
 
Just making sure you got this a achment. 
  
From: Smith, Kevin [mailto:Kevin.Smith@fldoe.org]  
Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2011 8:59 AM 
To: Cari Miller (Cari@excelined.org) 
Subject: RE: I'm looking for the site in which the Third Grade TAP would be posted 
  
Cari, 
  
Melinda and I met with Stu and Helen Lancashire earlier this week to get the ball rolling on this. Everyone agreed that the changes would be beneficial. 
  
Have a great day and thanks again for all that you do! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kevin Smith, 
Deputy Director, 
Just Read, Florida! Office 
Florida Department of Education 
325 W. Gaines Street, Suite 501  
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
(850) 2450503 
(850) 2455105 (Fax) 
www.justreadflorida.com 

 
  
From: Cari Miller (Cari@excelined.org) [mailto:Cari@excelined.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 8:56 AM 
To: Smith, Kevin 
Subject: RE: I'm looking for the site in which the Third Grade TAP would be posted 
  
I’ve highlighted parts that need to be updated, and included comments along the way!!! This should get you all started! 
  
Sincerely, 
Cari 
  
From: Smith, Kevin [mailto:Kevin.Smith@fldoe.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 8:10 AM 
To: Cari Miller (Cari@excelined.org) 
Subject: RE: I'm looking for the site in which the Third Grade TAP would be posted 
  
Cari, 
  
Thanks for this additional information. I will touch base with Melinda when I get back to the office. 
  
Have a great day and thanks again for all that you do! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kevin Smith, 
Educational Policy Analyst, 
Just Read, Florida! Office 
Florida Department of Education 
325 W. Gaines Street, Suite 501  
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
(850) 2450503 
(850) 2455105 (Fax) 
www.justreadflorida.com 

 
  
From: Cari Miller (Cari@excelined.org) [mailto:Cari@excelined.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 8:06 AM 
To: Smith, Kevin 
Subject: RE: I'm looking for the site in which the Third Grade TAP would be posted 
  
Thanks Kevin, but more than that will need to be updated. Melinda should be able to help, but since it is statute changes request, I’m not sure if it is too late this 
year,  but something that needs to occur sooner than later. It also reference FCRR’s site as the programs that must be implemented for students retained twice in 
third grade; it suggests that they must have an assessment system like Reading First, etc. 
  
  
  

From:   Cari Miller (Cari@excelined.org) <Cari@excelined.org>

Sent time:   Thursday, December 08, 2011 9:02:04 AM

To:   Webster, Melinda

Subject:   FW: I'm looking for the site in which the Third Grade TAP would be posted

Attachments:   1008 25_Revisions needed.docx   
  

http://www.justreadflorida.com/
mailto:Cari@excelined.org
mailto:%5Bmailto:Cari@excelined.org%5D
mailto:%5Bmailto:Kevin.Smith@fldoe.org%5D
mailto:Cari@excelined.org
http://www.justreadflorida.com/
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From: Smith, Kevin [mailto:Kevin.Smith@fldoe.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 6:08 AM 
To: Cari Miller (Cari@excelined.org) 
Subject: Re: I'm looking for the site in which the Third Grade TAP would be posted 
  
Cari, 
 
Thanks for your message. I am glad that you found the link.  
 
I will bring up your point about requiring more  me for retained third grade students in statute.  
 
Is there anything else that I can do to help? 
 
Have a great day and thanks again for all you do! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kevin Smith,  
 
Educa onal Policy Analyst,  
Just Read, Florida! Office  
325 W. Gaines Street,  
Suite 501  
Tallahassee, Florida 32399  
 
(850) 245‐0503  
www.justreadflorida.com  
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐  
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 
  
From: Cari Miller (Cari@excelined.org) [mailto:Cari@excelined.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 04:39 PM 
To: Smith, Kevin  
Subject: RE: I'm looking for the site in which the Third Grade TAP would be posted  
  
I found the link to the TAP. 
  
From: Cari Miller (Cari@excelined.org)  
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 4:18 PM 
To: Smith, Kevin (Kevin.Smith@fldoe.org) 
Subject: I'm looking for the site in which the Third Grade TAP would be posted 
  
  
HI Kevin, 
I’m looking for the site in which the Third Grade TAP would be posted under Progression. I found this site, but it doesn’t included the 2010‐2011 TAP. It could go on 
our site above the third grade rules that you posted, but it should also be on the progression site, and the site below.  Any assistance you can provide would this 
would be great. I need to refer to it as a link in a document, yet there is no link! 
  
h p://www.fldoe.org/ese/tap‐home.asp  
  
Also, there really needs to be changes to the Statute, rela ng to retained third grade services; to start, it requires all retained third graders to receive a minimum 
of 90 minutes of instruc on, yet that is the requirement for ALL K‐5 students. It wasn’t at the  me this law was created, but it is now, so there should be more 
rigorous support for retained third graders (that was the original point). Just pu ng the bug in your ear as really, it should have been revisited once the K‐12 Plans 
went into effect. 
  
Sincerely, 
Cari Miller 
State Ini a ves 
Founda on for Excellence in Educa on 
Cari@excelined.org 
850‐491‐8556 
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K-20 EDUCATION CODE Chapter 1008  

ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

View Entire Chapter  

 

1008.25 Public school student progression; remedial instruction; reporting requirements.—  

(1) INTENT.—It is the intent of the Legislature that each student’s progression from one grade 

to another be determined, in part, upon proficiency in reading, writing, science, and mathematics; 

that district school board policies facilitate such proficiency; and that each student and his or her 

parent be informed of that student’s academic progress. 

(2) COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM.—Each district school board shall establish a comprehensive 

program for student progression which must include:  

(a) Standards for evaluating each student’s performance, including how well he or she masters 

the performance standards approved by the State Board of Education. 

(b) Specific levels of performance in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for each grade 

level, including the levels of performance on statewide assessments as defined by the 

commissioner, below which a student must receive remediation, or be retained within an intensive 

program that is different from the previous year’s program and that takes into account the 

student’s learning style. 

(c) Appropriate alternative placement for a student who has been retained 2 or more years. 

(3) ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES.—District school boards shall allocate remedial and 

supplemental instruction resources to students in the following priority:  

(a) Students who are deficient in reading by the end of grade 3. 

(b) Students who fail to meet performance levels required for promotion consistent with the 

district school board’s plan for student progression required in paragraph (2)(b). 

(4) ASSESSMENT AND REMEDIATION.—  

(a) Each student must participate in the statewide assessment tests required by s. 1008.22. 

Each student who does not meet specific levels of performance as determined by the district 

school board in FCAT reading, writing, science, and mathematics for each grade level, or who 

scores below Level 3 in FCAT reading or FCAT mathematics, must be provided with additional 

diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student’s difficulty, the areas of academic 

need, and strategies for appropriate intervention and instruction as described in paragraph (b). 

(b) The school in which the student is enrolled must develop, in consultation with the student’s 

parent, and must implement a progress monitoring plan. A progress monitoring plan is intended to 

provide the school district and the school flexibility in meeting the academic needs of the student 

and to reduce paperwork. A student who is not meeting the school district or state requirements 

for proficiency in reading and math shall be covered by one of the following plans to target 

instruction and identify ways to improve his or her academic achievement:  

1. A federally required student plan such as an individual education plan; 

2. A schoolwide system of progress monitoring for all students; or 

3. An individualized progress monitoring plan. 
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The plan chosen must be designed to assist the student or the school in meeting state and district 

expectations for proficiency. If the student has been identified as having a deficiency in reading, 

the K-12 comprehensive reading plan required by s. 1011.62(9) shall include instructional and 

support services to be provided to meet the desired levels of performance. District school boards 

may require low-performing students to attend remediation programs held before or after regular 

school hours or during the summer if transportation is provided. 

(c) Upon subsequent evaluation, if the documented deficiency has not been remediated, the 

student may be retained. Each student who does not meet the minimum performance expectations 

defined by the Commissioner of Education for the statewide assessment tests in reading, writing, 

science, and mathematics must continue to be provided with remedial or supplemental instruction 

until the expectations are met or the student graduates from high school or is not subject to 

compulsory school attendance. 

(5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—  

(a) It is the ultimate goal of the Legislature that every student read at or above grade level. 

Any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading, based upon locally determined or 

statewide assessments conducted in kindergarten or grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3, or through 

teacher observations, must be given intensive reading instruction immediately following the 

identification of the reading deficiency. The student’s reading proficiency must be reassessed by 

locally determined assessments or through teacher observations at the beginning of the grade 

following the intensive reading instruction. The student must continue to be provided with 

intensive reading instruction until the reading deficiency is remedied. 

(b) Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, if the student’s reading deficiency, as identified 

in paragraph (a), is not remedied by the end of grade 3, as demonstrated by scoring at Level 2 or 

higher on the statewide assessment test in reading for grade 3, the student must be retained. 

(c) The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading, as described in 

paragraph (a), must be notified in writing of the following:  

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading. 

2. A description of the current services that are provided to the child. 

3. A description of the proposed supplemental instructional services and supports that will be 

provided to the child that are designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency. 

4. That if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of grade 3, the child must 

be retained unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause. 

5. Strategies for parents to use in helping their child succeed in reading proficiency. 

6. That the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) is not the sole determiner of 

promotion and that additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are available to the 

child to assist parents and the school district in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade 

level and ready for grade promotion. 

7. The district’s specific criteria and policies for midyear promotion. Midyear promotion means 

10
08
 2
5_
R
ev
is
io
ns
 n
ee
de
d.
do
cx

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1011/Sections/1011.62.html


promotion of a retained student at any time during the year of retention once the student has 

demonstrated ability to read at grade level. 

(6) ELIMINATION OF SOCIAL PROMOTION.—  

(a) No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that 

constitute social promotion. 

(b) The district school board may only exempt students from mandatory retention, as provided 

in paragraph (5)(b), for good cause. Good cause exemptions shall be limited to the following:  

1. Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2 years of instruction in an English 

for Speakers of Other Languages program. 

2. Students with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates that participation in the 

statewide assessment program is not appropriate, consistent with the requirements of State Board 

of Education rule. 

3. Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alternative 

standardized reading assessment approved by the State Board of Education. 

4. Students who demonstrate, through a student portfolio, that the student is reading on grade 

level as evidenced by demonstration of mastery of the Sunshine State Standards in reading equal to 

at least a Level 2 performance on the FCAT. 

5. Students with disabilities who participate in the FCAT and who have an individual education 

plan or a Section 504 plan that reflects that the student has received intensive remediation in 

reading for more than 2 years but still demonstrates a deficiency in reading and was previously 

retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3. 

6. Students who have received intensive remediation in reading for 2 or more years but still 

demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, 

grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years. Intensive reading instruction for students so promoted 

must include an altered instructional day that includes specialized diagnostic information and 

specific reading strategies for each student. The district school board shall assist schools and 

teachers to implement reading strategies that research has shown to be successful in improving 

reading among low-performing readers. 

(c) Requests for good cause exemptions for students from the mandatory retention requirement 

as described in subparagraphs (b)3. and 4. shall be made consistent with the following:  

1. Documentation shall be submitted from the student’s teacher to the school principal that 

indicates that the promotion of the student is appropriate and is based upon the student’s 

academic record. In order to minimize paperwork requirements, such documentation shall consist 

only of the existing progress monitoring plan, individual educational plan, if applicable, report 

card, or student portfolio. 

2. The school principal shall review and discuss such recommendation with the teacher and 

make the determination as to whether the student should be promoted or retained. If the school 

principal determines that the student should be promoted, the school principal shall make such 
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recommendation in writing to the district school superintendent. The district school superintendent 

shall accept or reject the school principal’s recommendation in writing. 

(7) SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSION FOR RETAINED READERS.—  

(a) Students retained under the provisions of paragraph (5)(b) must be provided intensive 

interventions in reading to ameliorate the student’s specific reading deficiency, as identified by a 

valid and reliable diagnostic assessment. This intensive intervention must include effective 

instructional strategies, participation in the school district’s summer reading camp, and 

appropriate teaching methodologies necessary to assist those students in becoming successful 

readers, able to read at or above grade level, and ready for promotion to the next grade. 

(b) Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, each school district shall:  

1. Conduct a review of student progress monitoring plans for all students who did not score 

above Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT and did not meet the criteria for one of the good 

cause exemptions in paragraph (6)(b). The review shall address additional supports and services, as 

described in this subsection, needed to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency. The 

school district shall require a student portfolio to be completed for each such student. 

2. Provide students who are retained under the provisions of paragraph (5)(b) with intensive 

instructional services and supports to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency, 

including a minimum of 90 minutes of daily, uninterrupted, scientifically research-based reading 

instruction and other strategies prescribed by the school district, which may include, but are not 

limited to:  

a. Small group instruction. 

b. Reduced teacher-student ratios. 

c. More frequent progress monitoring. 

d. Tutoring or mentoring. 

e. Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade students. 

f. Extended school day, week, or year. 

g. Summer reading camps. 

3. Provide written notification to the parent of any student who is retained under the provisions 

of paragraph (5)(b) that his or her child has not met the proficiency level required for promotion 

and the reasons the child is not eligible for a good cause exemption as provided in paragraph 

(6)(b). The notification must comply with the provisions of s. 1002.20(15) and must include a 

description of proposed interventions and supports that will be provided to the child to remediate 

the identified areas of reading deficiency. 

4. Implement a policy for the midyear promotion of any student retained under the provisions 

of paragraph (5)(b) who can demonstrate that he or she is a successful and independent reader, 

reading at or above grade level, and ready to be promoted to grade 4. Tools that school districts 

may use in reevaluating any student retained may include subsequent assessments, alternative 

assessments, and portfolio reviews, in accordance with rules of the State Board of Education. 
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Students promoted during the school year after November 1 must demonstrate proficiency above 

that required to score at Level 2 on the grade 3 FCAT, as determined by the State Board of 

Education. The State Board of Education shall adopt standards that provide a reasonable 

expectation that the student’s progress is sufficient to master appropriate 4th grade level reading 

skills. 

5. Provide students who are retained under the provisions of paragraph (5)(b) with a high-

performing teacher as determined by student performance data and above-satisfactory 

performance appraisals. 

6. In addition to required reading enhancement and acceleration strategies, provide parents of 

students to be retained with at least one of the following instructional options:  

a. Supplemental tutoring in scientifically research-based reading services in addition to the 

regular reading block, including tutoring before and/or after school. 

b. A “Read at Home” plan outlined in a parental contract, including participation in “Families 

Building Better Readers Workshops” and regular parent-guided home reading. 

c. A mentor or tutor with specialized reading training. 

7. Establish a Reading Enhancement and Acceleration Development (READ) Initiative. The focus 

of the READ Initiative shall be to prevent the retention of grade 3 students and to offer intensive 

accelerated reading instruction to grade 3 students who failed to meet standards for promotion to 

grade 4 and to each K-3 student who is assessed as exhibiting a reading deficiency. The READ 

Initiative shall:  

a. Be provided to all K-3 students at risk of retention as identified by the statewide assessment 

system used in Reading First schools. The assessment must measure phonemic awareness, phonics, 

fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. 

b. Be provided during regular school hours in addition to the regular reading instruction. 

c. Provide a state-identified reading curriculum that has been reviewed by the Florida Center 

for Reading Research at Florida State University and meets, at a minimum, the following 

specifications:  

(I) Assists students assessed as exhibiting a reading deficiency in developing the ability to read 

at grade level. 

(II) Provides skill development in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and 

comprehension. 

(III) Provides scientifically based and reliable assessment. 

(IV) Provides initial and ongoing analysis of each student’s reading progress. 

(V) Is implemented during regular school hours. 

(VI) Provides a curriculum in core academic subjects to assist the student in maintaining or 

meeting proficiency levels for the appropriate grade in all academic subjects. 

8. Establish at each school, where applicable, an Intensive Acceleration Class for retained grade 

3 students who subsequently score at Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT. The focus of the 
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Intensive Acceleration Class shall be to increase a child’s reading level at least two grade levels in 

1 school year. The Intensive Acceleration Class shall:  

a. Be provided to any student in grade 3 who scores at Level 1 on the reading portion of the 

FCAT and who was retained in grade 3 the prior year because of scoring at Level 1 on the reading 

portion of the FCAT. 

b. Have a reduced teacher-student ratio. 

c. Provide uninterrupted reading instruction for the majority of student contact time each day 

and incorporate opportunities to master the grade 4 Sunshine State Standards in other core subject 

areas. 

d. Use a reading program that is scientifically research-based and has proven results in 

accelerating student reading achievement within the same school year. 

e. Provide intensive language and vocabulary instruction using a scientifically research-based 

program, including use of a speech-language therapist. 

f. Include weekly progress monitoring measures to ensure progress is being made. 

g. Report to the Department of Education, in the manner described by the department, the 

progress of students in the class at the end of the first semester. 

9. Report to the State Board of Education, as requested, on the specific intensive reading 

interventions and supports implemented at the school district level. The Commissioner of 

Education shall annually prescribe the required components of requested reports. 

10. Provide a student who has been retained in grade 3 and has received intensive instructional 

services but is still not ready for grade promotion, as determined by the school district, the option 

of being placed in a transitional instructional setting. Such setting shall specifically be designed to 

produce learning gains sufficient to meet grade 4 performance standards while continuing to 

remediate the areas of reading deficiency. 

(8) ANNUAL REPORT.—  

(a) In addition to the requirements in paragraph (5)(b), each district school board must annually 

report to the parent of each student the progress of the student toward achieving state and district 

expectations for proficiency in reading, writing, science, and mathematics. The district school 

board must report to the parent the student’s results on each statewide assessment test. The 

evaluation of each student’s progress must be based upon the student’s classroom work, 

observations, tests, district and state assessments, and other relevant information. Progress 

reporting must be provided to the parent in writing in a format adopted by the district school 

board. 

(b) Each district school board must annually publish in the local newspaper, and report in 

writing to the State Board of Education by September 1 of each year, the following information on 

the prior school year:  

1. The provisions of this section relating to public school student progression and the district 

school board’s policies and procedures on student retention and promotion. 
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2. By grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3 through 10 performing at 

Levels 1 and 2 on the reading portion of the FCAT. 

3. By grade, the number and percentage of all students retained in grades 3 through 10. 

4. Information on the total number of students who were promoted for good cause, by each 

category of good cause as specified in paragraph (6)(b). 

5. Any revisions to the district school board’s policy on student retention and promotion from 

the prior year. 

(c) The Department of Education shall establish a uniform format for school districts to report 

the information required in paragraph (b). The format shall be developed with input from district 

school boards and shall be provided not later than 90 days prior to the annual due date. The 

department shall annually compile the information required in subparagraphs (b)2., 3., and 4., 

along with state-level summary information, and report such information to the Governor, the 

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

(9) STATE BOARD AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—  

(a) The State Board of Education shall have authority as provided in s. 1008.32 to enforce this 

section. 

(b) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 for the 

administration of this section. 

(10) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The department shall provide technical assistance as needed to 

aid district school boards in administering this section. 

History.—s. 371, ch. 2002-387; s. 8, ch. 2003-118; s. 6, ch. 2004-42; s. 6, ch. 2004-255; s. 119, ch. 2006-1; s. 42, 

ch. 2006-74; s. 186, ch. 2008-4; s. 9, ch. 2010-22. 
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