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NATIONAL NEWS

Is Gingrich an Edu-Flip-Flopper?
Education Week
By: Alyson Klein
December 6, 2011
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2011/12/is_gingrich_an_edu-flip-floppe.html

The GOP's presidential frontrunner, Newt Gingrich, has one of the longest records on K-12 policy in the Republican field. His
views on education have gotten a lot of attention lately. But they have been—and seem to still be—all over the map.

For instance, Gingrich said in a recent debate that he likes Race to the Top, the grant competition run by the feds that rewards
states for embracing certain reform priorities, including the Common Core State Standards Initiative.

But he's also said he'd like to "shrink" the Education Department. And in 1995, as Speaker of the House, he backed an effort to
scrap the department altogether.

Back in 2008, Gingrich, and then GOP presidential nominee Sen. John McCain of Arizona,endorsed the mission statement of
the Education Equality Project, which calls for strong accountability at all levels, including the school and district level.

Gingrich even appeared with Rev. Al Sharpton—and then-incoming Secretary of Education Arne Duncan—at a school in
Washington, D.C., during President Barack Obama's inauguration to push the Education Equality Project's mission.

Here's a snippet from the EEP's "manifesto". The document, which is from 2008, was signed by Gingrich and Duncan. It says
that policymakers should strive to:

•Ensure that there is an effective teacher in every classroom, and an effective principal in every school, by paying educators as
the professionals they are, by giving them the tools and training they need to succeed, and by making tough decisions about
those who do not;

• Empower parents by giving them a meaningful voice in where their children are educated including public charter schools;

• Create accountability for educational success at every level—at the system and school level, for teachers and principals, and
for central office administrators;

• Commit to making every decision about whom [schools] employ, how money is spent, and where resources are deployed with
a single-minded focus: what will best serve our students, regardless of how it affects other interests;

The manifesto frames education as a civil rights issue. It also says that the signatories must:

Insist that our elected officials confront and address head-on crucial issues that created this crisis: teachers' contracts and state
policies that keep ineffective teachers in classrooms and too often make it nearly impossible to get our best teachers paired up
with the students who most need them; school funding mechanisms that ignore the reality that students are supposed to be the
primary focus of schools; and enrollment policies that consign poor, minority students to our lowest-performing schools.



That sounds like a tall order, particularly the part about confronting "state policies." It doesn't seem to be in line with where
many Republicans on Capitol Hill are today when it comes to K-12.

So, do these ideas square with a significantly slimmed-down Education Department? And does Gingrich's record on K-12 make
him an education-flip-flopper...or someone with nuanced, evolving positions? Comments section is open.

(Back to top)

STATE NEWS

New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie swings for the fences on school reform
package
NJ Voices
By: Carl Golden
December 6, 2011
http://blog.nj.com/njv_carl_golden/2011/12/christie_swings_for_the_fences.html

In his customary swing for the fences style, Gov. Chris Christie has asked the Legislature to enact the most far-reaching
restructuring of public education since the implementation of a funding formula and the income tax to support it 35 years ago.

Reaching consensus may be less contentious than one would have imagined, say, a year ago when Christie and the New
Jersey Education Association were busily lobbing nuclear weapons back and forth across West State Street at one another.

By no means has peace been made and significant differences of opinion remain between the governor and the teachers' union.
But, each has become slightly more conciliatory.

The governor, for instance, backed off his initial demand that tenure — currently granted after three years on the job — be
eliminated entirely and replaced by a performance evaluation system.

The NJEA offered a counter proposal extending to four years the time required before tenure could be achieved, utilizing a
performance evaluation system, and referring dismissal efforts to an arbitrator for resolution, avoiding the time and expense
involved in the existing process. For the Association, tinkering with tenure would have been unthinkable not so long ago and its
willingness to even open a discussion about the system represents a sea change in its position.

Tenure has been criticized for locking underperforming teachers into a lifetime job, but there is equal concern that without some
sort of job security, teachers could be dismissed for reasons not related to their performance but because of political pressures
or personality clashes with administrators.

The governor's proposals would also use an evaluation system for salary increases (merit pay) and to determine layoffs rather
than basing them on seniority.

Christie also wants to ease the path for creating additional charter schools and to establish a limited voucher system for parents
to remove their children from schools deemed substandard and enroll them in private schools.

There will be conflicts and sharp disagreements in the future, but by directing its energy toward influencing the ultimate
legislative outcome rather than engaging in a campaign to defeat the package entirely, the NJEA can offer its supporters in the
Legislature what it considers an acceptable alternative to the governor's program.

Better to be seen as a part of the solution than be demonized as the source of the problem.

It is a tacit recognition that its' political clout has diminished somewhat and working to shape the legislation more in line with its
desires is a prudent and potentially successful course rather than a pitched battle with a Chief Executive who relishes swapping
haymakers with opponents.

Emotions are still raw from the struggle over the Administration's victory in requiring a half million public employees to contribute
more to their pension systems and health insurance premiums.

The NJEA will remind legislators that the Governor's education overhaul package again falls exclusively on public employees —
teachers, this time — and will argue that its voice should be afforded great weight in their deliberations.

When he avoids cringe-inducing language to describe the NJEA, the Governor can be quite persuasive in his desire to improve
education particularly for youngsters he argues are trapped in failing schools with no way out and who are being denied the
same opportunity enjoyed by their peers in other districts.

He will mount an all-out campaign to secure approval of his program and will bring the considerable powers of his office to bear
as he has done in the past, from town hall meetings to news conferences to carefully choreographed public events designed to
demonstrate broad grassroots support.



He'll also utilize more basic fundamental politics, maintaining his alliance with Democratic legislators from Essex and Camden
counties, with an occasional assist from Hudson, to join with unanimous Republican support — the same formula which led to
approval of the pension and health benefits reform package.

The education overhaul proposals are so all encompassing that the opportunity for compromise is considerable for all involved.

The Governor and the Democratic legislative majority will seek to build a record of significant accomplishment and generate
momentum with their eyes turned toward the 2013 election when the Governor and the entire Legislature will share the ballot.

Compromise will be driven by that political reality as will the understanding that a partisan battle which results in a failure to
enact any reforms will bring blame down on all their heads.

The stakes are high for the NJEA as well. It wants to be an equal partner — not a junior partner — in molding and guaranteeing
the future of its members. It faces an opportunity to regain some of the stature it lost and restore its reputation and relevance as
an organization dedicated to providing a high quality education to children.

If they'll reach out and seize it, there's something here for everyone.

Carl Golden is a senior contributing analyst with the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at Richard Stockton College.
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Idaho Kids Count report shows only 33 percent of Idaho fourth graders
are reading well
Idaho Statesman
By: Anna Webb
December 6, 2011
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2011/12/06/1906656/idaho-kids-count-report-shows.html

Idaho Kids Count's recent report, "Reading Matters: Read to Learn, Read to Earn," revealed that only a third of Idaho's fourth
graders are reading proficiently, according to the 2011 National Assessment of Educational Progress.

Children who are not reading proficiently by this measure are less likely to graduate on time from high school and enroll in
college, say officials. In Idaho, just 32 percent of adults ages 25 to 34 have an associate’s degree or higher. By 2018, it is
projected that 61 percent of jobs in Idaho will require post-secondary education.

The new Idaho Kids Count report summarizes efforts to address reading proficiency in Idaho, particularly those seen as
successful and promising.

Idaho Kids Count hosts a forum on the subject of reading and Idaho kids, Wednesday, Dec. 7 at Boise State. The event is free
and open to the public. Register through the link at right or by visiting http://readtolearnreadtoearn.eventbrite.com/.
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Florida Gov. Scott wants a billion dollar boost for schools
Associated Press
By: Gary Fineout
December 6, 2011
http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/12/06/2534437/fla-gov-wants-a-billion-dollar.html#ixzz1frASb01l

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- Florida Gov. Rick Scott, who was criticized for pushing school funding cuts a few months ago, is asking
for a billion dollars more for education to come during an election year.

Scott on Wednesday will introduce a budget for 2012 that calls for increasing the amount spent on the state's nearly 2.7 billion
public school students by slightly more than $100 each and more than $1 billion overall.

While the overall amount per student is not going up that much, it marks a dramatic change for the Republican governor.

Scott recommended a 10 percent cut in February and then signed into law a budget that reduced school funding by $1.3 billion.
The real-life effect was softened somewhat because teachers were forced to start picking up part of the cost of their pension that
had been paid by school districts.

But Scott told Florida's public school superintendents that after meeting with teachers, students and parents the last few
months he has decided to make education a top priority for his next budget.

Scott even vowed that he will not sign a new budget into law unless lawmakers go along with his plan to increase spending on
schools.



"I'm allocating dollars to education and I'm telling them I'm not signing a budget unless it is has a significant increase for
education," Scott said on a conference call.

State lawmakers will use the governor's recommendations as a building block for next year's budget, which will take effect during
a heated election year where all 160 legislators will be on the ballot.

But while the governor has a new fervor for schools, he still wants another round of tax cuts. In order to pay for more school
funding and tax cuts, Scott will likely have to ask that legislators slash other parts of the state's $61.1 billion budget.

"It won't make everybody happy with some of the other things that I will reduce," Scott said.

One area where Scott is expected to wring out savings is by asking state workers to pay more for their health insurance.

Scott and the GOP-controlled Florida Legislature are facing a nearly $2 billion budget shortfall next year because tax revenues
are not growing as fast as hoped and because of increasing costs in Medicaid, the safety net health care program.

But the state is also looking at an expected increase of 30,000 additional public school students and an ongoing drop in
property values. School property taxes are a big source of money for public schools. Scott's recommendation of increasing state
spending by more than $1 billion is meant to help school districts cope with the increased enrollment and the decline in local tax
dollars.

"I see this as a big win for our K-12 system," said Education Commissioner Gerard Robinson.

Last May Scott vetoed a record $615 million from this year's budget and called on lawmakers to take the savings and plow them
back into education. But at the time his suggestion was rejected by Republicans. House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park,
even said he was surprised by the "governor's sudden emphasis" on public schools.

Scott's decision to call for more school funding in May came after a stretch that saw his poll numbers plunge.

Scott on Tuesday called on school superintendents to support his budget by being vocal with state legislators in the weeks
ahead. Legislators will start their annual session in January.

Sen. J.D. Alexander, R-Lake Wales and Senate budget chief, said that he agreed with Scott that lawmakers should make
additional money for schools one of their top budget items.

"It's important to the people of Florida and for our future," Alexander said. "I will support his efforts to do that and I will work with
him to accomplish it."
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Opinion: Iowa: Everyone should support education reform
Press-Citizen
By: Deb Thornton
December 6, 2011
http://www.press-citizen.com/article/20111207/OPINION/312070008/Everyone-should-support-education-reform?
odyssey=nav|head

Every Democrat in the Iowa Legislature was opposed to Gov. Terry Branstad’s preschool program, and many have expressed
opposition to his proposed education reforms. However, not all Democrats in other state legislatures are opposed to the use of
scholarships to address education failure. Not all Democratic legislators are opposed to education reform.

The mission of Democrats for Education Reform (DFER) is to “encourage a dialogue within the Democratic Party on the need to
fundamentally reform public education.” The group supports reforms such as parental school choice, funding following the child,
closing failing schools, new charter schools and increased teacher accountability. DFER members support reforms to tenure
systems and merit pay for teachers. Leaders of DFER base their support on the premise that the Democratic Party was formed
to “fight on behalf of our nation’s most vulnerable individuals.” The most vulnerable individuals are our children.

DFER members believe, along with Republican New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, that the education status quo must be
challenged and that “tinkering” around the edges is not working. They believe that the government monopoly is derailing
education for low-income and minority students and that 50 years after Brown vs. Board of Education the continued failure of the
government schools in teaching minority students is unacceptable. In Iowa, the government education monopoly is also failing
middle-class white children. What we have done for the last 50 years is not working today.

DFER has chapters in California, Colorado, Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Rhode Island,
Washington and Wisconsin. In these states, DFER groups have been influential in education reforms proposed by Republican
governors, and have offered both key support and valuable critiques.

Unfortunately, Iowa does not have a branch of DFER and no work is being done here to establish one.



What the DFER does not recommend is refusing to address educational problems. They do not recommend that Democratic
legislators refuse to work toward and find common ground with Republican legislators and Republican governors by opposing all
reform proposals on a straight party-line vote. They do not recommend continuing to do the same old thing, but just spending
more money to do it.

Iowa Senate President Mike Gronstal and Democrat members of both the Iowa Senate and House of Representatives would do
well to adopt such an approach before the next legislative session. We must find common ground. A straight party-line vote
against everything the Republican-controlled House of Representatives and Republican governor propose is not acceptable.

Above all, Democrats for Education Reform do not recommend dawdling while children’s lives are wasting. In that they are in
agreement with Christie, who said at Branstad’s Education Summit in July, “We can decide today that the interest of these
children is more important than how we decide political winning and losing. ... To say that change is necessary does not mean
that you hate public education.

“Forget about who you want to blame. … Let’s put that aside and let’s see what we can agree on,” Christie said. “Can’t we agree
that there is failure? … There is failure, and that failure has real-life ramifications for those children.” Christie finished, “Why is it
that we still operate a (education) system that does not reward excellence and does not give consequences for failure?”

Membership in Democrats for Education Reform is free. Iowa legislators should sign up because Iowa voters do reward
excellence and issue consequences for failure — at the ballot box.
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Florida: Number of students attending charter schools soars
Associated Press
By: Christine Amario
December 7, 2011
http://www2.tbo.com/news/education-news/2011/dec/07/number-of-students-attending-charter-schools-soars-ar-331988/

The number of students attending charter schools has soared to more than 2 million as states pass laws lifting caps and
encouraging their expansion.

The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools released new figures today showing a 13 percent growth in enrollment. That's
the equivalent of about 200,000 students. More than 500 new charter schools opened for the 2011-12 school year.

The organization and others cite the Obama administration's Race to the Top competition, new state laws and increased
parental awareness about public school options as some of the key reasons for the growth.

Overall, about 4.5 percent of all public school students now attend a charter.

Charter schools are publicly funded but have more independence from many laws and regulations than traditional public schools.
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