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NATIONAL NEWS
Poll: Americans Trust Teachers, Split on Teachers' Unions
Education Week
By Alexandra Rice
August 17, 2011
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2011/08/17/01gallup.h31.html?
tkn=WPQFXuchrdVDHAT2rgw%2Bh3XV8vEzvO6ylEEh&cmp=clp-edweek
Governors and teachers' unions are going head-to-head in several states across the country, and the public feels caught in the
middle, a new survey on the public’s perception of U.S. schools finds.
When those polled were asked how teachers' unions have affected the quality of U.S. public education, 47 percent said unions
hurt it. But even so, 52 percent said they side with unions in disputes with governors over collective bargaining.
This year’s annual poll by Phi Delta Kappa International and the Washington-based Gallup Organization, released Wednesday,
digs deep into the issues surrounding teachers, including unions, salaries, hiring/firing practices, and curriculum flexibility.
In a statement regarding the poll results, American Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten highlighted the public’s
siding with unions over governors. But she, like others who weighed in on the survey, expressed concerns about the way
questions regarding the unions were phrased. William J. Bushaw, the executive director of PDK, which is based in Bloomington,
Ind., addressed those concerns in a conference call with reporters.
“Whenever we want to use or show longitudinal change, we absolutely have to ask the question in the same way it was asked
originally,” Mr. Bushaw said.
In 1976 and in 2011, the question was phrased: “Has unionization, in your opinion, helped, hurt, or made no difference in the
quality of public school education in the United States?” Back in 1976, a smaller percent of those polled, 38 percent, felt that
unions hurt education, compared to today. Teachers' unions were also far less influential then, and a much higher percentage of
people polled said they were undecided on the issue of how teachers' unions affect education. In 1976, 13 percent didn’t have a
strong opinion on teachers unions’ impact on education quality, whereas today only 2 percent didn’t know or refused to answer
where they stood in regard to unions.
Barnett Berry, president and CEO of the Center for Teaching Quality, based in Carrboro, N.C., said it was not surprising how the
public feels about teachers' unions, given that both the unions and the policymakers are locked in a 20th century debate over
education while the public is waiting for 21st century education reform. But the teachers' unions and their state and local
affiliates, he said, are not all the same, and they can do bad as well as good.
“The unions are not monolithic in this country, and there are a number of them, though not enough, that are the harbinger of
reform,” Mr. Berry said.
The poll was conducted June 4-13, using a nationally representative sample of 1,002 adults, ages 18 and older. The margin of
error for the poll is plus or minus 4 percent.

Recruitment and Investment
Looking past the unions to the individuals themselves, the survey shows the public has a generally positive view of teachers.
Nearly three out of four of those surveyed said they had confidence and trust in teachers today, and two out of three said they



would be in favor of their child becoming a public school teacher. It wasn’t just their own children they wanted to become
teachers—they wanted the highest-achieving high school students to be recruited for the classroom.
“It’s clear that Americans recognize the importance of getting quality students to become the next generation of teachers,” Mr.
Bushaw said.
The poll, in this way, points out some of the areas where current policy and public opinion don’t match up, said Thomas Toch,
the co-founder of the Education Sector think tank and the currrent executive director of Independent Education, a Washington-
area private school consortium. The public wants to find and retain the highest-quality teachers, and it wants to compensate
them based on a number of factors, with student test scores being the least important. Experience, academic degree, and
principal evaluations all ranked higher than test scores in the survey. Merit-pay, an important element of the Obama
administration’s education agenda, calls for great emphasis to be placed on student test scores when determining teachers’
salaries.
“This poll today shows a much more sophisticated public that is willing and ready to invest in teachers,” Mr. Berry said.

Politics of the Poll
Despite the discrepancy between the public and federal officials over merit-pay policies, the public’s rating of President Barack
Obama’s performance in support of public schools shot up seven points from last year. ("Fewer Americans Back Obama’s
Education Programs," August 25, 2010.) This year, 41 percent of the survey’s respondents gave the president an A or B, with
most votes falling along party lines.
Mr. Toch said this finding shows people are looking less at what the president has done and more at who he is. Only 2 percent
of Republicans gave him an A, even though many of his initiatives, such as merit pay and charter schools, are reforms long
embraced by their party, Mr. Toch said.
The administration has also taken strong stances on the issues of school choice and private school vouchers. While vouchers
continue to lose popularity among those polled, approval of school choice, in general, and charters has steadily climbed. Survey
results show that 70 percent of Americans approve of charters, part of a 10-year-long upward trend.
“This poll suggests charter schools have established themselves as a significant and permanent fixture on the education
landscape,” Mr. Toch said.

(Back to top)

ACT Deems More Students College-Ready
Education Week
By: Catherine Gewertz
August 17, 2011
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2011/08/17/01act.h31.html?tkn=SQLF7yHvQlHZRiMTMhfNqGTz09vlpptAUcBu&cmp=clp-
edweek
The proportion of American students meeting all four of the ACT’s college-readiness benchmarks continued to rise this year,
driven largely by improvements in performance on the mathematics and science portions of the exam, according to data
released today.
The annual report from ACT examines the scores of students in the 2011 graduating class who took that college-entrance exam
at some point in high school. This year’s report shows that 25 percent of those students produced scores in English, reading,
math, and science that correlate with higher chances of earning B’s or C’s in entry-level college courses. That figure has grown
steadily in recent years; it was 21 percent in 2005.
Much of the growth was the result of improvements on the math and science portions of the exam. In each of those areas, the
proportion of students meeting the college-readiness benchmarks has risen 2 percentage points in the last five years.
The flip side of the good news, however, was also clear: Three-quarters of U.S. students fall short of the ACT’s definition of being
prepared for a university education in all four subjects. And while two-thirds met the mark in English and half did in reading,
those numbers are falling or flatlining, not rising.
Even the math and science scores, while rising, show a long road ahead: More than half the students who took the ACT fell
short of the college-readiness benchmark in math, and an average of seven in 10 fell short of it in science.
“We are optimistic that there is growth happening in the continual increase, even a tick at a time, in the overall college readiness
of students. It’s a great sign, especially as the population [of ACT test-takers] gets more diverse and larger,” said Jon L.
Erickson, the ACT’s senior vice president for educational services. “But I’ll temper that by saying we need to accelerate the
pace. It will take us too long at a tick at a time.”
Mr. Erickson credited a national focus on career- and college-readiness, and on the importance of science, technology,
engineering, and math—the so-called STEM fields—for some of the improvement in ACT scores. More students, nearly three-
quarters, are also taking what the Iowa City, Iowa-based company calls a “core curriculum”: four years of English and three each
of social studies, science, and math. Students who take such a course sequence do better on the corresponding exams, Mr.
Erickson noted.
Those who take three years of math, for instance, are nearly six times more likely to meet the college-readiness benchmark in
that subject as those who don’t, according to ACT data. But taking a core curriculum is no guarantee of stellar exam
performance, either, a possible reflection of the widely recognized variation in course content and rigor. Only one-third of the
students who took three years of science met the science benchmark.

Expansion Seen
Students from minority ethnic and racial groups are taking the ACT in increasing numbers, according to the data. That trend
could suggest greater college awareness among minority students, or it could reflect the racial and ethnic composition of states
that are using the ACT more widely. Hispanic student participation has grown 116 percent in the last five years, Asian



participation 59 percent, and African-American participation 47 percent, compared with 26 percent among white students.
But troubling gaps persist, something Mr. Erickson said “reflects the inequity of the rigor of the curriculum and of school
systems as a whole.” Only 4 percent of African-American students met the ACT’s college-readiness benchmarks in all four
subjects, for instance, compared with 11 percent of Hispanic students, 31 percent of white students, and 41 percent of Asian
students.
The ACT continues to gain popularity relative to the College Board’s SAT. Last year marked the first time that more students
took the ACT than the rival SAT, according to the figures traditionally cited by the two organizations. Whether that edge eroded
in 2011 isn’t known yet, since the College Board isn’t scheduled to release its annual score and participation report until next
month. ("Few Changes on SAT Posted by Class of 2010," September 20, 2010.)
In the class of 2011, more students took the ACT than ever before: 1.62 million students, or 49 percent of the class, up from 42
percent in 2007. Most of that growth was fueled by the increasing popularity of the exam in states where the SAT dominates,
Mr. Erickson said, such as California, where the number of ACT-takers has risen 60 percent in the last five years, and New
York, where it has increased by 38 percent.
Some of the growth is driven by an expansion in the number of states that pay for or require all juniors to take the ACT.
According to the ACT, eight states pay for all juniors to take the exam: Colorado, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, North Dakota,
Tennessee, Texas, and Wyoming. Four of those states—Illinois, Michigan, Kentucky and Colorado—require the test of juniors
because they use it as part of their state or national accountability systems. Two additional states, Arkansas and Utah, pay for
the ACT in any school district that chooses to have all its juniors participate, ACT officials said.
The organization’s push for full-state participation “appears to reflect an organizational ambition at ACT to become the national
admission test,” said David Hawkins, the director of public policy research at the National Association for College Admission
Counseling, based in Arlington, Va. But whether the scores say anything more about students than do their course transcripts
and grades is open to debate, he said.
“The more tests like this are used in a mandatory context, the more they’re going to raise questions about what the scores
mean, what they add to the discussion” about students’ skills, Mr. Hawkins said.
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FLORIDA NEWS
J.R.E. Lee to become hybrid charter school on August 22
Miami Herald
By:Raquel García
August 10, 2011http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/08/10/2353704/jre-lee-to-become-hybrid-charter.html
 
What was initially perceived as another private charter school encroaching on precious South Miami community property may
actually become an innovative locally-oriented new school. J.R.E. Lee opens August 22nd as an untested hybrid private-public
partnership program for incoming sixth graders. Hopes are to eventually evolve into a middle school.

When City of South Miami officials and local residents learned that the Miami- Dade County School Board was proceeding with
a pseudo charter school at J.R.E. Lee Center without the initial consultation and cooperation of the local community, the
hackles went up.

“If this becomes another private charter school that does not serve the immediate community, then you should all resign,”
declared retired South Miami Middle School Assistant Principal Richard Ward to the commission when the news broke.

Community activist, retired social worker and J.R.E. Lee student from 1952 to 1958 Sarah Ann Tompkins said, “We have
children that live in the neighborhood that have to deal with dangerous traffic walking to Ludlam and South Miami Elementary and
if you are going to reopen a historic school, it should be for the residents of the community and they should have first priority.”

The mayor and city commissioners were equally dismayed at the prospect of the J.R.E. Lee Academy for International
Education Charter School opening on August 22nd on what all agree was a “fast track.”

While presenting the program before the commission at a recent meeting, Assistant Superintendent at Miami-Dade County
Public Schools Dr. Helen S. Blanch said that according to Superintendent Alberto M. Carvalho, “We have no time to waste. We
will start small, build it and the parents will decide. It is a community school.”

According to Blanch when public school property like J.R.E. Lee becomes unoccupied and available, as has the recently
dormant alternative school, the property is at a premium and according to Florida statutes, is fair game for private charter
schools to scoop up.

“We had to move on this project right away because just this year we have received more than 90 charter school applications for
the board to make decisions on,” explained Blanch. She also added that area schools are under capacity, with South Miami
Middle School at 84 percent capacity and Ludlam Middle School at 66 percent, so J.R.E. Lee did not qualify for boundary school
status by the class-size amendment in the Florida state statutes.

“We are proud of the J.R.E. Lee name and it will be maintained,” said Blanch. “This is a hybrid model that has never been tried
before and although the school board will not cover day to day operations, but rather operate on the back end, we are not
charging rent. It will be run as a not-forprofit organization and we are committed to absolute transparency.”



Blanch also stated that although Florida state statutes require recruitment of students be district-wide, there is no intention of
working apart from the community, but rather South Miami student recruitment will be a priority.

Invitational flyers to area residents, automated calls to family households and an open house are all part of the outreach.
However, Mayor Phillip Stoddard and area resident FIU Professor Dean Whitman both stated at a recent commission meeting
that they did not receive the flyers.

Professor Whitman also said, “Let’s just hope there aren’t going to be a bunch of Lincoln Navigators driving through the school.
Nobody walks to school anymore and there is no bus transportation at these schools. Every student will probably be transported
alone in a vehicle and there will be a considerable traffic load in a short period of time.” He also added that anyone who is
unhappy about this decision should contact Miami-Dade County school board member Raquel Regalado, who serves South
Miami District Six.

Since the announcement of J.R.E. Lee’s new program was made, school board members and incoming principal Vera Hirsch
have met with the mayor and city commissioners and explained in detail the pilot program that will include Net Books, or small
notebook computers, for all incoming sixth graders as well as a $9.95 per month arrangement with Comcast for internet access
to needy students. “We are reaching out to the digital divide at home and planning ahead,” said Hirsch. “We realize many
parents already have purchased school uniforms and made arrangements for the fall, but we are here to show that schools of
choice and community schools can all play in the same sandbox.”

Richard Ward has been appointed to the six-member governing board for the J.R.E. Lee Academy for International Education
Charter School. He is cautiously optimistic about what the future will foretell. “I feel far better about it than I did a few weeks ago
and I am pleased that it will not be controlled by outside sources. That’s why I accepted a position on the board,” he said. “But it
is way too early to tell how things will unveil. Boards take time to develop. Ultimately, the aim is to have a satisfactory ethnic
ratio in the school that will serve the immediate community.”

Commissioner Brian Beasley appeared pleased that a school whose reincarnation the city commission had no authority to
determine will serve the community, although he hoped that jobs for the area could be a guaranteed part of the makeup.

Vice Mayor Valerie Newman said that she still has mixed feelings about the plan, although they have creatively worked around
some critical issues. “If what they say is accurate, than it is workable. But, I fear these noble goals will eventually go by the
wayside and another traditional charter school will take over. I have very little hope they can sustain this model over time.”

Community activist Sarah Ann Tompkins reminisced about her favorite teacher at J.R.E. Lee Middle School – Miss Lane. “She
had a special spirit to make a positive imprint on children’s lives,” she said. “She treated everyone with a unique regard and
would always say ‘you can do it, even when you thought you could not.’”

If the new hybrid school can accomplish those brilliant historical models set by the original J.R.E. Lee faculty, they will pass the
community test.

(Back to top)

Law change pushes opportunity scholarship transfers in Duval to record
Florida Times-Union
By: Topher Sanders jacksonville.com Copyright 2011 The Florida Times-Union. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
August 16, 2011
http://jacksonville.com/news/florida/2011-08-16/story/law-change-pushes-opportunity-scholarship-transfers-duval-recordAugust
16, 2011 - 05:15pmLaw change pushes opportunity scholarship transfers in Duval to record
About 1,300 students in the county request moves; 'artificial mandate' creates burden, school COO says.
After a change in state law helped to quadruple the number of Duval County schools required to offer opportunity scholarships, a
record number of students are requesting transfers to schools with higher FCAT grades.

About 1,300 elementary, middle and high school students have asked to leave their neighborhood schools. About 1,000 of those
students are in high school.

Instead of only schools who earn repeated grades of F having to offer opportunity scholarships, now any school with a D or F
and in the lowest two levels of the state's accountability ratings must offer them.

Doug Ayars, the school system's chief operating officer, said the opportunity scholarship program places a burden on the
district.

"It's an artificial mandate that disregards boundary lines and the neighborhood school concept," Ayars said.

Last year, the district paid about $1.5 million to transport opportunity scholarship students. This year the district conservatively
anticipates the cost to double, Ayars said.

District officials have pointed to the opportunity scholarship program as one of the reasons some of the district's schools



struggle to meet state academic standards.

Whether students actually perform better when they use the transfer option is unclear, Ayars said. Historically, the district has
seen students return to their neighborhood schools after they transfer.

"I don't know that it adds any value for students, but I absolutely know that it adds cost and confusion to the system," he said.

Wolfson High School has to offer the transfers for the first time this year and is projected to lose about 80 students. The school's
principal, David Garner, said his focus is on the students who remain.

"My challenge is to try to make this school the best for the students that are there, regardless of who stays," he said.

Losing the students will impact the school's funding and could result in the loss of five to six teachers, Garner said.

The district is conducting a study of the opportunity scholarship program and anticipates having a rough draft ready in two to
three weeks.

This year, the most popular school requested by transferring students was Mandarin High School. About 420 students initially
requested transfers to Mandarin, forcing district officials to alter the rules.

"Mandarin just couldn't physically handle that many students," said Sally Hague, executive director of school choice and pupil
assignment operations.

High school students attending one of the eight high schools having to offer opportunity scholarships can choose to attend any
of 10 high schools that received a grade of C or higher in the district, but the district is only providing transportation to specific
schools.

Mandarin was initially the school the district was providing transportation to for students transferring from Forrest and Ed White
high schools. But because of the high numbers, Ed White's transportation school was changed to Atlantic Coast High School.

There are still more than 300 students scheduled to transfer to Mandarin. The new students could push Mandarin's enrollment to
about 3,000 students, filling it to 120 percent capacity.

It's issues like the one at Mandarin that makes Ayars "not a fan" of the program.

"But I respect a parents' ability to have choice," he said. "I just wish the state would change the process."

Duval's schools open Monday.

(Back to top)
 

School Board May Establish Its Own Charter Schools
Lakeland Ledger
By: Merissa Green
August 16, 2011 http://www.theledger.com/article/20110816/NEWS/110819595/1005/news02?Title=School-Board-May-
Establish-Its-Own-Charter-Schools&tc=ar

Seven high schools picked to house Step Up Academies for at-risk students

BARTOW | The Polk County School District has proposed creating a new charter school system to serve at-risk high school
students.

Seven high schools have been selected as sites of the proposed Step Up Academy. Each is projected to have about 150
students during the first year and six teachers.

The proposal was discussed during a School Board work session Tuesday afternoon. The Step Up Academy will have to go
through the application review process for new charter schools, which also requires School Board approval.

More details will be known when Superintendent Sherrie Nickell presents a recommendation to board members for their
approval. That will probably occur in October.

"My love is public schools but I was elated to see we are establishing some continuity," said School Board Chairwoman Kay
Fields. Polk would be one of two school districts in the state to create its own charter schools. The other is the Miami Dade
Public School System, said Carolyn Bridges, senior director of magnet, choice and charter schools.

Haines City, Kathleen, Lake Gibson, Lake Region, Mulberry, Tenoroc, and Winter Haven high schools were chosen for the
academy based on students' performance at each.



Students will be in small, personalized learning environments that will allow teachers and support staff to build relationships with
each student. Each high school academy will have its own board that will include School Board members and community
leaders, Bridges said.

"These principals have been thinking about how we can meet the needs of our students," she said. "This won't fix everything but
it gives each of these schools another tool."

Bridges said Step Up Academy will give the students a traditional high school experience that other at-risk schools, such as
New Beginnings High School that opens next week, can't provide.

"They (at-risk students) can do all of that and won't feel separated," she said.

Kathleen's principal, Cecil McClellan, who has helped lead the effort, said this idea will help those students who have slipped
through the cracks of education.

"It is unique and different and it will be something great for our kids of Polk County," he said.

Haines City High School Principal Sue Braiman said she can't wait to implement the program at her school. She already has
275 students who won't be able to graduate high school because they are over age. A students must have 24 credits by his or
her 20th birthday to graduate.

"I'm excited because it is giving some additional opportunities for our at-risk students to feel supported and to be able to set
goals," Braiman said.

Board members also are excited about the proposal.

School Board member Debra Wright said it will be nice to entice participants with iPads and to ensure the program has a
technological component.

"This is the neediest group," Wright said. "I think this might be a great avenue."

School Board member Hazel Sellers also supports the idea.

"We all have mixed feelings about charters but these charters are what charter schools should all be about," she said.

(Back to top)

STATE NEWS
Iowa education board establishes reform priorities
Des Moines Register
By: Jens Manuel Krogstad
August 16, 2011
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2011/08/16/state-education-board-establishes-reform-priorities/
 
The state Board of Education today voted to focus reform efforts on issues ranging from teacher preparation to tougher student
standards, but offered few details on how it would do so.

The goals, developed following last months’ state education summit, were broadly written to allow negotiating room when policy
details are hammered out, said board member Charlie Edwards.

“We wanted to establish a common agreement on policy, and get on the same page with the governor’s office, Department of
Education, legislature, districts and teachers,” he said.

However, it’s still unclear who will hold the state accountable for enacting the reform ideas  that came out of the summit.

The board stated support for access to free high-quality preschool to every child in the state. It said last year’s voluntary
preschool program, which enrolled more than 21,000 children, will help ensure universal access.

Iowa must “raise the bar” to recruit the best students to rigorous teacher preparation programs, the board said. Teachers in the
classroom must receive targeted professional development opportunities, and provide extra help to struggling students.

The board said increased accountability must continue. It lauded the state for establishing in 2008 of the minimum standards in
the Iowa Core, and implementing in 2010 language arts and mathematics standards.

The state should review new national standards in science and social studies, the board said.

This last point caused board member Eric Goranson to cast the lone vote against the board’s position statement.



“I’m not a fan of, nor do I support the common core standard, especially in social studies and science,” he said.

The board also called on the teaching profession to be elevated, respected and compensated fairly.

The board said it will continue to work with the Iowa Department of Education to study innovative instruction and online learning
models to encourage a statewide focus on innovation.

Parents must also dedicate time at home to learning, in partnership with teachers and schools, the board said.

(Back to top)

Virginia education officials quash plans for earlier Standards of Learning
testing, retakes
Washington Post
By: Emma Brown
August 16, 2011
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/va-education-officials-quash-plans-for-earlier-sol-testing-
retakes/2011/08/15/gIQAVXWyJJ_story.html

Virginia education officials have squelched an effort by a group of superintendents to overhaul the state’s standardized testing
system by giving exams earlier in the year and allowing retakes for students who fail.

The Virginia Board of Education had been considering the proposal since May, when five prominent school chiefs, including
Fairfax County Superintendent Jack D. Dale, presented a plan to introduce the changes in middle and elementary schools.

The superintendents argued in a joint statement to the board that testing earlier in the school year would liberate students and
teachers from the “test-driven approach to education that stifles learning” and give them more time to delve into lessons that
develop critical thinking, problem solving and other “21st century skills.”

Allowing students to retake exams, the superintendents said, would give those who are failing an opportunity to pinpoint
weaknesses, receive additional instruction and improve their performance.

Dale and his peers from Virginia Beach, Roanoke, and Henrico and Albemarle counties presented their case to the state board
twice, in May and July, eventually narrowing the proposal to middle schools. They had expected an up-or-down vote at the
board’s September meeting.

But in an Aug. 1 letter to the superintendents, the state board president, Eleanor B. Saslaw, said there would be no such vote.
The superintendents’ plan was too vague, she wrote, and failed to address concerns about unintended consequences for
students and teachers.

“While all Board members are open to new ideas on assessment and flexibility, none believes that the Board’s questions about
the proposal have been addressed with sufficient detail,” Saslaw wrote.

Saslaw added that Virginia could not allow students in only a few districts to retake tests, and she said it was “imprudent” to
make fundamental changes to the testing system just as the state is preparing to introduce more-rigorous standardized tests
over the next two years.

In Fairfax, Assistant Superintendent Terri Breeden expressed disappointment in the board’s decision.

“I was very surprised that we got not even a small pilot,” said Breeden, who oversees accountability for the state’s largest school
system. “If you can’t even begin with a small group, that’s disheartening.”

The five superintendents, who oversee about a quarter of Virginia’s public school students, had proposed to conduct the state’s
annual Standards of Learning exams as early as January, instead of waiting until May or June.

Students who passed the first round of exams would be free of test preparation and able to focus on hands-on, project-based
course work for the rest of the year, the superintendents said. Those who failed would get another chance at the tests after
receiving remedial instruction.

Other states, including Texas and North Carolina, allow elementary and middle school students to retake standardized tests. In
Virginia, only high school students may retake SOL tests.

The Fairfax School Board voted unanimously in mid-July to support Dale’s request for permission to schedule early tests. The
four other local school boards also supported the plan.

In Richmond, however, the superintendents’ proposal met with immediate resistance from state officials who voiced concern that
early testing would create a two-tiered educational system.



“Would students who fail early tests ever experience the ‘rich and engaging’ curriculum afforded their more successful peers? Or
would their fate be more drill and kill before taking another shot at the SOLs?” state Superintendent Patricia I. Wright wrote in
the Charlottesville Daily Progress last month.

More questions arose at state board meetings: Would parents have any say about whether their children were chosen for early
testing? Would struggling students have to sacrifice art, music or other elective classes to make time for remedial math or
English? How would earlier tests ease the long-standing classroom challenge of giving some students extra help without boring
the quickest learners?

In her Aug. 1 letter, Saslaw urged the five superintendents to continue leading a public discussion about testing but to do a
better job of soliciting comment from the entire school community, especially teachers.

Steven Greenburg, president of the Fairfax County Federation of Teachers, said he hoped the superintendents heeded that
advice.

“If you need to find out how something is going to impact students and teachers in the classroom,” Greenburg said, “then you
need to go to teachers and students before you make the decision to do whatever you’re going to do.”

Henrico Superintendent Patrick Russo said he and the other superintendents are undeterred. They plan to continue talking with
one another and with state officials about how to give teachers more time to broaden the curriculum beyond standardized-test
preparation.

“While we would have liked to see the support to move forward quicker, we’re obviously pleased that we continue to have
dialogue, that there’s an open ear,” Russo said in an interview Tuesday.

(Back to top)

 
Arkansas starts technology education initiative
Associated Press
By: Andrew Demillo
August 17, 2011
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Ark-starts-technology-apf-354188414.html?x=0&.v=1&.pf=family-home&mod=pf-family-home

MAUMELLE, Ark. (AP) -- Arkansas officials on Tuesday announced a $2.68 million program aimed at increasing the number of
students studying in high-tech fields by overhauling the curriculum at some high schools and recruiting more college graduates
to teach in those areas.

Gov. Mike Beebe and other state officials announced the launch of the STEM Works program that will focus on science,
technology, engineering and math in the state's high schools. Beebe said the initiative will help the state's workforce meet the
demand for employees in high-tech fields by focusing on those areas earlier.

"We've got to get more folks interested in STEM education in high school so that when they go to college, they're not afraid of
engineering, they're not afraid of mathematics, they're not afraid of science," Beebe said in a news conference at Molex Inc.

The first part of the initiative will focus on overhauling the curriculum at state high schools to better prepare graduates to pursue
degrees in high-tech fields. One way officials say they hope to do that is by creating "New Tech High Schools," where students
are taught practical applications for their classes.

That model is already being used at Cross County High School, where in one class students are taught algebra by applying the
equations they've learned to research and compare cellphone providers and argue which is the best.

"Everything is geared around students not having to ask, `Why am I learning this?'" said Matt McClure, superintendent of the
Cross County School District. "If we find a way to make it interesting to students and has relevance to students, then they're
going to be engaged in their learning and they're not going to be asking why."

The goal of the program is to have 10 high schools signed up by January 2012 to begin implementing that model in the 2012-
2013 school year. Officials said they've set a long-term goal of signing up half of the state's high schools within a decade.

The second part of the initiative is UTeach, a program to recruit college students majoring in science, technology, engineering
and math to become teachers in those areas. The UTeach program would provide an initial course to participants at no charge.

Interim Higher Education Director Shane Broadway said Arkansas State University, Arkansas Tech University, the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock, the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville and the University of Central Arkansas have volunteered to
offer the program on their campuses starting in the fall of 2012.

Most of the money for the program will come from the state, and the AT&T Foundation and Molex each pledged $35,000 to the
program at Monday's announcement.



Beebe said the state may need to redirect money to continue the program beyond the pilot phase, but suggested funding it in
the future should be a priority.

"I can't sure we can afford not to," Beebe told reporters.

(Back to top)


