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NATIONAL NEWS
Consortia Flesh Out Visions for Common Tests
Education Week
By: Catherine Gewertz
August 10, 2011
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2011/08/10/01frameworks.h31.html?
tkn=UZMF5x%2FaxGBxHaWRfmbTqLg0XRD3sfA3KVmZ&cmp=clp-edweek
Common academic standards, adopted by nearly every state, lay out big shifts in expectations for teachers and students in
mathematics and English/language arts. Now a new set of documents edges closer to offering a vision of how those standards
might look in the classroom and on tests.
The documents were released by the two groups of states that are designing assessments for the new standards. One group,
the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium, or SBAC, released its “content maps and specifications” in English/language
arts yesterday. The other, the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers, or PARCC, unveiled its
“content frameworks” in both subjects last week.
Both documents serve to explicate the standards, highlighting key concepts or progressions of learning. PARCC’ s focuses on
identifying the ideas that should be emphasized and how they could be grouped together, and SBAC’s describes the ways
students should be able to prove that they have mastered the standards.
The documents can guide teachers and curriculum designers, but they also provide early signals to test-makers, who are
eagerly awaiting the chance to bid on building the assessments specified by the consortia, which are financed with $360 million
in federal Race to the Top grants. Requests for proposals on test design have not been issued yet, although SMARTER
Balanced recently issued one seeking bids for the writing of detailed instructions for test-item development.
PARCC’s frameworks are open for public feedback until Aug. 17, and possibly later. The SMARTER Balanced specifications are
open for a first round of comments until Aug. 29, and for a second round, on a revised draft, next month. SBAC plans to release
math content specifications later this month for two rounds of feedback.

Teacher Aid
Consortia officials said that member states collaborated on the papers and had them reviewed by outside groups of teachers and
other experts. Both consortia view the new documents as an important first plank in a bridge that begins with the standards and
is built out by an array of entities—including states, school districts, teachers, nonprofits, and private-sector vendors—with
instructional materials, professional development, test blueprints, and, finally, assessments.
“Many districts are already working on new curricula, and [the frameworks] can be a tool to help them do that,” said Laura M.
Slover, PARCC’s senior vice president.
Joe Willhoft, the executive director of the SMARTER Balanced consortium, said its content specifications serve as “somewhat of
a distillation of the standards [and] loose definitions of what the test will look like.”
Barbara A. Kapinus, a senior policy analyst with the National Education Association who reviewed the PARCC content
frameworks, said the documents could be useful for individual teachers as they plan how to teach the standards, but also in
building learning communities of teachers.



“Some of us can look at the standards and picture what our classroom would look like for a year, but a lot of people can’t,” she
said. “I think it’s exciting. [With the content frameworks], I can see pulling teachers together to develop more specific units of
study, filling in the texts students might read. Not just isolated lesson plans, but units of study, with ideas that connect to one
another. Then they can share online all the things they’re doing. That’s a powerful kind of professional development.”
The documents are similar in ways that reflect key emphases in the standards, educators in the curriculum and assessment
world noted. For instance, both highlight the importance of having text become progressively more complex, and tilt more heavily
toward informational readings, as students progress through the grades.
But PARCC’s frameworks offer more of an “instructional focus,” describing the teaching needed to make students successful,
while the SMARTER Balanced group’s specifications dwell more on the “evidence of learning” that will be required of students on
a test, said Pat Roschewski, the director of assessment in Nebraska, which has not adopted the common standards or joined
either assessment consortium.
“Both are very important, and both are needed,” she said. “Both provide information that states, teachers, and vendors will find
useful.”

Filling the Vacuum
Some educators had expressed worry that the common-standards initiative, which was led by organizations of governors and
chief state school officers, was moving from standards to tests without attending to the vast middle stretch that could flesh out
the standards with instructional tools and other resources. They saw the new documents as helping to fill that vacuum.
“For a while, I was concerned that we were spending big dollars [to develop] tests [for common standards] without having that
conversation about the universe of expected learnings for students,” said Michael W. Stetter, who oversees educational testing
in Delaware. “But these [PARCC] content frameworks certainly help do that. I’m feeling better and better about this process.”
Delaware, which participates in both assessment consortia, revised its own curriculum frameworks to reflect the common
standards after it adopted the standards last summer, Mr. Stetter said. Now the state is working on using teacher training to
change instructional practices.
Documents such as the content frameworks “show the hand of the consortium,” Mr. Stetter said, providing additional, important
signals of each group’s approach to the standards and tests. “Things like this will help us make a decision about which of the
two consortia is better aligned to our goals.”
Both the partnership’s content frameworks and the SMARTER Balanced group’s content specifications “serve as a
steppingstone” to the development of test blueprints, which will yield details of how each assessment system will measure the
standards, said Douglas J. McRae, a retired assessment designer based in California.
But Mr. McRae, who helped shape California’s testing system, said he is concerned that content frameworks and similar
documents are being created by the same people who are planning the assessments, and at the same time as the test design
is being shaped. Unless the test design follows curriculum frameworks, instructional materials, and professional development,
Mr. McRae said, an instructional system risks being shaped by the test, rather than vice-versa.
“In effect, this is building a formal ‘teaching to the test’ component into overall standards-based-reform systems,” Mr. McRae
wrote in an email.
Ms. Slover of PARCC noted that teams made up of experts in content and curriculum, as well as those in assessment, from
states, districts, and schools, crafted the frameworks. That kind of coordination is necessary to create an aligned system, she
said.
“States’ priorities are to measure common standards with great fidelity,” she said. “So the way to get to that is to have the
content of the standards drive the assessment and the decisions you make about assessment.”
Coverage of “deeper learning” that will prepare students with the skills and knowledge needed to succeed in a rapidly changing
world is supported in part by a grant from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, at www.hewlett.org.
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FLORIDA NEWS
Lee County School District aims to expand virtual schooling
Florida News-Press
By: Chris Umpierre
August 9, 2011 
http://www.news-press.com/article/20110809/NEWS0104/110809033/1006/
The Lee County Virtual School’s enrollment has more than doubled in the past two years, enrolling 200 kindergarten through
12th grade students this year. Now, the school district is making plans to increase its number of web courses and market its
web school.
The Lee Virtual School offers the same classes as Lee’s 117 brick-and-mortar campuses but the web school had just eight full-
time teachers. Lee Superintendent Joseph Burke would like to increase that number and add more course development.
“(Web schools) are becoming an increasingly competitive market because now charter schools are opening virtual schools,”
Burke said at Tuesday’s school board meeting. “We have begun to have discussions about designing short video clips so we
can tell people what we’re accomplishing.”
The Lee Virtual School’s top-ranked student graduated last year with a 5.2 grade-point average and with an associate’s degree
from Edison State College. She was 16.
Lee Virtual School administrator Al Schilling said his school’s enrollment has increased higher than what he predicted two years
ago. LVS opened with 82 K-12 students in 2009-10. Enrollment jumped to 160 in 2010-11.
Schilling said he has seen the largest jump in K-5 students. LVS, for instance, enrolled about 50 students in grades K-2 this
year. Schilling said a lot of home school students transition to the county’s virtual school but that’s not the only group who are



choosing to get their instruction online.
“A lot of people say why would anybody want their kid to go to a virtual school? They don’t have the socialization the brick and
mortar students get,” Schilling said. “There’s one reason that I keep getting. The students don’t want to go to the brick and
mortar school down the street.
“I have kids who are on dialysis twice a week. I also have students who travel all over the nation playing hockey. These students
can’t meet the attendance requirements (of brick and mortar schools).”
But attending a virtual school isn’t easy, Schilling said. Parents need to spend more than five hours a day working with students
on their course work.
“It’s hard work but they’re doing it and being successful,” Schilling said.
Lee County parent Sue Jacobse believes the district should put more resources into its web school.
“This is how (students) are going to be educated in the future,” Jacobse said.
Schilling expects his enrollment to double to 400 in the coming years and rival the state’s top web schools. Broward County
leads the state with 800 virtual school students this year. All told, Florida leads the nation with 290,000 virtual school students.
North Carolina ranks second with 80,000.

(Back to top)
 

Education management company to run operations at Duval's struggling
schools
Florida Times-Union
By: Topher Sanders jacksonville.com Copyright 2011 The Florida Times-Union. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
August 8, 2011
http://jacksonville.com/news/metro/2011-08-09/story/education-management-company-run-operations-duvals-struggling-
schools#ixzz1Ud9zCsPM
Struggling schools will get a 'bold approach’ to improvement.
August 9, 2011 - 09:44pmEducation management company to run operations at Duval's struggling schoolsIn what
Superintendent Ed Pratt-Dannals called a "bold" move Tuesday, Duval County Public Schools went above and beyond a state
requirement and hired an education management company to essentially run the district's four original intervene schools.
The School Board hired Louisville-based Educational Directions LLC to supervise Andrew Jackson, Raines and Ribault high
schools and North Shore Elementary when school opens Aug. 22. Intervene schools are the lowest-performing schools in the
state.

Forrest, Ed White and A. Phillip Randolph high schools were added to the intervene list this year. The School Board said
Tuesday it wants to discuss the possibility of Educational Directions having a key role in the supervising of those schools as
well.

Educational Directions services will cost more than $1 million in total, $275,000 for each high schools and $225,000 for North
Shore.

The company will take over the duties formerly carried out by a district cluster chief and will supervise each school's principal
and have the ability to make staffing changes at the school.

Board members Betty Burney and Paula Wright, who represent districts where the four schools are located and had been
adamantly against giving the governance role to an management organization, supported the decision.

Unlike the state's management organization option that board fought against and eventually appealed, Duval's arrangement with
Educational Directions allows the School Board and Pratt-Dannals to remain the governance and management team.

When the state did grant Duval another year to manage their intervene schools, it came with the condition that the districts
receive services and assistance from a group like Educational Directions.

"We went a step further and also hired them to do the supervisory role in those four schools," Pratt-Dannals said. "It's a very
heavy, significant change from what we've done in the past and I have confidence it's going to work."

Pratt-Dannals called the decision a "bold initiative" and said he felt Educational Directions can improve the schools because of
the level of attention the organization is going to give the schools.

Educational Directions will embed a staff member at each school as well as provide coaches in various content areas that will
have no other responsibility but to assist the four schools.

"It is the highest level of services we've ever provided schools," Pratt-Dannals said. "I think this could be a national model in
terms of making significant progress."

Educational Directions has been working with Duval schools for seven years in the areas of academic assistance, teacher
training and leadership training. Last year, the company worked with 44 elementary and middle schools and 12 high schools for
about $740,000.



It has been more than a decade since Educational Directions has provide a school district the level of service Duval is asking.
But Frank DeSensi, the company's founder, said if Duval's school-based staff will work with his team, the schools will improve.

"I think if people will be cooperative with them," he said, "I think we'll see the gains that they want."
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Charter-school requests booming in Central Florida
Orlando Sentinel
By: Lauren Roth
August 9, 2011
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/education/os-charter-school-applications-20110809,0,3092929.story

Interest in opening new charter schools is booming in Central Florida, driven in part by a state law encouraging their expansion.

Orange County, which will have 32 charter schools this fall, has received applications for 33 new schools that are proposing
2012 openings. That's nearly double the 17 applications received last year.

Academica, aMiami-based charter school operator, has applied to open five charter schools in Orange County alone next year.

Charter Schools USA of Fort Lauderdale wants to open three in Osceola, and one each in Lake, Orange, Polk and Seminole
counties.

And K12 Florida of Ft. Lauderdale wants to open virtual academies in Orange, Seminole, Volusia and Osceola.

According to the state Department of Education, Florida ranked third in the nation in the 2009-2010 academic year in the
number of charter schools with 411 statewide.

Last summer, Florida school districts received 252 applications to open new charter schools. Most say they have received more
applications this time, but totals won't be available until after Aug. 15.

In Broward County, applications are up from 32 to 54 in one year. They're also up by a few each in Lake, Osceola, and Seminole
counties.

Part of the reason is a new state law that removes barriers to expand high-performing charters. School boards will have little
leeway to reject their applications.

"It just makes it easier to expand in areas where it may have been more difficult in the past," said Charter Schools USA
spokeswoman Colleen Reynolds.

She said the company, which has three schools in Osceola County, was already planning a major expansion. They have
submitted 18 applications statewide, including the seven in Central Florida.

Bill Sublette, chairman of the Orange County School Board, said the board will need to look closely at each application for
academic soundness and ensure each charter includes consequences for poor performance.

"We have limited options when a charter school is not performing at the level we expect it to," said Sublette. It took the district
nearly a full school year to close down Imani Elementary Charter Academy, which had numerous financial and academic
failings.

Not all charter applications have made the cut in previous years. Last year, 91 new charters were approved statewide, including
nine in Orange, three in Volusia and one in Seminole. Among them, seven will open this fall. Most others have asked for another
year to secure a location.

Among the requests in Orange, 13 were from charter school companies.

Kinny Griffith, who has opened two charters in Colorado, has applied to start iGeneration Empowerment Academies in Orange,
Seminole and Osceola counties. He called the concept a "blended school" with students attending in person and core teachers
in the building, but classes online.

He said there is room for the concept in Central Florida because "not everyone fits the same mold" and there is community
support.

Orange also attracted locally based applicants, including a middle school expansion of Oakland Avenue Charter School,
proposals for schools based on global outreach and aerospace, and a school that would be run by a group of teachers from the
failed Imani charter.



Mavericks High, an online-based credit-recovery high school with a location in Kissimmee, and theOrlando Science Middle/High
School, which has been investigated by the state for test erasures, are also looking to expand.

(Back to top)

Innovations of charters draw Hillsborough students
Tampa Tribune
By: Alex Orlando
August 10, 2011
http://www2.tbo.com/news/education-news/2011/aug/10/innovations-of-charters-draw-hillsborough-students-ar-249573/

By 8 a.m., 5-year-old Patrick McKinney will be up, his hair combed, his teeth brushed, dressed in his light blue uniform for the
first time.

Is he nervous?

"Nope."

No reason to be, really. It will be everyone's first day at Lutz Preparatory School, even for his mommy, the director of parent
services. The school opens for the first time Aug. 23.

Katherine McKinney could be driving Patrick five minutes up the road to Claywell Elementary, an A school operated through the
Hillsborough County School District. Instead, she'll drive an extra 15 minutes across town to Lutz Prep at 17951 U.S. 41.

Families all across Hillsborough County are going the extra mile to enroll their children in charter schools, drawn by the promise
of educational innovation that allows them to operate independently of the county's elected school board.

So many families are making the move, in fact, that the Hillsborough district recently revised downward the number of new
schools it would need. By 2016, in part because of charters, the district's enrollment of 193,000 students is expected to shrink
by 6,500.

Lutz Prep, like most charter schools, takes over an existing building – a two-story plantation-style brick structure with soaring
white columns that housed the private Berean Academy until it closed last year.

It is one of six new charters opening this school year in Hillsborough, bringing the total to 36. Last year, charter schools enrolled
6,091 students in Hillsborough County.

Innovation at Lutz Prep is centered on stratified classes, where students are placed based on their learning level by subject.

Patrick, for example, is math-minded. Not a big reader. His mother hopes that after a test at the beginning of the year, he'll be
placed in second-grade for math and kindergarten for reading.

His sister, Ella, is scheduled to enter Lutz Prep in two years.

"I don't want to stress them out," their mother said, "but I want them to rise to their potential."

McKinney spent a year researching schools for Patrick. Without grades to rely on at Lutz Prep, she weighed parental
involvement heavily. Parents or guardians of Lutz Prep students must spend 20 hours a school year doing volunteer work on the
campus.

A former psychologist, she signed on as director of parent services and has scheduled a landscaping work day for parents
before classes begin.

Charter schools such as Lutz Prep offer choices to families of lesser financial means, in the view of Lynn Norman-Teck,
spokeswoman for the Florida Consortium of Public Charter Schools.

"Parents with means have always had a choice," Norman-Teck said. "With the emergence of charter schools, I think it puts all
parents in a position of choice."

The fastest-growing choice among Florida's 450 charter schools are special language programs, some of which enable students
to graduate with both a Florida diploma and one from another country, Norman-Teck said.

In addition to innovations like these, charter schools succeed by treating the parent like a customer, she said. They have to
because they're optional.

"If you can't bring up grades, parents will leave," she said. "They will leave."

Maintaining grades is required in the charter each school reaches with the school board, too.

Students are required to undergo the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test and other standardized tests taken by all public



school students.

The tests produce a school grade as well as individual grades, and successive failing school grades means a charter school
must shut down.

Four of Hillsborough County's district schools and two charter schools recorded failing grades during the past three years,
according to state Department of Education records.

All six rallied to earn passing grades the following year.

Charter schools get the same per-student allocation in Florida as district schools, about $6,900.

That amounts to around $1.5 million for Lutz Prep's 224 students.

Many solicit private donations as well.

Before they can open their doors, charter schools must demonstrate demand.

Lutz Prep obtained its charter in December. By March, all 224 seats were filled and a waiting list grew to 78.

Principal Jessica Clements was filling 17 teaching positions until last month.

The charter school's lofty ideals and complex mechanics aren't on 5-year-old Patrick McKinney's mind as he prepares for his
first day of classes later this month.

But in the waning days of his youthful freedom, as he looks up from his Mario Nintendo game, he said there's one thing about
school he is looking forward to:

"Playing."

(Back to top)

STATE NEWS
Virginia Governor McDonnell new chairman of regional education panel
Associated Press
By: Staff
August 9, 2011
http://www.wbtv.com/story/15237151/mcdonnell-new-chairman-of-regional-education-panel
ATLANTA (AP) - Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell is the new chairman of the Southern Regional Education Board.

The Republican succeeds North Carolina Gov. Beverly Perdue. McDonnell's appointment was announced Tuesday.

The 63-year-old SREB represents 16 states from Delaware to Texas, helping governors and legislatures in each state work on
initiatives to improve public education.
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Michigan Educators Push for More Online Options
Detroit Free Press
By: Lori Higgins
August 9, 2011
http://www.edweek.org/dd/articles/2011/08/09/01mct_mionline.h31.html
The Michigan Department of Education isn't waiting for the Legislature to increase online options for students.
The department released guidelines last month that allow more middle school students to take all classes online and some
districts to open more virtual charter schools, among other changes that expand online options.
The new guidelines are in response to Gov. Rick Snyder's push for the Legislature to remove rules that cap some online
enrollment. Although the MDE has the power to give districts flexibility, the Legislature would need to act to completely remove
restrictions. "We agree with the governor that this is a good thing for students," said Barb Fardell, a manager in the state Office
of Educational Improvement and Innovation.
Online education already is big in the state. The Michigan Virtual High School expanded to nearly 15,000 courses taken from
just 100 a decade ago.
Kimberley McLaren-Kennedy, 17, of West Bloomfield began taking all online classes this year at Avondale Academy in Auburn
Hills. She has become a believer in online education.
"It'll work for students who have the motivation in themselves and the discipline," she said. "But if they're lazy, I don't think it will
work for them."
Allison Williams couldn't make it through class without having an anxiety attack—a condition so severe she was in danger of
dropping out of high school. But two years ago, the Shelby Township teen signed up for a program that allowed her to take her



classes online.
"It was the only way I was able to graduate," said Williams, 17, who said the cause of the attacks has remained a mystery. The
attacks all but disappeared after she began taking classes online from home. This spring, she graduated from Avondale
Academy, an alternative school in the Avondale School District.
The district is one of 171—out of the 800 districts and charter schools in the state—that already provide expanded options for
middle and high school students to take many or all classes online.
New guidelines are going to make it easier for far more Michigan students to take all or most of their classes online—a response
to Gov. Rick Snyder's push for greater online educational opportunities.
State law limits students to two online classes a semester, and the districts and charter schools that allow students to take
more operate under special waivers from the Michigan Department of Education.
But those waivers are limited, in most cases only allowing 25% of a school's population to take all or most classes online. And
since 2009, districts that wanted to offer online classes beyond the state limit have had to work through the Genesee
Intermediate School District.
The new guidelines issued July 7 by the MDE allow districts to apply for the waivers. Also new: The state's 57 intermediate
school districts can create virtual charter schools for up to 10% of students who reside in their geographic boundaries. Middle
school students would be able to take all or most of their classes online. Districts would be able to offer courses in which 50%
of the instruction is online. The process for applying for the waivers would be quicker.
The MDE already has received a half-dozen applications from districts since the guidelines were issued last month. More
applications are on the way, state officials said.
"We want educators to have the flexibility to reach every student as we reinvent our education system that will allow students to
learn any time, any place, any way, and at any pace," said State Superintendent Mike Flanagan, who, by law, has the authority
to issue the waivers.
In April, Snyder called on the Legislature to remove existing enrollment caps on virtual schools and proposed every child in
Michigan who needs—or wants—to take up to two hours of daily online education should be able to receive it.
Snyder said school districts that embrace online learning, among other alternative methods, make the education system more
cost-efficient.
The Legislature has yet to respond to the proposal, and its action would be necessary to completely remove the existing
restrictions and make the waivers unnecessary.

Michigan Falling Behind?
Michigan has a history of leadership in online education, but some people said they fear the state is losing its position as a top
player.
In the late 1990s, the state created the Lansing-based Michigan Virtual University, a nonprofit that runs the Michigan Virtual
High School. It hosts online courses for students, teachers and administrators at the K-12 and higher education levels.
In 2006, graduation requirements were changed to mandate that students take at least one online class or have an online
education experience. And in 2009, news laws were enacted allowing for the creation of two K-12 virtual charter schools that
teach students from across the state.
Michael Van Beek, director of education policy at the Mackinac Center for Public Policy, a conservative think tank in Midland,
said that despite that early leadership, Michigan is slipping behind other states because of the legislative restrictions.
"It's based on this old model of how learning happened when a kid was sitting in a particular seat," said Van Beek, whose policy
center issued a report earlier this year on virtual learning. "Students can learn in a variety of different environments."
Van Beek said online learning can be a cost-saver for districts, but only in cases where a student is taking a course a district
isn't already offering in a traditional classroom or a course that has been eliminated in the past and is no longer available any
other way.
He said Michigan should be like other states that have more open access to online education.

Popularity of Online Programs
Online programs have been a boon for students across Michigan.
The Genesee Intermediate School District reports it had 14,447 courses taken in 2010. The ISD works with nine online providers
to offer a range of classes for students.
Some students are gifted and want to take additional coursework. Some students are behind and need to make up credits. In
some cases, students take courses not offered by their school or courses that wouldn't otherwise fit into their schedules. There
are students facing pregnancy, illnesses, expulsions or who have difficulty succeeding in a traditional classroom.
"Any number of real-life situations in children's lives may cause them to have to be 100% away from the building," said Beverly
Knox-Pipes, assistant superintendent for technology and media services for the Genesee ISD.
But she said online learning is not the complete answer.
"Just putting a kid online doesn't ensure success," she said.
The success of the existing programs that operate under state waivers succeed, for the most part, said Barb Fardell, a manager
in the state Office of Educational Improvement and Innovation.
For Kimberley McLaren-Kennedy, 17, a student at Avondale Academy, online classes provide a rare convenience. Not many
teachers in a typical classroom will stop and repeat what they've said multiple times for students, she said.
But with online lectures: "You can rewind and listen to what the teacher is saying as many times as you want to."
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Connecticut mulls seeking waiver to 'No Child' law



Associated Press
By: Staff
August 9, 2011
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/article/Conn-mulls-seeking-waiver-to-No-Child-law-1788162.php
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Connecticut education officials are considering whether to request a waiver to the federal No Child
Left Behind law, potentially giving school districts some breathing room on meeting stringent testing requirements.

Several states are seeking waivers to the 2001 law, which President Barack Obama's administration wants to overhaul.

To get a waiver, however, states must agree to several education reforms the White House supports. They range from tougher
evaluation procedures for educators to programs tackling the achievement gap between white and minority students.

The Connecticut state Board of Education has not yet decided whether to seek a waiver, but board Chairman Allan Taylor said
the No Child Left Behind requirement for math and reading proficiency from every student by 2014 is not possible — at least not
without shifting huge amounts of money away from other necessities.

"Ultimately everybody's going to need one because ultimately nobody can comply with the law," Taylor said of the waivers.

Education Secretary Arne Duncan said Monday that Obama was authorizing him to grant waivers because Congress had failed
to act on a comprehensive overhaul of the law.

The law requires proficiency from all students regardless of race, poverty, disability or their ability to speak English. Schools that
miss their targets face increasing consequences, from paying for students to receive free tutoring to potential state takeovers.

Goals become increasingly harder to reach as benchmarks climb toward the 100 percent goal, so even schools that make
progress can fall short if that progress is considered insufficient.

Based on results from last year, more than one-quarter of Connecticut schools were falling short of the law's requirements,
particularly those in the state's poorest cities.

The newest results are scheduled to be released in late August. State education officials have said even some schools in
middle-class or wealthy Connecticut communities might make the list because some of their subgroups — smaller categories
based on race or wealth — have not made as much progress as benchmarks would require.
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