
From:   Mary Laura Bragg (MaryLaura@excelined.org) <MaryLaura@excelined.org>

Sent time:   Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:33:03 PM

To:  

Deirdre Finn (dfinn@excelined.org) <dfinn@excelined.org>; Erin Price (Erin@excelined.org) <Erin@excelined.org>; Joanna
Hassell (Joanna@afloridapromise.org) <Joanna@afloridapromise.org>; John Bailey (john.bailey@dutkoworldwide.com)
<john.bailey@dutkoworldwide.com>; Mary Laura Bragg (MaryLaura@excelined.org) <MaryLaura@excelined.org>; Matthew
Ladner (Matthew@excelined.org) <Matthew@excelined.org>; Paula Noor (Pnoor@excelined.org) <Pnoor@excelined.org>;
Janet C. Barresi; Becky Woodie; Damon Gardenhire; Joel Robison; Bennett, Tony <tb@doe.in.gov>; Bennett, Tony Asst Debbie
Downing <ddowning@doe.in.gov>; Bennett, Tony Asst Jennifer Outlaw <joutlaw@doe.in.gov>; Bennett, Tony COS Heather Neal
<hneal@doe.in.gov>; Bowen, Stephen <stephen.bowen@maine.gov>; Bowen, Stephen <stephenbowen@myfairpoint.net>;
Bowen, Stephen Scheduler Sandra Moreau <sandra.moreau@maine.gov>; Cerf, Chris <cdcerf@gmail.com>; Cerf, Chris Asst
Helene Leona <helene.leona@doe.state.nj.us>; Cerf, Chris Dep Comm Sp Asst Mamie Doyle
<mamie.doyle@doe.state.nj.us>; Cerf, Chris Special Asst Andrew Smarick <andrew.smarick@doe.state.nj.us>; Gist, Deborah
<deborah.gist@ride.ri.gov>; Huffman, Kevin <Kevin.S.Huffman@tn.gov>; Huffman, Kevin COS Hanseul Kang
<hanseul.kang@tn.gov>; Pastorek, Paul <pastorekpg@gmail.com>; Pastorek, Paul Asst Joan Von Herbulis
<joan.vonherbulis@eadsna.com>; Robinson, Gerard <Gerard.Robinson@fldoe.org>; Robinson, Gerard Leg. Dir. Tanya
Cooper <tanya.cooper@fldoe.org>; Robinson, Gerard Scheduler Nyla Benjamin <nyla.benjamin@fldoe.org>; Skandera, Hanna
<hanna.skandera@state.nm.us>; Skandera, Hanna COS Christine Stavem <christine.stavem@state.nm.us>; Skandera,
Hanna Policy Leighann Lenti <leighann.lenti@state.nm.us>; Skandera, Hanna Scheduler Bernadette Tennyson
<bernadette.tennyson@state.nm.us>; Smith, Eric <drericjsmith@gmail.com>; Tucker, Jessica <jessica.tucker@la.gov>; White,
John <john.white@la.gov>; White, John Asst Vicky Thomas <vicky.thomas@la.gov>; White, John COS Kunjan Narechania
<kunjan.narechania@la.gov>; Christy Hovanetz (Christyh@excelined.org) <chovanetz2@meridianstrategiesllc.com>; Cynthia
Spano (Cynthia@Excelined.org) <Cynthia@excelined.org>; Fonda Anderson (Fonda@excelined.org) <fonda@excelined.org>;
Jaryn Emhof (Jaryn@excelined.org) <jaryn@excelined.org>; Mandy Clark (Mandy@excelined.org) <mandy@excelined.org>

Subject:   Agenda for Friday's call

Attachments:   2312 C4C Call Agenda.doc     SAP GE Grant Announcement.Final.docx    
 

Good a ernoon,
 
Here is the agenda for Friday’s call, along with one attachment.
 
Thanks!
 
 
Mary Laura Bragg
Director of State Policy Implementa on
Founda on for Excellence in Educa on
850.391.3077 phone
786‐664‐1794 fax
www.excelined.org
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Chiefs for Change Conference Call 

Friday, February 3, 2012 

9:30am-10:30am EST 

Agenda  

 
Call-In Info: Number: 850-391-0329/Passcode: 84940 

 

I. Welcome to John White --- Tony Bennett 

 

II. Wavers update – Tony Bennett 

 

III. Professional Development on Common Core – Eric Smith 

 

IV. March 24 meeting in DC – 2 pm through dinner – Tony Bennett 

 

 

 

V.  
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NEWS RELEASE 

Embargoed until 9:00am EST Wed., Feb. 1, 2012  

 

Common Core State Standards Receives Largest Corporate Investment to Date  

With GE Foundation $18 Million Commitment 

 

New Standards Aim to Increase K–12 Student Success in College and Careers 

 

FAIRFIELD, CONN. — The GE Foundation, the philanthropic arm of GE, announces an $18 million grant to Student 

Achievement Partners, a nonprofit organization to provide critical implementation support for Common Core State 

Standards across the U.S. The four-year grant is the largest corporate commitment to date for the Common Core State 

Standards and reflects GE’s longstanding dedication to preparing American students for an increasingly competitive 

workforce. 

“Our economy is facing an undeniable challenge—good paying jobs are going unfilled because U.S. workers don’t 

have the skills to fill the positions. We must cultivate a highly educated workforce and we see the Standards as a key 

component to answering this challenge,” says Robert Corcoran, Vice President, GE Corporate Citizenship, and 

President and Chair, GE Foundation.    

To date, the nation’s governors, chief state school officers, and other stakeholders across the political spectrum have 

come together to adopt Core Standards in 46 states. The Standards set common, rigorous expectations for students in 

literacy and mathematics.    

The grant will allow Student Achievement Partners to offer national support to teachers. Student Achievement Partners 

helped in the development of the Core Standards, a process that drew on the input of teachers, business leaders, 

researchers, and policymakers. As contributing authors of the Core Standards, Student Achievement Partners integrated 

10,000 public comments from teachers and other stakeholders as the Standards were being developed. Student 

Achievement Partners also helped ensure that the Standards were based on the best available evidence of what students 

need to master in order to be ready for the demands of college and career.  

“This is a great day for the education reform movement and specifically for the momentum behind the Common Core 

State Standards.  The GE Foundation is going deep in this work and its commitment to improving public education for 

all students is exactly what it is going to take to seed real and lasting change, especially during these tough economic 

times,” says David Coleman, Founding Partner, Student Achievement Partners. 

The grant from GE Foundation will support several related efforts to help educators achieve the Core Standards: 

 Direct collaboration with teachers to produce and share examples and best practices of excellent instruction 

aligned with the Standards;  

 A website, www.achievethecore.org, to distribute free resources designed to support teacher understanding and 

implementation;  
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 Standards Immersion Institutes designed to cultivate teacher experts who can build knowledge in their districts 

and states;  

 The development of tools to track implementation and evaluate the quality of student work; and 

 Partnerships with a network of non-profits to provide ongoing technical support to district and state leaders 

guiding implementation. 

 

“This is a win for the youth of America and the companies that hope to employ them in the future,” says former 

Governor John Engler, President, the Business Roundtable, an organization comprised of the chief executive officers 

from leading U.S. companies.  “The Core Standards movement can help our nation prepare a highly trained, 

internationally competitive workforce so we can continue to lead the world.  The GE Foundation has demonstrated real 

leadership by stepping up and supporting this work.” 

“Our members came together from states across the country to develop the Common Core and are now focused on 

implementing these new standards,” says Gene Wilhoit, Executive Director, Council of Chief State School Officers.  

“Teachers are on the frontlines of this work and supporting them as they bring the standards to life for their students is 

S
A
P
 G
E
 G
ra
nt
 A
nn
ou
nc
em

en
t.F
in
al
.d
oc
x



our top priority. We are thrilled that Student Achievement Partners in partnership with the GE Foundation will be 

providing such a strong resource for teachers.” 

GE Foundation support continues the legacy of its education investments in its seven Developing Futures™ districts: 

Atlanta; Cincinnati; Erie, Penn.; Jefferson County, Ky.; Milwaukee; New York City; and Stamford, Conn. Teachers in 

these districts will participate in intense, multi-day training and will receive ongoing support as they implement the 

Standards, shift from current instructional practices, and ensure they are reaching all students. 

### 

GE Foundation works to solve some of the world’s most difficult problems. In coordination with its partners, it 

supports U.S. and international education, developing health globally, the environment, public policy, human rights 

and disaster relief. In addition, GE Foundation supports GE employee and retiree giving and involvement in GE 

communities around the world. In 2009, the entire GE family — including businesses, employees, retirees and GE 

Foundation — contributed more than an estimated $220 million to community and educational programs, including 

more than $100 million from GE Foundation. 

Student Achievement Partners is a New York City-based independent, nonprofit organization that assembles educators 

and researchers to design actions based on evidence that will substantially improve student achievement.  Founded by 

three of the authors of the Common Core State Standards, Student Achievement Partners is devoted to accelerating 

student achievement by driving effective and innovative implementation of the Core Standards.    

MEDIA CONTACT:  

Adam Shapiro 

Adam.Shapiro@lipmanhearne.com 

202-457-8100 
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