’s basal-reader program sent information to the district
explaining how each lesson in the program reflected the standards. But when he and a colleague studied and compared them,
the two concluded that “what we had on our hands was something entirely different, that it wasn’t just a matter of rejiggering
things.”

The teacher asked that he and the publisher not be named to avoid damaging his district’s relations with the publisher.

Mr. Caton said McGraw-Hill has been careful to make distinctions between materials that were created to bridge gaps between
existing resources and the common core and those that were “built from the ground up” to reflect the standards.

Lead Writers Expand Role



The chief writers of the common standards are playing an expanding role, meanwhile, in building the storehouse of help for the
standards. One, William McCallum, a University of Arizona math professor, is leading the Illustrative Mathematics Project and
sharing its progress through his blog. Another math writer, Jason Zimba, is co-leading work on the draft progressions.

Mr. Zimba and two of the lead English/language arts standards writers, David Coleman and Susan Pimentel, launched a new
website last month, achievethecore.org, through the New York City-based nonprofit they founded, Student Achievement
Partners, that will serve as a repository of sparingly chosen free resources. ("GE Foundation Gives Grant For Common-Core
Work," Feb. 8, 2012.)

Among the website’s starting stock of tools are guides to “close reading” and creating text-dependent questions—both key
emphases in the new standards—and a delineation of the core areas of math focus in each grade. Mr. Coleman said Student
Achievement Partners will work with teachers across the country to develop and post additional resources.

The Council of Chief State School Officers, too, has drafted a list of resources for states  that it considers useful in the
transition to the common standards.

It includes explanatory materials about the standards, such as guides for parents, implementation workbooks for state
policymakers, and resources that bear directly on teaching, such as instructional tools being created by math and literacy
“design collaboratives” and tried in eight states, with funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. (The Gates Foundation
also helps underwrite coverage of business and innovation in Education Week.)

“We’re trying to share high-quality resources as widely as possible,” said Chris Minnich, the interim director of the CCSSO’s
standards, assessment, and accountability initiative. The organization won’t be crafting instructional materials, said Margaret
Millar, who co-leads the group’s common-standards work, preferring instead to focus on being a convenor of state officials,
teachers, principals’ groups, and professional-development groups for those purposes.

The two groups of states that are designing tests for the new standards are also working on instructional resources, but few are
complete. The Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers, or PARCC, has produced content
frameworks that could guide teachers and curriculum developers. It plans an online resource center that will hold an array of
tools, such as model instructional units and released assessment tasks.

The other state test-design group, the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium, is working on its own version of a digital
library, including written and videotaped instructional exemplars and training to help teachers understand and use formative-
assessment techniques.

Later this year, the Council of the Great City Schools plans to release guides to help teachers “scaffold” the standards for
English-learners and use response-to-intervention techniques in teaching the standards, Mr. Casserly said.

Much of the push to produce common-core resources is—and should be—about changing teaching, said Barbara A. Kapinus, a
senior policy analyst at the National Education Association.

“Many conversations about ‘creating resources’ are really about professional development,” she said. “What we need is not a
bunch of lesson plans online. It’s not a simple matter of step A, step B, then step C.

“Teachers really have to monitor kids’ progress and understand the development of their thinking,” Ms. Kapinus said. “It’s a
complex array of skills, not just ‘finding the main idea.’ Many teachers have not been teaching kids to do the things that these
standards require, so they don’t know how. What we need is really responsive teaching, and support for that.”

Coverage of “deeper learning” that will prepare students with the skills and knowledge needed to succeed in a rapidly changing
world is supported in part by a grant from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, at www.hewlett.org.
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Iowa panel takes up issue of online schools
Sioux City Journal
By: Mike Wisner
February 23, 2012
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/state-and-regional/iowa/iowa-panel-takes-up-issue-of-online-schools/article_c6bf5f91-22b4-
5340-9a21-8fa6c9103f21.html

DES MOINES - Two school districts that contracted with out-of-state companies to run online schools may have a harder time
opening in the fall than they first anticipated.

On Thursday, a Senate oversight panel took up the question of whether the schools at Clayton Ridge Community School District
and CAM Community School District were set up legally under the law.



No decision was made at the meeting, which was cut short due to a busy legislative schedule, but subcommittee chair Sen.
Tom Courtney, D-Burlington, said he hopes to reconvene the panel next week.

Courtney's hearing came in the same week that lawmakers in the House and the Senate approved legislation at the committee
level as part of their versions of the state education reform proposals that would essentially prohibit either school from operating
as now planned.

"I think that the department of education told them it was OK. I think it was wrong for the department to do that, but they made
that decision, and it's our place to see if it was right or not," Courtney said.

Clayton Ridge contracted with K12 Inc. to run its online school. CAM contracted with Connections Academy. Although specifics
of the programs vary, both companies are set up in a similar manner. Each has a contract with its host district that guarantees
the host a base fee of $50,000 and a certain percentage of the per pupil state aid of $5,853 for each student enrolled in the
school each year. This is called an administrative fee. In Clayton Ridge, the administrative fee is 3.5 percent and at CAM, it's 3
percent.

Anthony Voss, superintendent of the Hudson School District, testified at the hearing that he became concerned about the online
schools when he started hearing them advertised on the radio.

"How do we know the work's getting done and by whom?" he said. "Fully online classes do not allow for students to have
discussion with their peers."

He said he was in favor of online learning, but legislators needed to take "a hard look" at the models being used in the state.

Steve Pelzer, superintendent of the CAM district, said he is first and foremost a supporter of traditional school, but for some
students - such as those who are have serious injuries or face severe harassment or who are well ahead academically than their
peers - online schools may be the right alternative.

Sen. Kent Sorenson, R-Milo, compared K12 and Connections Academy to companies that sell books or school supplies.
"They're basically selling a curriculum, right?" he said.

Courtney, however, didn't seem swayed.

"This is a huge amount of taxpayer dollars, we're talking $6,000 a student, we're talking potentially millions and millions of
dollars going to out-of-state companies," he said. "Now as far as the contracts they've already signed, that will be a decision
that the legislature will make. If we change the legislation, we'll have to go ahead and decide if they can finish up those contracts
or what else needs to be done."

(Back to top)

Gov. Dayton signs skills test requirements for Minnesota teachers,
passing grade needed to get license
Associated Press
By: Staff
February 22, 2012
http://www.startribune.com/local/140044813.html

ST. PAUL, Minn. - Gov. Mark Dayton has signed a bill that requires teachers to pass a skills test in order to get a Minnesota
license.

The Democratic governor signed the bill Wednesday. Dayton vetoed similar legislation last year, but a press release from his
office says the new bill included changes sought by his administration.

The new law will require Minnesota teachers to pass a skills test in reading, writing and math before they receive a license.
Current law allows licensed teachers to take and retake the test for up to three years. All out-of-state applicants for teacher
licenses will have to pass the test as well.

Supporters say the measure will keep unqualified teachers out of the classroom. It passed the Senate and House with nearly
unanimous support from Democrats and Republicans.

(Back to top)

Kansas Senate approves technical education bill
Kansas City Star
By: Staff
February 23, 2012
http://www.kansascity.com/2012/02/23/3447248/kansas-senate-approves-technical.html



TOPEKA | A piece of Gov. Sam Brownback's school finance proposal has cleared the Senate, modifying Kansas technical
education programs.

Senators voted 40-0 on Thursday to send the proposal to the House.

Brownback's measure provides incentives for high school students who don't plan to pursue four-year degrees and are interested
in a career in a vocational or technical program. The plan would allow them to earn certificates in qualified programs through
community or technical colleges while still in high school.

Financial incentives would be included to encourage high schools and technical schools to develop the certificate programs and
get students trained.

Other parts of the governor's school plan, include rewriting the formula for distributing state aid to school districts, remain in
committees, where passage appeared less certain.
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